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Power Operations Bulletin # 993
ERCOT has posted/revised the Reliability Unit Commitment manual.

The Various Changes are shown below.

A copy of the procedure can be found at:

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/guides/procedures/index.html
2.3
Publish A/S Requirements and Review System Conditions 

Procedure Purpose:  To publish and verify daily Ancillary Service requirements are posted to the market.
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	Step
	Action

	NOTE
	· Review and update A/S Requirements must be completed prior to 0500.

· The Shift Supervisor must verify the posted ancillary service requirements for the 1st day of the month.

	Review Weather Data Information

	1
	REVIEW the Weather Data for the next operating day in the EMS.

	2
	REVIEW REFERENCE DISPLAY:

EMS Applications>Weather Details>Real Time Displays>Weather Forecast Directory
IF: 

· The Last Weather Source Update or Last Weather Read is less than one (1) hour old;

THEN:  

· Using the usual sources, review the weather forecast for at least two days out.

IF: 

· The data update or read is more than one (1) hour old;

THEN:

· Notify the Shift Supervisor and the Help Desk.

	3
	Evaluating the weather forecast for several days ahead is needed to help determine if there is a potential for fuel supply problems.  The trigger will usually be an extreme weather event which will cause temperatures to be below freezing for an extended period of time, though there could be other reasons.  It may be necessary to consider fuel switching and optimize fuel supply if a reliability issue exists.

	Fuel Switching
	IF:

· Notified of fuel limitations;

THEN:

· Consult with Supervisor and determine if reliability concerns exits

· Identify potential transmission issues

· Identify potential capacity issues

IF:

· Reliability concerns exists;

THEN:

· Consider fuel switching options (gas to oil) if capability exists.

	Optimize Fuel Supply
	IF:

· A particular fuel supply is at risk;

THEN:

· Consult with Supervisor and determine if reliability concerns exits

· Identify potential transmission issues

· Identify potential capacity issues

IF:

· Reliability concerns exists;

THEN:

· Consider RUC committing Resources with fuel that is not at risk.

	Review and Select Load Forecast 

	1
	Review and Select load forecast for next day (Refer to Desktop Guide RUC Section 2.17.

	2


	IF:

· There is a large difference between the load forecasts, AND

· There is uncertainty on which load forecast is correct;

THEN:

· Call the Load Forecasting group for guidance on updating the weather or load forecast.

	3
	Notify by e-mail the following distribution lists of the issue:

· Load Forecasting Department 

· 1 ERCOT Shift Supervisors

	Publish A/S Requirements

	1
	REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation  > Physical Market > AS Market > AS Plan

Before 04:00, verify the hourly ERCOT system total A/S requirements for each of the following, for each hour of the operating day:  
· Reg-Up

· RRS 

· Reg-Down

· Non-Spin



	2
	REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation > Monitoring > Event Manager > Events

Search / Filter for AS_OBLIGATION_CALC

Before 06:00, verify the hourly ERCOT system total A/S requirements have been automatically published at 04:55:

IF: 

· Status indicates complete, no further action is necessary, OR 

· Status indicates anything else;

THEN:

· Change status to start now and select submit to database poke point.

	Increasing A/S Requirements before A/S Obligations Publish

	NOTE
	This procedure would be performed when it has been determined that additional A/S is needed, such as to support a weather event.

	NOTE
	If an Emergency Condition may exist that would adversely affect system reliability, ERCOT may change the percentage of Load Resources that are allowed to provide RRS from the monthly amounts determined previously.

	NOTE
	If the operation day D is identified as a High Forecast Variability Day on day D-2 (2-day advance). Two days prior to the OD identified as a High Variability Day, the GMS team will update NSRS quantities and the updated AS plan will be reflected in the DAM Ancillary Service Plan report. The Control room will be notified two days in advance of a High Variability Day and the corresponding AS plan. Before 04:00, verify the updated High Variability RRS and Non Spin quantities that will be applicable.  Notify the GMS Production Support Team immediately if requirements are not correct in the AS Plan.

	1
	REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation  > Physical Market > AS Market > AS Plan

Before 04:00, increase the hourly ERCOT system total A/S requirements for each requirement needed for each hour of the next operating day:  
· Reg-Up

· RRS 

· Reg-Down

· Non-Spin



	2
	REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation > Monitoring > Event Manager > Events

Search / Filter for AS_OBLIGATION_CALC

Before 06:00, verify the hourly ERCOT system total A/S requirements have been automatically published at 04:55:

IF: 

· Status indicates complete, no further action is necessary, OR 

· Status indicates anything else;

THEN:

· Change status to start now and select submit to database poke point.

	3
	IF: 

· The A/S requirements were increased,

THEN:

· The next day will copy the new A/S requirements unless you return the A/S requirements to the A/S Plan requirements for the month. 
REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation > Physical Market > AS Market > AS Plan  

Before 04:00 update the A/S requirements.

	NOTE
	Refer to the A/S requirements for the current month’s A/S Plan if no changes are required.

	Priority Outages

	1
	A Priority Outage is one that affects generation.

Prior to 1200:

· Review the Outage Notes for the next Operating Day, make lists of Priority Outages, sorted by the affected TOs, 

· The file is located in P:\DAY AHEAD – TDSP PRIORITY OUTAGE NOTIFICATION,

· Email the Priority Outages to the appropriate TO using the email addresses provided in the RUC Desktop Guide Section 2.22,  

· Copy and paste the information into the body of the email,

· The Subject line should read “Priority Outages”, “<Company Name>”, “<Date>”

· At the bottom of each email, be sure to include a Confidentiality Notice and your signature,

· Ensure each document has a Note which states to notify ERCOT within 30 minutes of the Actual Start and Actual End times for the Priority Outages,

· If email is unavailable, follow the same guidelines using the Fax  Machine, 

· Place hard copies in Daily Log File.

	Blackstart Availability

	1
	REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation  > Physical Market > Market Participant Submissions > Availability Plan

ERCOT SharePoint > System Operations – Control Center > Documents > Blackstart Availability
REVIEW:

· Blackstart Availability Plan for next operating day (OD+1 tab)

IF:

· Blackstart Availability Plan for next operating day is missing

THEN:

· Call the QSE and request them to submit their Blackstart Availability Plan for next operating day

· Update the Blackstart Availability spreadsheet located on SharePoint

	Log
	LOG when completed and any additional actions taken.

	Verification of Published A/S Requirements

	NOTE
	This step may be completed after 0600.

	1
	VERIFY by spot-checking the following information posted to the ERCOT Website for the next operating day (or two days if two-day Ahead market is in effect) is posted.

· Planned Transmission line and equipment outages for the operating day.  

· ERCOT Website; Grid; Transmission; Consolidated Transmission Outage Report

· Weather assumptions used to provide the system conditions forecast.

· ERCOT Website; Data Products; Markets; Weather assumptions

· The hourly ERCOT System total Ancillary Service requirements for Regulation Down – REGDN, Regulation Up – REGUP, Responsive Reserve – RRS, and Non-spinning Reserve – NSPIN.  

· ERCOT Website; Data Products; Markets; DAM Ancillary Service Plan.

	Log
	LOG any significant problems including any action taken.
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