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2.1
System Operator Responsibility and Authority

Procedure Purpose: To ensure the System Operators know their roles, responsibility and authority.
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ERCOT ISO as a Transmission Operator (TOP), the single Balancing Authority (BA), and only Reliability Coordinator (RC) registered within the ERCOT Interconnection shares all information between these roles simultaneously and acts concurrently as a single entity, satisfying coordination between the TOP, BA and RC.

The System Operator (SO) shall, in accordance with NERC Reliability Standards and ERCOT Protocols, have clear decision-making authority to act to address the reliability of its Reliability Coordinator Area by direct actions or by issuing Operating Instructions during both normal and emergency conditions.  These actions shall be taken without delay and may include the shedding of firm load without obtaining approval from higher-level personnel.

The SO on duty is, in accordance with the ERCOT Protocols, Operating Guides, and NERC Reliability Standards, and acting as the Balancing Authority, Transmission Operator, and Reliability Coordinator shall request and receive information required to continually monitor the operating conditions which will assure the security and reliability of the ERCOT System.

The SO issues Dispatch Instructions / Operating Instructions for the Real-Time Operation of Transmission Facilities to a TO and to a QSE for the Real-Time Operation of a Resource. 

The SO shall, on an ERCOT-wide basis, coordinate the ERCOT System Restoration (Black Start) Plan.  The SO shall implement the Black Start Plan and shall direct the reconnection efforts of the islands, established by restoration activities.  

The SO shall consider all equipment operating limits when issuing Dispatch Instructions / Operating Instructions.  During Emergency Conditions, the SO may verbally request QSEs to operate its Resources outside normal operating parameters.  If a Dispatch Instruction / Operating Instruction conflicts with a restriction placed on equipment  by a TO or  QSE to protect the integrity of equipment, ERCOT shall honor the restriction.

The SO performs security analyses on a Day Ahead and Real-Time basis and ensures that all Forced Outages are entered into the Outage Scheduler. The SO shall obtain or arrange to provide Emergency Energy over the DC Tie(s) on behalf of ERCOT.

The SO shall issue appropriate OCN’s, AAN’s, Advisories, Watches, and Emergency Notices, and coordinate the reduction or cancellation of clearances, re-dispatch of generation, and request, order, or take other action(s) that the SO determines necessary to maintain safe and reliable operating conditions on the ERCOT System in accordance with ERCOT Protocols, Operating Guides, and NERC Reliability Standards.  The SO will implement and terminate ERCOT Time Corrections, and will determine the need for and implement the operation of a QSE on Constant Frequency Control for loss of ERCOT’s Load Frequency Control System.
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