Power Operations Bulletin # 360

ERCOT has revised the Frequency Control Desk Procedure.

The specific changes are shown below.

A copy of the procedure is available at:

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/guides/procedures/index.html
	2.6.3 Issue an Alert

	Step #
	Procedural Steps

	NOTE:  
	Knowledge of an emerging/existing situation that could/does require intervention to ensure system reliability requires ERCOT to notify Market Participants through the use of Emergency Notification Messaging System.

	NOTE:
	ERCOT must issue an ALERT before acquiring Emergency Short Supply

Regulation Services, Emergency Short Supply Responsive Reserve Services, or

Emergency Short Supply Spinning Reserve Services.

	NOTE:
	Whenever the QSE or TO hotline is used to issue an Alert message that contains a directive direct all hotline participants to remain on the line until a hotline participant of your choice correctly repeats back to you the directive. If the repeat back is not acceptable, restate the directive and direct them to repeat back again. Continue if necessary until an acceptable repeat back is received.

	1
	As directed by the Shift Supervisor, OR when appropriate, ISSUE an Alert IF:
· Transmission system conditions are such that ERCOT is expected to exceed limits established to keep ERCOT within the limits of First Contingency Criteria.  

· A short supply, or congestion condition has been identified and no alternatives exist to relieve the condition.

· There is a hurricane in the Gulf with expected landfall in Texas.
· A cold front has arrived with temperatures anticipated to be in mid to low 20°F range and maximum temperature expected to remain near or below freezing impacting 50% or more of major metropolitan areas.

· A situation is emerging that will have an adverse effect on grid reliability.

· Loss of communications or control condition is pending or in progress.

· Adjusted Responsive Reserve is equal to or below 2500 MW.
· ERCOT holds two (2) consecutive Real-Time Balancing intervals.

	2
	Issue an Alert:

· Post on the ENS

· Post on the MIS

· Notify QSEs via the Hotline

· Print Hotline log and save in daily log as time permits

	NOTE:
	The Transmission and Security Desk will notify the Transmission Operators.


	2.7.4
Over Scheduling DC Ties

	Step #
	Procedural Steps

	1
	If one or more NERC E-Tags are submitted that will cause a DC Tie to be overscheduled, DO NOT approve the NERC E-Tag(s). 

	2
	Contact SPP by telephone to ensure they also show that the pending NERC E-Tag(s) will cause the DC Tie to be overscheduled.  Inform SPP that ERCOT will not approve the pending NERC E-Tags until appropriate curtailments and/or adjustments have been implemented so that the DC Tie will not be overscheduled.


	2.7.5
Managing and Documenting Daily Inadvertent

	Step #
	Procedural Steps

	OVERVIEW:
	Inadvertent Energy flows across the DC Ties need to be monitored frequently enough during the day to ensure that large inadvertent flows don’t accumulate.

	NOTE:
	If the proper information is not listed when a NERC E-Tag is created and submitted, the tag may not be displayed correctly in all WebTrans displays.  Examples include, but are not limited to a PSE not using the proper POR/POD in the physical path (ERCOT-E, ERCOT-N, EGPS_DC, ROAD_DC, or LAR_VFT) or if ERCOT is left off the NERC E-Tag as a Transmission Provider (TP) or Scheduling Entity (SE).

	CAUTION:
	If the NERC E-Tag is created and submitted without any or all information in the above NOTE OR any  other circumstance so that the NERC E-Tag can not be seen be either ERCOT or the DC Tie Operator, inadvertent energy will be created.  The NERC E-Tag should be curtailed to zero (0). 

	NOTE:
	When communicating with the DC Tie Operator:

· Contact AEP Ohio TDSP for the North and East DC Ties

· Contact AEP Corpus Christi TDSP for the Eagle Pass and Rail Road DC Ties, and the Laredo VFT. 

	1
	Before the start of the hour, confirm the net-scheduled value for each DC Tie with the DC Tie Operator.  If there is a discrepancy, go over each NERC-E-Tag ID and MW amount for the affected DC Tie(s).

· If a NERC E-Tag can not be seen in WebTrans OR by the DC Tie Operator, work to resolve the problem OR ensure the NERC E-Tag is curtailed to zero (0).
WebTrans Reference Displays:

QSE Summary

BTF Display

	2
	Check out the Actual SCADA data values for the previous hour with the DC Tie Operator for each DC Tie.

· If ERCOT’s actual values are different from the DC Tie Operator’s actual values by less that 10MWH, overwrite the actual value in the WebTrans system.

· If ERCOT’s actual values are different from the DC Tie Operator’s actual values by 10MWH or more and the reason is known (database load, loss of ICCP etc.), overwrite the actual value in the WebTrans system.  ERCOT and the DC Tie Operator will initiate an investigation.  Log the appropriate information (time, date, total MW difference, DC Tie, name of the DC Tie Operator, and any other relevant information).  Also call the ERCOT Help Desk to have a ticket opened for the EMMS Group to investigate problems with the meter information. 
WebTrans Reference Displays:

Tie Data

ATF

	3
	After midnight, each day, talk with the DC Tie Operator to check out the total scheduled and actual values for each DC Tie.  If both parties agree on the Scheduled In and Out values and on the Actual In and Out values, check the bottom box in Column C.  Proceed to Step 5.
WebTrans Reference Display:

ATF 

	4
	If there is a disagreement on the total scheduled and/or actual values with the DC Tie Operator, verify the values for each hour as necessary to find the discrepancy.  An effort should be made to workout all discrepancies 
If the discrepancy is with the scheduled values, email an Excel copy of the WebTrans Interchange Report display to check their information against ERCOT’s.

· Check the box for each hour that ERCOT is in agreement with the DC Tie Operator for the scheduled value.
· Leave the box unchecked for each hour where there is a discrepancy with a scheduled value and it can not be worked out with the DC Tie Operator.
· If asked to change a scheduled value, log the appropriate information and email it to the Manager of System Operations.

· If the discrepancy is with an actual value, change it to the DC Tie Operator’s value.

WebTrans Reference Displays:

ATF

Tie Data



	5. 
	Create an Excel file for each of the North and East DC Ties and email it to the following:

· SPP DC-Tie Inadvertent
· AEPTOWEST@aep.com
· AEP Checkout-West@aep.com
































