Power Operations Bulletin # 456

ERCOT has revised the Shift Supervisor Desk Procedure Manual.

The Various Changes are shown below.

A copy of the procedure can be found at:

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/guides/procedures/index.html
2.1.2
ERCOT Procedure for Unit Testing

Procedure Purpose:  Process for QSE’s wishing to test generation resources.
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	Step
	Action

	
	

(1) 
a. 
b. 
c. 


	1
	QSEs desiring test accommodation(s) shall make the request via e-mail to shiftsupv@ercot.com or fax to (512) 248-6858 (if e-mail is down), using the form/affidavit as shown in the “Request for Unit Testing” document located in Operating Procedures on the ERCOT website.


	2
	The Shift Supervisor will approve and monitor all testing.

	3
	Accommodation shall include:

· Removing the unit from the market clearing engine (MCE) by placing it in the test mode in the MOI.

· 
· 
· 
· 
· If needed, OOME other units to control local congestion in place of the testing unit.

	4
	If ERCOT is incapable of maintaining system security without deployment of the testing unit, ERCOT will direct that the test be canceled and the unit deployed as needed.  This includes Net Dependable Capability (NDC) on wind generation.

	
	

	5
	If ERCOT believes that it can accommodate the request, it will respond via e-mail or fax (if e-mail is down) as follows:

ERCOT recognizes the need of ___________ to test its unit on _________ and 

                                                     (company name)                                            (date/time)

intends to make system adjustments to accommodate this testing to the extent possible consistent with system security.

This intent is NOT a guarantee of accommodation.

__________       ______

     (Approving supervisor)

__________________

           Date/time

	6
	If ERCOT believes that the request cannot be accommodated for one of the following reasons it will refuse with the script below:

· No combination of other units can maintain transmission security

· The request exceeds 14 days

· 
ERCOT cannot accommodate the request of  ____________________ for a unit test                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                          (company name)  
on the dates __________________ for the following reasons:

Reasons the request cannot be accommodated:

· No combination of other units can maintain transmission security

· The request exceeds 14 days.

· 

	7
	If a pattern of repeated requests for the same unit(s) indicate to ERCOT that abuse of the testing privilege may be taking place, report it to your Manager. 


2.2.2
Capacity and Reserve Monitoring

Procedure Purpose:  To monitor reserve capacity and balancing energy bid shortages
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	Step
	Action

	Note:
	30-Minute Non-Spinning Reserve Service (30MNSRS) is a service that is provided by off-line generation capacity capable of being synchronized and ramped to a specified output level within thirty (30) minutes or Load that is capable of being interrupted within thirty (30) minutes.

	Note:
	Virtual Resources (V1) providing BESCNSRS shall bid into the BES market and follow the scheduling requirements for BESCNSRS. 

	Note:
	Balancing Energy Service-Capable Non-Spinning Reserve Service (BESCNSRS) can be off-line or on-line.

· Off-Line BESCNSRS - a service that is provided by generation capable of being synchronized and ramped to a specific output level within fifteen (15) minutes that is also capable of providing Balancing Energy Service (BES) or Load that is capable of providing Balancing Energy Service, and that is not participating in any other activity, including ERCOT markets, self-generation and other energy transactions.

On-Line BESCNSRS - a service that is provided by a virtual portion of an on-line Resource (indicated by a _V1 suffix) capable of being synchronized and ramped to a specific output level within fifteen (15) minutes that is also capable of providing Balancing Energy Service (BES). 

	NOTE:
	For NSRS calculations units must also be available, off line and have NSRS checked in the resource plan to be counted in the Excel MAI.

	Note:
	The Net Error Subtracted from Load Forecast is scheduled based on the 2010 AS methodology.  When ERCOT subtracts a MW value from the load forecast during the month additional NSRS will be procured.  The Excel MAI will include this reduction of load forecast, however the AREVA load forecaster will adapt in the current day to show the true forecast while PRT will reflect the forecast less bias.

	1
	It will be necessary to make the decision to deploy Non-Spin from the Excel MAI and not the hour-ahead study.  If the load forecast is reasonable, DETERMINE if the “Adj. Bal up needed” can be covered with the balancing bids.

	2
	IF the load forecast is reasonable AND the “Adj. Max Capacity Room” on the Excel “Market Analyst Interface” (MAI) shows insufficient capacity:
ISSUE an OCN stating that ERCOT is projecting a reserve capacity shortage AND instruct the QSEs to update their Resource Plans, specifically for the time frame which shows the reserve capacity insufficiency.

	3
	IF the Excel MAI still shows a projected reserve capacity shortage, ISSUE a Watch stating that ERCOT is projecting a reserve capacity shortage for the hours in question.

	4
	IF the MOI MAI is also showing the reserve shortage: 

· RUN an RPRS study (not a market) early enough to EVALUATE if an adjustment period RPRS market would solve the capacity reserve shortage.

· IF the load forecast being used by the RPRS study does not appear to be reasonable, CONSIDER adjusting the load forecast.

· IF an RPRS market provides a solution, THEN refer to the Day Ahead Desk procedure.

· IF an RPRS market does not present a solution, THEN continue.

	5
	Depending on the amount of capacity reserve shortage and unit start up times, OOMC enough capacity to cover the projected reserve shortage based on a reasonable load forecast from the Excel MAI.

	6
	IF a capacity reserve shortage actually occurs, THEN refer to the Frequency Control Desk operating procedures.

	7
	WHEN the Excel MAI shows sufficient generation capacity to cover the load forecast, DISCONTINUE the Watch.

	Note:
	In the event Excel MAI is unavailable, contact Operation Support and manually use the MAI.


2.5.1
Prepare Daily Grid Operations Report


Procedure Purpose: Provide transparency to Market Participants.
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	Step
	Action

	NOTE:
	The Daily Grid Operations report is in a web base application, which is intended to create a report for the Public Utility Commission and Market Participants on a daily basis.

	1
	Section 1: Index

Enter the Peak Load, Time of Peak Load, Planned Peak Load (from the day 
ahead plan from the Day Ahead desk), and time of planned peak

	2
	Section 2: Constraints Encountered During the Day
For each constraint activated in RTCA a record should be placed in this section.  DO NOT PLACE REPEATED ENTRIES FOR REPEATED STARTS AND STOPS OF CONSTRAINTS DURING THE DAY UNLESS IT IS AN OC1.  All OC1’s must be entered each time the constraint is activated.  All OC1’s must also have the contingency and overloaded element listed.  VDI’s and OOME instructions should also be entered in this section as follows.

Time:

Interval Ending
Constraint:
A brief name of the constraint, or 

For OOME a statement of what was OOM’d and what direction (up or down)

Examples: Jewett - TH Wharton OC3; OOME XXXX up or down
Reason: 
A description of what element or limit was loaded, what the loading and percentage was when the action was taken, and what the limit was when taken.



Example: Loss of Jewett -TH Wharton and Tomball 345KV overloads Watson 


Chapel - Robertson 138KV - 110% of 105 MVA rating.  
Record the use of all PCAPs in the same manner as listed above.

	3
	Section 3: Other Notable Events

A description of any OCN’s, Watches, Advisories, and Emergency notices 
issued 
to the market.  A description of any frequency deviations over .1 hertz 
including unit trips.  A description of any market extensions or delays or 
equipment failures affecting ERCOT’s ability to deploy services or control 
the system.
































