Power Operations Bulletin # 571
ERCOT has posted/revised the Reliability Unit Commitment Manual.

The Various Changes are shown below.

A copy of the procedure can be found at:

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/guides/procedures/index.html
2.3
Publish A/S Requirements and Review System Conditions 
Procedure Purpose:  To publish and verify daily Ancillary Service requirements are posted to the market.

	Protocol Reference
	4.2.1.1
	4.2.1.2
	4.2.3
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Guide Reference
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	NERC Standard
	TOP-002-2

R1, R5
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	Step
	Action

	NOTE
	· Review and update A/S Requirements must be completed prior to 0500.

· The Shift Supervisor must verify the posted ancillary service requirements for the 1st day of the month.

	Review Weather Data Information

	1
	REVIEW the Weather Data for the next operating day in the EMS.

	2
	REVIEW REFERENCE DISPLAY:

EMS Applications>Weather Details>Real Time Displays>Weather Forecast Directory
The Meterlogix phone number is (952) 882-4312.

IF: 

· The Last Weather Source Update or Last Weather Read is less than one (1) hour old;
THEN:  

· Using the usual sources, review the weather forecast for at least two days out.

IF: 

· The data update or read is more than one (1) hour old;
THEN:

· Notify the Shift Supervisor and the Help Desk.

	3
	Evaluating the weather forecast for several days ahead is needed to help determine if there is a potential for fuel supply problems.  The trigger will usually be an extreme weather event which will cause temperatures to be below freezing for an extended period of time, though there could be other reasons.

	Review and Select Load Forecast 

	1
	Review and Select load forecast for next day (Refer to Section 7.17 Select Day-Ahead MTLF in Desktop Guide).

	NOTE
	The Net Error Subtracted from the Load Forecast is scheduled based on the 2010 AS methodology.  If ERCOT subtracts a MW value from the load forecast during the month additional Non-Spin will be procured.

	Publish A/S Requirements

	1
	REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation  > Physical Market > AS Market > AS Plan

Before 04:00, verify the hourly ERCOT system total A/S requirements for each of the following, for each hour of the operating day:  
· Reg-Up
· RRS 

· Reg-Down
· Non-Spin


	2
	REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation > Monitoring > Event Manager > Events

Search / Filter for AS_OBLIGATION_CALC

Before 06:00, verify the hourly ERCOT system total A/S requirements have been automatically published at 04:55:
IF: 

· Status indicates complete, no further action is necessary, OR 

· Status indicates anything else;

THEN:

· Change status to start now and select submit to database poke point.

	Increasing A/S Requirements before A/S Obligations Publish

	NOTE
	This procedure would be performed when it has been determined that additional A/S is needed, such as to support a weather event.

	1
	REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation  > Physical Market > AS Market > AS Plan

Before 04:00, increase the hourly ERCOT system total A/S requirements for each requirement needed for each hour of the next operating day:  
· Reg-Up
· RRS 

· Reg-Down
· Non-Spin


	2
	REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation > Monitoring > Event Manager > Events

Search / Filter for AS_OBLIGATION_CALC

Before 06:00, verify the hourly ERCOT system total A/S requirements have been automatically published at 04:55:

IF: 

· Status indicates complete, no further action is necessary, OR 

· Status indicates anything else;

THEN:

· Change status to start now and select submit to database poke point.

	3
	IF: 

· The A/S requirements were increased,

THEN:

· The next day will copy the new A/S requirements unless you return the A/S requirements to the A/S Plan requirements for the month. 
REFERENCE DISPLAY:

Market Participation > Physical Market > AS Market > AS Plan  

Before 04:00 update the A/S requirements.

	NOTE
	Refer to the A/S requirements for the current month’s A/S Plan if no changes are required.

