
ERCOT Operations Bulletin 173
ERCOT has revised the Transmission & Security Desk section of the Operating Procedure Manual.

Changes include renaming and updating section 2.2.3 “Zonal (CSC) Congestion Management.”

	2.2.3 Zonal (CSC) Congestion Management

	Step #
	

	NOTES:
	Zonal Congestion Management Techniques are OC1s.

Local Congestion Management Techniques consist of OC2s, Unit specific dispatch instructions (OOME or VDIs), Remedial Action Plan (RAP), Pre-Contingency Action Plan (PCAP), Mitigation Plan (MP) and Temporary Action Outage Plans (TOAP). TOAP guidelines are located in the Outage Notes. Unit specific dispatch instructions may be determined by Shift Factors or Studies, whichever the system operator deems most appropriate.

IF a specific constraint is needed for local congestion and does not exist, REQUEST Operations Engineering Support to provide the constraint.
The order of steps in this procedure is a recommendation. The system operator will determine the sequence of steps, or any additional actions necessary to ensure system security.

	1
	When a CSC approaches or exceeds its limit on the “Transmission Limits to be Monitored” daily report, EMPLOY zonal techniques.

· As the CSC approaches its limit, the system operator may use his/her discretion when to implement congestion management, either before or at the time the limit is exceeded, depending on system conditions.

	2
	When RTCA  shows a post contingency overload on a CSC and the monitored element is the same as shown on the “Transmission Limits to be Monitored” daily report, AND RTCA has solved within the last ten minutes, then RTCA results should be used as a basis for managing zonal congestion.

	3
	If there is a conflict between RTCA and the Transmission Limits to be Monitored” daily report, AND RTCA has solved within the last ten minutes, then RTCA should be used as the governing reference.

	4
	IF RTCA shows a post-contingency overload on a CSC, but the monitored element is a CRE and not shown on the “Transmission Limits to be Monitored” daily report, use local techniques to manage congestion.  

	5
	IF local methods are unsuccessful controlling the CRE, 

· Call Operations Support and use zonal techniques to control the congestion. 

·  Use the MIS to post that zonal techniques are being used to control congestion to RTCA values.

	6
	IF a new Zonal limit is calculated by Operations Support, use the MIS to post the new Zonal limit.

Suggested verbiage for the MIS posting:  Local congestion management techniques have been unsuccessful in controlling the CRE.  “<Contingency > <Monitored Element.>” Zonal techniques will be utilized.

	7
	If RTCA results and/or stability limits cannot be controlled by using local techniques,

· issue a transmission ALERT stating that market congestion management techniques specified in the protocols will not be adequate to resolve transmission problems, AND

· If applicable, EMPLOY zonal techniques to manage congestion.


A copy of the updated procedure, Transmission & Security Desk V3R41, is available at http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/ERCOTProcedures.htm.
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