Power Operations Bulletin # 610
ERCOT has posted/revised the Transmission and Security Manual.

The Various Changes are shown below. 

A copy of the procedure can be found at:

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/guides/procedures/index.html
2.3
Site Failovers and Database Loads

Procedure Purpose: To provide notice to the Market Participants when ERCOT performs site failovers and database loads.
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	Step
	Action

	Database

Load
	Approximately 5 - 30 minutes before a database load, make the following Hotline call to TOs:

Typical Script:
This is ERCOT operator [first and last name], at [xx:xx], ERCOT will perform a database load on its Energy & Market Management Systems.   In the event ICCP is temporarily suspended, all systems should re-establish automatically within a few minutes.
NOTE: Adjust script as needed for situation, such as EMS/MMS migration.

	Site

Failover
	Approximately 5 - 30 minutes before site failover, make the following Hotline call to TOs:

Typical Script:
This is ERCOT operator [first and last name], at [xx:xx], ERCOT will perform a site failover of its Energy & Market Management Systems.  During this time, market communications will be unavailable for about 30 minutes, and real-time communications will be unavailable for about 5 minutes.  All systems should re-establish communications automatically.

	Database Load
With

W-N


	IF:

· The West – North is > 70% and is expected to increase;

THEN:

· Activate the W-N before the database load.

	Site

Failover

With 

W-N


	IF:

· The West – North is > 70% and is expected to increase;

THEN:

· Activate the W-N before the site failover.

	Site Failover

Posting
	Verify with Real-Time operator that posting will be made.  The site failover message is already built in Notice Builder under “EMS Site Failover”.

	Site

Failover

Complete
	Typical Script:
“This call requires everyone to remain on the line until it is complete. [TO] I will be asking you for the repeat back. This is ERCOT operator [first and last name].  At [xx:xx], the site failover is complete.  [TO] please repeat this back to me.  That is correct, thank you.”


4.4
North-Houston Voltage Stability Limit
Procedure Purpose:  Maintain Transmission Stability between the North and Houston. 
	Protocol Reference
	3.10.7.6 (3)
	6.5.9.1(1)(e)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Guide Reference
	
	
	
	

	NERC Standard
	EOP-003

R1
	IRO-002

R6, R8
	IRO-003

R1
	IRO-004

R3

	
	IRO-005-2
R1.2, R1.3, R1.7, R3, R5, R16, R17
	IRO-006-5

R1, R4

IRO-006-TRE-1
	IRO-008-1

R1
	TOP-002

R10

	
	TOP-004

R1, R2, R6, R6.6
	TOP-006

R5
	TOP-007

R3, R4
	TOP-008

R1
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	Step
	Action

	IROL
	The North – Houston VSAT voltage stability limit is an IROL; the actual flow MUST NOT exceed the limit for more than 30 minutes.  This is a violation of the NERC Reliability Standards.  If necessary, the System Operator has the authority to direct load shedding before this IROL has been exceeded.

	VSAT
	· Ensure VSAT runs every 30 minutes,
· Update RTMONI with new limit each time it changes to give transparency to Market Participants.

	NOTE
	When an unexpected change to system conditions occur between 1700 – 0900 that result in a large limit change from the day-ahead GTL posting:

· Declare a Watch by posting on MIS

· Make Hotline call to TOs

· Notify Real-Time operator to make hotline call

· Notify Operations Support  Engineer to post the new GTL

Typical Message Script:
“ERCOT has updated the posted North - Houston GTL limit on the MIS from what was posted in Day-Ahead due to an unexpected change on the system.”

	North-Houston

345kV Circuit Outage
	IF:

· Any of the 345kV lines going into the Houston area has a forced outage;
THEN:

· Manually run the entire sequence of RTNET, RTCA, and RTDCP (VSA) immediately and proceed to the Monitor Step in this procedure.

	Monitor
	Monitor each of the following Reliability Margins: 

· N-H G

· N-H L

If any of these Reliability Margins fall below the following pre-defined limits, take the appropriate corrective action for each limit and notify the Shift Supervisor.

	≤500MW
	· Request TOs in the affected areas turn on capacitor banks and turn off reactors near the weak busses that are available.

	≤400MW
	· Activate the appropriate constraint,
· Post message on MIS Public using Notice Builder.
Typical Message Script:
“ERCOT is constraining for the North-Houston voltage stability limit.”

	≤300MW
	Market Operation>Real-Time Market>SCED Displays>DSI Displays>DSI Data Processes>DSI Operator Manual Overide HDL And LDL

· Instruct Resource Operator to deploy Non-Spin in the Coast Weather Zone (WZ_COAST) 
· Issue a Transmission Watch by making a Hotline call and posting on MIS Public using Notice Builder
· Notify Real-Time Operator to make Hotline notification to QSEs 
Typical Script: 
“This is ERCOT operator [first and last name].  At [xx:xx], ERCOT is issuing a Watch for the North-Houston interface.  Non-Spin is being deployed in the Houston area to help mitigate the issue.  [TO] please repeat this back to me.  That is correct, thank you.”

	NOTE
	When the Non-Spin Resource is on-line, they must change their Non-Spin schedule to 0 in order for SCED to dispatch them.

	≤200MW
	VDI QSGR in the Houston area that were not bid in as Non-Spin.  Override LDLs as needed.
· Determine QSRG in the Coast Weather Zone (WZ_COAST)

· Choose “COMMIT” as the Instruction Type from Resource level

	≤100MW
	· Instruct the Resource Desk Operator to deploy Load Resources providing RRS in Houston

· Issue a Transmission Emergency Notice by making a Hotline call and posting on MIS Public using Notice Builder
· Notify Real-Time Operator to make Hotline notification to QSEs

Typical Script: “This is ERCOT operator [first and last name].  At [xx:xx], ERCOT is issuing an Emergency Notice for the North-Houston interface.  Load Resources in the Houston area are being deployed to help mitigate the issue.  [TO] please repeat this back to me.  That is correct, thank you.”

	0MW

≥ 15 Minutes
	· Instruct Centerpoint to drop firm load in 100 MW blocks.

· Continue Transmission Emergency Notice by making a Hotline call and posting on MIS Public using Notice Builder,
· Notify Shift Supervisor to make NXT notification and RCIS posting.
Typical Script for Centerpoint:  

This is ERCOT operator [first and last name].  At [xx:xx], ERCOT is directing Centerpoint to drop [*** MW] of firm load for the North – Houston stability limit.  Notify ERCOT when this task is complete.  Please repeat this back to me.  That is correct, thank you.”

Typical Script for Hotline: “At [xx:xx], ERCOT is continuing the Transmission Emergency Notice for the North-Houston interface.  Firm Load is being shed in the Houston area to help mitigate the issue.  [TO] please repeat this back to me.  That is correct, thank you.”

	Cancel
	Make appropriate cancellations when back to normal operations.

	Log
	Log all actions taken.
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