Power Operations Bulletin # 480
ERCOT has revised the Transmission and Security Desk Procedure Manual.

The Various Changes are shown below.

A copy of the procedure can be found at:

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/guides/procedures/index.html
2.5.8
 Block Load Transfer

Procedure Purpose: Process to implement a Block Load Transfer.
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	Step
	Action

	NOTE:
	Restoration of service to outage customers using BLT’s will be accomplished as quickly as possible if the transfers will not jeopardize the reliability of the ERCOT System and only under specific Dispatch Instructions from ERCOT.

	NOTE:
	The necessary Market Participant agreements, metering, and ERCOT settlement systems should be in place prior to implementation of any BLT.  For verification information, refer to the Shift Supervisors procedure book (Registered BLTs tab) for a current list of registered BLTs.  

	1
	If ERCOT picks up load from CFE or SPP, execute the following:

· Determine with the TO an estimated time it will take to transfer the load

· Determine the amount of load being transferred into ERCOT

· Consult with the Operation Engineering Support to ensure system security has been addressed

· Notify the Manager, System Operations and the Manager of Wholesale Client Services by e-mail that a BLT has been initiated.  If the BLT is not on the current list of registered BLTs, state that in the e-mail
· If the BLT is registered, determine which QSE will supply the energy and issue a VDI.  If the BLT is not registered, no VDI is required. 
· Issue a VDI to the TO

· Coordinate/Notify SPP and/or CFE (Communications with CFE will be coordinated through AEP Corpus)

	2
	Congestion management issues that arise from switching variations due to BLTs will be handled per ERCOT’s congestion management procedures.

	3
	If CFE or SPP picks up load for ERCOT, execute the following:

· Issue a Watch or Emergency Notice

· Determine with the TO an estimated time it will take to transfer the load

· Determine the amount of load being transferred out of ERCOT

· Notify the Manager, System Operations and the Manager, Wholesale Client Services by e-mail that a BLT has been initiated. If the BLT is not on the current list of registered BLTs, state that in the e-mail
·  If the BLT is registered, determine which QSE will supply the energy and  issue a VDI.  If the BLT is not registered, no VDI is required.
· Issue a VDI to the TO

· Coordinate/Notify SPP and/or CFE (Communications with CFE will be coordinated through AEP Corpus)

	4
	In case of transmission issues at Presidio or Ojinaga (CFE), AEP has constructed a battery at Gonzales which is capable of carrying up to 4 MW of load for up to 3 hours (or longer at less than 4 MWs).  Under these circumstances an automatic BLT will occur and ERCOT will be notified after-the-fact.  Once notified, follow step 1 or step 3 above.

	5
	BLTs to or from ERCOT may be curtailed or terminated in order to maintain the reliability of the supporting system.  Discuss with TO the process and time it will take to separate the connection if a reliability issue arises.

	6
	When a VDI is required follow the 2.6.1 Issue Verbal Dispatch Instructions (VDI) procedure.

	7
	Forward the VDI form to the Shift Supervisor, as time permits.
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