Power Operations Bulletin # 784
ERCOT has posted/revised the Communications Protocol.

The Various Changes are shown below.

A copy of the procedure can be found at:

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/guides/procedures/index.html
1.2
Scope

The requirements in this procedure set out the communication expectations of the ERCOT ISO System Operators and how they communicate with ERCOT Transmission Operators (TOs) and Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) for the issuance of any oral or written Operating Instructions.  An Operating Instruction will have the same meaning as a Dispatch Instruction as defined in the Protocols for the purpose of this procedure.  NERC Transmission Operators (TOPs) are represented by an ERCOT TO and NERC Generator Operators (GOPs) are represented by a QSE.
ERCOT ISO issues all Operating Instructions orally. A written Operating Instruction would be an Operating Instruction issued via email, fax or similar in lieu of orally issuing the command due to abnormal circumstances or unavailability of voice communications.  The applicable Communications Protocols would apply equally to any Operating Instructions that ERCOT may choose to issue in a written format.  ERCOT ISO System Operators are designated as the operating personnel that issue Operating Instructions.  ERCOT ISO System Operators do not receive Operating Instructions.  While ERCOT TOs and QSEs may request ERCOT ISO to direct actions to other entities, ERCOT ISO maintains ultimate authority and discretion in determining what Operating Instructions it will issue and thus, any requests or similar communications from ERCOT TOs and QSEs to ERCOT ISO are not commands and are thus not classified as Operating Instructions. [COM-002-4 R1.3].
Electronic, system to system communications are not in the scope of this procedure (e.g. electronic Dispatch Instructions), nor are MIS postings made by the ERCOT ISO System Operators.  General communications with Market Participants and or discussions that precede or follow an actual Operating Instruction are not in the scope of this procedure.  
While this procedure does not address the details of the training, ERCOT ISO Training department shall conduct initial training for each System Operator on the Communications Protocols identified in Section 3 prior to the System Operator issuing an Operating Instruction [COM-002-4 R2].
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� Operating Plans (e.g. Constraint Management Plans, Black Start Plans) should not be confused with written Operating Instructions as the two are separate and distinct documents.  A written Operating Instruction would be an Operating Instruction issued via email, fax or similar in lieu of orally issuing the command due to abnormal circumstances or unavailability of voice communications.


� While ERCOT TOs and QSEs may request ERCOT ISO to direct actions to other entities, ERCOT ISO maintains ultimate authority and discretion in determining what Operating Instructions it will issue and thus, any requests or similar communications from ERCOT TOs and QSEs to ERCOT ISO are not commands and are thus not classified as Operating Instructions.





