Power Operations Bulletin # 734

ERCOT has posted/revised the DC Tie manual.

The Various Changes are shown below.

A copy of the procedure can be found at:

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/guides/procedures/index.html
1.3
Roles/Responsibilities

ERCOT System Operator, DC Tie Desk

The ERCOT System Operator – DC Tie Desk position represents the following NERC functional entities collectively for the ERCOT ISO at any time:

· Reliability Coordinator.
· Balancing Authority
· Transmission Operator
· 
This representation includes the responsibility and clear decision making authority during normal and emergency conditions to direct and implement real-time actions to ensure the stable and reliable operation of the ERCOT electric system.  These actions shall include shedding of firm load without obtaining approval from higher-level personnel.
2.1
System Operator Responsibility and Authority

Procedure Purpose: To ensure the System Operators know their roles, responsibility and authority.
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English shall be used as the language for all communications between and among operating personnel responsible for the real-time generation control and operation of the interconnected Bulk Electric System.  

The System Operator (SO) shall, in accordance with NERC Reliability Standards, have clear decision-making authority to act and to direct actions to be taken by Transmission Operators, Generator Operators, and Transmission Service Providers within its Reliability Coordination Area to preserve the integrity and reliability of the Bulk Electric System during both normal and emergency conditions.  These actions shall be taken without delay, but not longer than 30 minutes which may include shedding of firm load without obtaining approval from higher-level personnel.  The ERCOT System Operator represents the following NERC functional entities collectively for the ERCOT ISO at any time:

· Reliability Coordinator
· Balancing Authority
· Transmission Operator
· 
The SO on duty is, in accordance with the ERCOT Protocols, Operating Guides, and NERC Reliability Standards, and acting as the Balancing Authority, Transmission Operator, and Reliability Coordinator shall request and receive information required to continually monitor the operating conditions and request that individual Market Participants (MPs) make changes, which will assure security and reliability of the ERCOT system.

The SO issues Dispatch Instructions for the Real-Time operation of Transmission Facilities to a TO, and to a QSE for the Real -Time operation of a Resource. 

The SO shall, on an ERCOT-wide basis, coordinate the ERCOT System Restoration (Black Start) Plan.  The SO shall implement the Black Start Plan and shall direct the reconnection efforts of the islands, established by restoration activities.  The SO shall coordinate the mutual assistance activities of the ERCOT participants during system restoration activities.

The SO shall ensure compliance with the ERCOT Protocols and Operating Guides on identified transfer limits.  The SO receives all specified notifications for the MPs with regard to energy transactions (Balanced Schedules), AGC control modes, routine adjustments, and equipment limitations or outages.

The SO performs security analyses on a Day Ahead and real-time basis and ensures all Forced Outages are entered into the Outage Scheduler. The SO shall obtain or arrange to provide emergency energy over the DC Tie(s) on behalf of ERCOT.

The SO shall issue appropriate OCN’s, Advisories, Watches, and Emergency Notices, and coordinate the reduction or cancellation of clearances, re-dispatch of generation, and request, order, or take other action(s) that the SO determines is necessary to maintain safe and reliable operating conditions on the ERCOT system in accordance with ERCOT Protocols, Operating Guides, and NERC Reliability Standards.  The SO will implement and terminate ERCOT Time Corrections, and will determine the need for and implement the operation of a Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) on Constant Frequency Control for loss of ERCOT’s load frequency control system.

As the Reliability Coordinator, ERCOT ISO shall comply with its Regional Reliability Plan that has been approved by the NERC Operating Committee.

The SPP DC-Tie processes, procedures, or plans that support or affect SPP shall be reviewed at least once every 3 years and updated if needed.  These would include any DC-Tie procedures, inadvertent energy procedures, and emergency procedures.
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