ERCOT Operations Bulletin 169
ERCOT has made revisions to The Transmission Outage Approval Process.  The changes to this document are effective after June 1 2005.  

The revised Transmission Outage Approval Process has been posted on the ERCOT website.    The document is available at :  http://www.ercot.com/AboutERCOT/PublicDisclosure/ERCOTProcedures.htm 

  The following is a list of the sections that were revised including the changes or additions that were made.  Additions have been underlined.  No deletions were made.
2.1   Procedure
The following paragraph has been added:
Transmission Facility Outages that will isolate a Resource(s) should be aligned with scheduled Resource planned outage(s) whenever possible.  Transmission Service Providers will coordinate scheduling of such outages with adjacent Transmission Service Providers, Resource Facility owners/operators and impacted Qualified Scheduling Entities as required after submitting the Transmission Facility Outage request to ERCOT.
2.4   Coordination/Communication of Outages and Switching Which Do Not Require 3 Day Advance Approval

The following paragraph has been added:
           All switch’s and breakers that are required to be out of service for outages that do not require advance approval shall be entered in the Outage Scheduler as Equipment Status Change.
           The TO will coordinate scheduling of such outages with adjacent Transmission Service Providers, Resource Facility owners/operators and impacted Qualified Scheduling Entities after submitting the Transmission Facility Outage request to ERCOT.
New Section:
2.4.2   Expanded Bus Outage     
With certain restrictions, an ongoing bus outage may be expanded to include directly connected lines that were open-ended by the bus outage if the requesting TO controls all involved equipment. The line(s) must have a single switch or breaker to isolate it from the remaining energized system.  To qualify for this expansion, the opposite end of the line/equipment newly included in the existing outage must be isolated from the next bus through opening a single switch or breaker (to prevent inadvertent disruption of a ring bus or flow). If this expansion is proposed on a 345kv device, the status of the switch or breaker to be opened, isolating the newly included equipment must be telemetered to ERCOT with a valid status prior to being opened.  Removal of the newly isolated line segment or equipment shall not swap load or change load flow magnitude or direction.  The TO shall be responsible for restoring all equipment before the scheduled end date/time of the original bus outage. The TO shall give verbal notification of the expansion plans to the ERCOT Transmission and Security Operator prior to switching.
New Section:
2.4.3   Generator Breaker Maintenance

Maintenance work on breakers that directly connect to a generator can be performed without a prior request if the unit is scheduled off line due to a planned or forced outage.  The maintenance work may be expanded to include the line open ended by that breaker, if the line segment can be isolated by a single switch or breaker.  The maintenance must end prior to the unit becoming available and must not delay the unit’s ability to return to service nor affect the unit(s)’ capability. The TO shall notify the ERCOT Transmission and Security Operator prior to performing any maintenance.

New Section:
2.6     Outages that Cause Overloads that do not have a Generator or switching solution

This procedure should only be implemented in cases where the requested outage warrants the increased exposure to native load shed. The following conditions must be confirmed.

1. No solution other than load shed  exists to relieve equipment overloads with this outage.

2. The proposed outage must be submitted in the greater than 45 day period to allow time to evaluate the outage if load shed is to be considered as a post contingency action. 

A solution to relieve overloads by shedding native load can be provided by the TO.   The TO must provide a plan that includes load shed and load recovery actions that may be taken during the duration of the outage should the contingency occur.  To comply with this, the TO shall submit an email to the ERCOT Outage Coordination inclusive of the following information:

1. The Temporary Outage Action Plan (TOAP) and a load recovery plan.

3. A statement of why the work is required.

4. A statement of what has been done to reduce the length of Outage. (i.e. crews working around the clock or l2 hour work days.)

5. Is this outage scheduled in a reduced load season?

a. If not, explain the reason that it is not.

6. A statement that TO staff has been trained & understands the TOAP.

7. Verification that the TOAP can be fully implemented within 15 minutes and that an adequate 15 minute rating has been provided to make the TOAP actions restore ERCOT to within normal limits. 

8. A statement from the TO confirming that if load conditions make the TOAP invalid they can either restore the Transmission equipment or formulate an alternative TOAP to be used in emergencies to allow secure operation.   

In performing its decision analysis, ERCOT will evaluate the TOAP and the restoration plan to confirm accuracy of submitted information .  
