Power Operations Bulletin #117

CN # 161 – High Voltage During Low Load Conditions in West Texas 

(Replaces TC#127)

Effective Date:  October 28, 2004

Expiration Date:  December 31, 2004

Transmission & Security Desk

Introduction: 

On Wednesday June 25th, a conference call was held to discuss high voltage during low load conditions in West Texas due to the Morgan Creek Plant to San Angelo Red Creek to Comanche Switch 345 kV Line going in-service.  Following is a summary of required actions to maintain west Texas security.

ERCOT will procure daily generation to maintain system security in west Texas.  Studies indicate that when ERCOT Load goes below 25,000 MW, there is not enough generation in west Texas to control high voltage.  Opening 345 kV lines will be required to lower voltage, however, this cannot occur on a daily basis.

When ERCOT Loads are forecasted to be below 25,000 MW during a 2 day period (especially weekends) or longer, ERCOT will open transmission lines to control voltage.

The first 345 kV line to open is the San Angelo Red Creek to Comanche Switch Line, open the Red Creek side first.

If this is inadequate, a 2nd 345 kV line will be opened.

If the Oklaunion Plant is on-line, open the Graham Plant to Sweetwater Cogen 345 kV Line.

If Oklaunion Plant is off-line for 2 or more days, open the Oklaunion Plant to Abilene Mulberry 345 kV Line.













