ERCOT Operations Bulletin # 110
Stage1 of the Outage Scheduler enhancements are complete.  The new software changes are scheduled to be brought into production October 5 2004.   At that time, ERCOT will Begin Phase II of implementation of the changes to Section 8 of the ERCOT Protocols brought about by approval of PRR 425.  

Phase II 

Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) and Transmission Operators (TOs) will follow the  rules for planned outage entry outlined in Section 8 of the Protocols and in the Resource Outage Process that is posted on the ERCOT MIS.  The URLs are:

http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/ResourceOutageApprovalFinal.doc
http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/TransmissionOutageApprovalFinal.doc
The following components of implementation should be followed by TOs and QSEs:

Requests for Resource Planned Outages entered less than 8 days before the start date will be marked as "Received at ERCOT".  ERCOT will evaluate the submitted Requests for Planned Outages.  If Reliability concerns exist, ERCOT will contact the submitter and coordinate a solution, if possible.  ERCOT will communicate its decision to accept or reject the requested outage through the Outage Scheduler. 

· Notifications of Forced Outages, as well as Forced-Unavoidable Extensions to Outages, will be submitted through the Outage Scheduler.   Supporting Information documentation will be collected during the process.
· Requests and notifications of Maintenance Level I, Level II & Level III Outages will be submitted through the Outage Scheduler.   Supporting Information documentation will be collected during the process.

· Initial reporting of Forced Outages & Maintenance Level I, Level II&, Level III Outages by Voice Communication is a Protocol 8.2.2 requirement.
· Forced Outages, Forced-Unavoidable Extensions, & Maintenance Level I should be reported to The ERCOT Transmission & Security Operator.

· Maintenance Level II &, Level III Outages should be reported to The ERCOT Outage Coordination Group.
·  The method of submitting supporting information by FAX will be discontinued November 1 2004.    