	

	
	


· 

· 

	Priority Outages

	1
	A Priority Outage is one that affects generation.

Prior to 1200:

· From a review of the Outage Notes for the next Operating Day, make lists of Priority Outages, sorted by affected Transmission Operator, 

· The file is located in P:\DAY AHEAD – TDSP PRIORITY OUTAGE NOTIFICATION,
· Print copies,
· Fax the lists to the respective TOs accompanied by a request that within 30 minutes of the Actual Start and Actual End times of these Priority Outages, they enter the Actual Start and Actual End times in the Outage Scheduler,
· Place in Daily Log File.

	Verification of Published A/S Requirements

	NOTE
	This step may be completed after 0600.

	1
	VERIFY by spot-checking the following information posted to the ERCOT Market Information System (MIS) for the next operating day (or two days if two-day Ahead market is in effect) is posted.

· Planned Transmission line and equipment outages for the operating day.  

· MIS; Grid; Transmission; Transmission Outages; Approved and Accepted Transmission Outages
· Weather assumptions used to provide the system conditions forecast.

· MIS; Markets; Day-Ahead Market; Operating Day System Conditions; Weather assumptions

· The hourly ERCOT System total Ancillary Service requirements for Regulation Down – REGDN, Regulation Up – REGUP, Responsive Reserve – RRS, and Non-spinning Reserve – NSPIN.  

· MIS; Markets; Day-Ahead Market; Ancillary Service Plans; DAM Ancillary Service Plan.

	Log
	LOG any significant problems including any action taken.


6.1
Market Notices

Procedure Purpose: Guidelines for issuing Emergency Conditions and the four possible levels: Operating Condition Notices (OCN), Advisories, Watches, and Emergency Notices.
	Protocol Reference

	6.3.2(3)(a)(i)(ii)
	6.5.7.1.10(3)(c)
	6.5.9.2(1)
	6.5.9.3

	
	6.5.9.3.1
	6.5.9.3.2
	6.5.9.3.3
	6.5.9.3.4

	
	3.1.4.6(2)
	6.3.3
	3.1.4.7(1)
	

	Guide Reference

	4.2.1
	4.2.2
	4.2.3
	4.2.4

	
	
	
	
	

	NERC Standard
	COM-002

R2
	EOP-001

R4.1
	IRO-005-2
R1.10
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	Step
	Action

	OCN

	1
	As directed by the Shift Supervisor or when appropriate, issue an Operating Condition Notice (OCN).  The OCN can be issued for any of the following reasons or to obtain additional information from Market Participants.
· There is a projected reserve capacity shortage that could affect System reliability and may require more Resources.
· When cold weather is 5 days away when temperatures are forecasted to be in between 20°F and 26°F and the maximum temperature is expected to remain 32°F or below in three or more Weather Zones in the ERCOT Region

· When severe cold weather is 5 days away and when temperatures are forecasted to remain between 20°F and 26°F or below in five or more Weather Zones in the ERCOT Region

· When an approaching Hurricane / Tropical Storm is approximately 5 days away.  Unplanned Transmission Outages that may impact System reliability.
· When adverse weather conditions are expected, ERCOT may confer with TOs and QSEs regarding the potential for adverse reliability impacts and contingency preparedness (creation/addition to contingency list).

	ADVISORY

	1
	As directed by the Shift Supervisor or when appropriate, issue an Advisory.  The Advisory can be issued for any of the following reasons or to obtain additional information from Market Participants.
· When an approaching Hurricane / Tropical Storm is approximately 3 days away.  

· When cold weather is 3 days away when temperatures are forecasted to be in between 20°F and 26°F and the maximum temperature is expected to remain 32°F or below in three or more Weather Zones in the ERCOT Region.

· When severe cold weather is 3 days away and when temperatures are forecasted to remain between 20°F and 26°F or below in five or more Weather Zones in the ERCOT Region.

· When conditions are developing or have changed and more Ancillary Services will be needed to maintain current or near-term Operating Reliability.

·  In such circumstances ERCOT may exercise its authority to increase Ancillary Service requirements above the quantities originally specified in the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) in accordance with ERCOT Procedures.

