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ERCOT Operations Bulletin 322
ERCOT has revised the Transmission & Security Desk section of the Operating Procedure Manual.

This change updates section 2.5.10 which provides additional detail for Block Load Transfers.
A copy of the procedure is available at

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/guides/procedures/index.html
	2.5.10
Block Load Transfer

	Step #
	Procedural Steps

	NOTE:
	The necessary Market Participant agreements, metering, and ERCOT settlement systems are to be in place prior to implementation of any BLT.

	NOTE:
	Conditions for BLT Implementation:

From Non-ERCOT Control Area into ERCOT

· When Non-ERCOT Control Area experiences certain transmission contingencies or short supply conditions.

· Under specific Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT.

From ERCOT to Non-ERCOT Control Area

· Under Alert or EECP

· Under specific Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT and permission of the affected Non-ERCOT Control Area.

	1
	If an ERCOT TO becomes involved in a Block Load Transfer (BLT) from a Non-ERCOT Control Area into ERCOT, execute the following:

· Verify that the load being picked-up by ERCOT is a registered Load Serving Entity (LSE) with ERCOT (treated as a load in the ERCOT settlement system).

· Verify LSE/QSE affiliation has been executed.

· TDSP/TO associated with the BLT Point is responsible for the creation and maintenance of ESI ID.

· The QSE of the LSE assigned to the ESI ID associated with the BLT Point will include that load in its balanced schedules.

· Determine with the T.O. an estimated time it will take to transfer the load.

· Determine the amount of load being transferred into ERCOT.

· Consult with the Operation Engineering Support to ensure system security has been addressed.

· Notify the Manager, System Operations that a BLT has been initiated.

· Request a conference call between ERCOT, the TDSP/TO, and the Non-ERCOT Control Area prior to implementation of the BLT to ensure system security has been addressed (e.g. load has been completely de-energized before connecting to the ERCOT grid).

· If the TO requests a VDI, issue a VDI to the TO.

For verification information, refer to the Shift Supervisors procedure book (Registered BLTs tab) for a current list of registered BLTs.

	2
	Congestion management issues that arise from switching variations due to BLTs will be handled per ERCOT’s congestion management procedures.

	3
	If an ERCOT TO becomes involved in a Block Load Transfer (BLT) from ERCOT to a Non-ERCOT Control Area, execute the following:

· Verify that the QSE of the Resource associated with the BLT includes that Resource in its Resource Plan (treated as a Resource in the ERCOT settlement system and will be established as a pseudo generation facility).

· Verify the creation of an ERCOT registered Resource Entity.

· Verify Resource Entity/QSE affiliation has been executed.

· Verify a BLT Registration form has been completed.

· Verify metering design documentation has been provided to ERCOT.

· Determine the amount of load being transferred out of ERCOT.

·  Notify the Manager, System Operations that a BLT has been initiated.

· Request a conference call between ERCOT, the TDSP/TO, and the Non-ERCOT Control Area prior to implementation of the BLT to ensure system security has been addressed (e.g. ERCOT load has been completely de-energized before tying to the Non-ERCOT grid).

For verification information, refer to the Shift Supervisors procedure book (Registered BLTs tab) for a current list of registered BLTs.

	4
	Once it has been determined which QSE will supply the power, issue a VDI to the requesting QSE (Any energy delivered under such a Dispatch Instruction shall be treated as an OOME Dispatch Instruction to the QSE).

	5
	BLTs to or from ERCOT may be curtailed or terminated in order to maintain the reliability of the supporting system.  Discuss with TO the process and time it will take to separate the connection if a reliability issue arises.
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