ERCOT Operations Bulletin 183
ERCOT has revised the Transmission & Security Desk section of the Operating Procedure Manual.

Changes include updating section 2.3.2 and incorporating new section 2.3.3 “Forced & Level Maintenance Outages – Fax Guidelines.”
	2.3.2
Manage Forced & Level 1 Maintenance Outages

	Step #
	Procedural Steps

	NOTE:
	The order of steps in this procedure is a recommendation. The system operator will determine the sequence of steps, or any additional actions necessary to ensure system security.
If the Outage Scheduler becomes unavailable, refer to Transmission Security Procedure 2.3.3 “Forced & Level 1 Maintenance Outages – FAX Guidelines.”

Skip step 3 if:

· The outage(s) is on low voltage equipment, in low load areas, or on radial equipment and the Shift Supervisor agrees, OR

There is not time due to emerging events.

	1
	When notified via the Outage Scheduler that a Forced, Forced Unavoidable Extension, or Maintenance Level 1 Outage has been received, review the outage details and ACKNOWLEDGE the outage.

	2
	Perform a study to determine the effects the outage has on the ERCOT system.

	3
	If Studies shows that the outage will put ERCOT in an insecure state, OR

if RTCA show post contingency loading greater than 100% of the “Emergency Rating,” employ congestion management techniques as necessary.

	4
	In the case of Maintenance Level I Outages of Resources or Transmission Facilities, if necessary coordinate the start of the outage to ensure system reliability as long as the outage is allowed to start within 24 hours.

	5
	DOCUMENT the actions taken in the Transmission Security Log.


	2.3.3
Forced & Level 1 Maintenance Outages – FAX Guidelines

	Step #
	Procedural Steps

	NOTE:
	Due to unforeseen events the Outage Scheduler may be unavailable and the manual FAX process “Forced/Level 1 Maintenance Outage Information Sheet” should be utilized.

If the QSE or Transmission Operator will not provide an estimated end date/time, enter the end date/time to be 24 hours after the start time.

Note this on the “Forced/Level 1 Maintenance Outage Information Sheet”.

Forced/Level 1 Maintenance Outage Information sheets are located at http://www.ercot.com/mkt_part_apps/market_participant_application_f.htm

	1
	When the “Forced/Level 1 Maintenance Outage” information is received, UPDATE the Outage Scheduler. 

· VERIFY information describing the Forced or Maintenance Level I Outage

contains the cause of the outage and is understandable.

· IF the Forced or Maintenance Level I Outage does not appear to comply with the

Protocols. NOTIFY the QSE or Transmission Operator and note this on the

outage form.

	2
	DOCUMENT the outage in the Transmission Security Log.

	3
	PLACE the “Forced or Level 1 Maintenance Outage Information Sheet” in the “Forced/Level 1 Outage Box” before midnight.


A copy of the bulletin is available at http://www.ercot.com/Participants/MarketBulletins.htm.

