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3.1
Resource Testing 

Procedure Purpose:  This procedure provides direction and guidelines for conducting various testing and approval processes for resources and transmission elements. 
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	Step
	Action

	Note
	QSE’s will submit test requests through NDCRC. As requests for unit tests are received, make every reasonable effort to accommodate testing.

ERCOT will communicate with the QSE if a request is Rejected or cancelled. All rejections will be coordinated with the Shift Supervisor.

	Unit Testing and Tracing

	1
	As requests for unit tests are received, make every reasonable effort to accommodate testing.

Reasons for not accommodating testing:

· Unit has best shift factor to manage congestion for an outage (Planned or Forced).

· If the Unit creating unjustified congestion under normal conditions.

· Without unit, contingency may reach max shadow price and become unsolvable,

· If a pattern of repeated requests for the same unit(s) indicate that abuse of the testing privilege may be taking place. Verify the rejection with the Shift Supervisor and if the rejection is approved, the Shift Supervisor will notify the Control Room Operations management.

	Monitor


	· All Resource tests that are approved shall be monitored in real time.

· Dailey ONTEST approvals in NDCRC.



	Caution
	The rejection of a testing unit is sometimes necessary to maintain system security, instruct the test be canceled and deploy as needed.


	Approved Resources to be ONTEST

	Approval


	· As Resource tests are submitted into NDCRC, Review the request and Approve the test if there are no reliability concerns.

· All operators will be able to view NDCRC to determine which resources are approved to use the status of ONTEST. 

	Managing Unit testing in TCM

	Monitor
	VERIFY:

· Active Constraint’s in TCM at =/>100%. Compare the unit shift factors with the units that are ONTEST.



	2
	IF:
· A constraint in TCM is =/>100% and a Unit is ONTEST and creating congestion and the unit can solve the congestion.

THEN:

· Notify the Shift Supervisor and Transmission Security, give the QSE an Operating instruction change units resource status from ONTEST to ON and follow it’s SCED Basepoint. Reject the UNIT Test request in NDCRC.


	Logs
	Log all actions.

	Coordinated Reactive Tests

	Note
	The Resource Entity requesting to perform a Coordinated Test will provide ERCOT Operations and the TO with notice of the proposed test date before 1500 on the day prior to the day of the test. Requests shall be made between 0800 and 1700 on Business Days. Upon receipt of a request for test, ERCOT Operations and the TO will evaluate the expected conditions and determine whether ERCOT System conditions are conducive to a valid test can be created through coordinated network switching, modification of the generation reactive dispatch of nearby Generation Resources, or by some other means.  Having established that suitable ERCOT System conditions exist or can be created, ERCOT Operations, and the TO shall confirm with the Resource Entity and the QSE the agreed upon test time and date or a rejection of the test time and date before 1700 on the day prior to the day of the test.


	1
	Coordinated Reactive Tests will be done in coordination with System Operations, Resource Integration Department, the Transmission Operator (TO), and the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE).  

WHEN:

· A QSE makes a request for a Coordinate Reactive Test;

VERIFY:

· Date/Time of Testing

· MVAR Leading and/or Lagging expected during the test

· CURL/D-Curve is attached

· Estimated MW output 

If all information is included in the test request, proceed to step 2.  If not, verify with the shift supervisor and reject the request with a reason why. 
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	The coordination of the testing times will be between System Operations, Resource Integration Department and the Transmission Operator (TO). 

WHEN: 

· All information above is received;

VERIFY:
· TO has approved the test,
· TO can approve verbally on a recorded line or by email.
Once the TO has approved and all information is accurate, approve the QSE test request. There will be a email automatically generated with the approval to the following:

· Resource Integration Department

· 1Ercot System Operators

	Not OK 

to Test
	If the request cannot be accommodated, Reject the test with the reasons why and follow up a call with the QSE:

	Log
	Log all actions.
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