· When weather or conditions require more lead-time than the normal Day-Ahead Market (DAM) allows.
· Transmission system conditions are such that operations within first contingency criteria are not likely or possible because of Forced Outages or other conditions.
· Loss of communications or control condition is anticipated or significantly limited.
· ERCOT may require information from QSEs representing Resources regarding the Resources’ fuel capabilities. Requests for this type of information shall be for a time period of no more than seven days from the date of the request.

	WATCH

	1
	As directed by the Shift Supervisor or when appropriate, issue a Watch.  The Watch can be issued for any of the following reasons or to obtain additional information from Market Participants.
· A projected reserve capacity shortage is projected with no market solution available that could affect System Reliability. Available RMR resources will be committed during the HRUC study.

· When an approaching Hurricane / Tropical Storm is approximately 1 day away.

· When cold weather is 1 day away when temperatures are forecasted to be in between 20°F and 26°F and the maximum temperature is expected to remain 32°F or below in three or more Weather Zones in the ERCOT Region.

· When severe cold weather is 1 day away and when temperatures are forecasted to remain between 20°F and 26°F or below in five or more Weather Zones in the ERCOT Region.  A transmission condition has been identified that requires emergency energy from any of the CFE DC-Ties.
· When temperatures are forecasted to be 103°F or above in the North Central and South Central weather zones or when temperatures are forecasted to be 94°F or above in the North Central and South Central weather zones during the following months (October – May).
· Conditions have developed such that additional Ancillary Services are needed in the Operating Period.
· Insufficient Ancillary Services or Energy Offers in the DAM or in SASM.
· Market-based congestion management techniques embedded in SCED will not be adequate to resolve transmission violations.
· Forced Outages or other abnormal operating conditions have occurred, or may occur that require operations with active transmission violations.
· The need to immediately procure Ancillary Services from existing offers.
· ERCOT may instruct TOs to reconfigure ERCOT System elements as necessary to improve the reliability of the ERCOT System.
· ERCOT varies from time-line for DAM/DRUC.

	EMERGENCY NOTICE

	1
	As directed by the Shift Supervisor or when appropriate, issue an Emergency Notice.  The Emergency Notice can be issued for any of the following reasons or to obtain additional information from Market Participants.
· SCED fails to reach a solution.
· ERCOT cannot maintain minimum reliability standards during the Operating Period using every Resource practically obtainable from the market.
· ERCOT forecasts an inability to meet applicable reliability standards and it has exercised all other reasonable options.
· A transmission condition has been identified causing unreliable operation or overloaded elements.
· A severe single contingency event presents the threat of uncontrolled separation or cascading outages, large-scale service disruption to load, and/or overload of critical transmission elements and no practicable resource solution exists.
· ERCOT has determined a fuel shortage exists that would affect reliability.
· ERCOT varies from timing requirements or omits Day-Ahead or Adjustment Period and Real-Time procedures (HRUC/SCED).
· When cold or severe cold weather is in the ERCOT Region and it is beginning to have an adverse impact on the ERCOT System.


	Notifications

	Hotline
	Notify QSEs of Notice

Typical script:
“This call requires everyone to remain on the line until it is complete.  [QSE] I will be asking you for the repeat back. This is ERCOT operator [first and last name].  ERCOT is issuing a [state Notice type] for [state reason].  [QSE] please repeat this back to me.  That is correct, thank you.”

Notify TOs of Notice

Typical script:
“This call requires everyone to remain on the line until it is complete.  [TO] I will be asking you for the repeat back. This is ERCOT operator [first and last name].  At [xx:xx], ERCOT is issuing a [state Notice type] for [state reason].  [TO] please repeat this back to me.  That is correct, thank you.”

All directives shall be in a clear, concise, and definitive manner.  Ensure the recipient of the directive repeats the information back correctly.  Acknowledge the response as correct or repeat the original statement to resolve any misunderstandings.

	Post
	· All notices must be posted on MIS using Notice Builder.
· For “free form” messages, the “Notice Priority” will be specified as follows:

· Operational Information/OCN type messages – low priority

· Advisory/Watch type messages – medium priority

· Emergency type messages – high priority

	Log
	Make log entry.
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