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October 27, 2026

To: Electric Reliability Council of Texas
Re: Aggregate Distributed Energy Resource Pilot Project Governing Document, Phase 4
Texas EV Alliance recommends reducing the proposed minimum aggregate nameplate injection capability for an Aggregate Distributed Energy Storage Resource (ADESR) from 1 megawatt (MW) to 100 kilowatts (kW), or 0.1 MW, during Phase 4. The lower threshold should apply on technology-neutral terms to qualifying storage aggregations, including bidirectional electric vehicle (EV) systems, stationary storage, and combinations of those resources. This is a pilot-stage entry threshold, not a proposed exemption from operational or safety requirements.
This addendum supplements the Alliance's comments and proposed revisions. It adds a request to lower the entry threshold; the earlier recommendation distinguishing registered capability from real-time availability remains relevant but does not, by itself, admit an aggregation whose total registered capability is below 1 MW.
Basis for a 100 kW threshold
The draft requires an ADESR to reach 1 MW of aggregate nameplate injection capability within a common substation-transformer boundary, with the same Load Serving Entity (LSE) and Distribution Service Provider (DSP). In contrast, the draft retains a 100 kW response threshold for Aggregate Load Resource (ALR) and non-Controllable Load Resource (NCLR) participation. The proposed ADESR minimum is therefore ten times higher, while its geographic boundary is more restrictive.
Using an illustrative 10 kW of injection capability per approved vehicle-and-charger system, 1 MW requires 100 systems; 100 kW requires ten; and 20 systems total 200 kW. These examples are arithmetic, not a finding that every EV system exports 10 kW or that all enrolled vehicles are continuously available. Equipment ratings, approved export limits, connection availability, and customer reserves must be assessed for each aggregation.
The existing 100 kW response threshold is a useful ERCOT benchmark, but response capability under the ALR and NCLR models is not identical to injection capability under the ADESR model. Nodal modeling, dispatch, telemetry, and settlement feasibility must be confirmed for smaller ADESRs.
There is also a national benchmark: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Order No. 2222 requires covered grid operators to set an aggregation minimum no higher than 100 kW. That order does not apply to ERCOT; the Alliance cites it only as a policy comparison, not as a Texas legal requirement or proof of ERCOT system readiness.
Participation and safeguards
Texas EV Alliance recommends expressly including vehicle-to-grid (V2G) aggregations in the small-resource evaluation while keeping the lower threshold available to similarly situated storage technologies. This approach accommodates mixed EV-and-home-storage projects without creating a different eligibility rule merely because of the equipment label. EV-specific evaluation should address connections and disconnections, driving reserves, scheduled departures, and approved movement between connection points.
A dedicated V2G demonstration could be proposed if ERCOT declines a broader reduction. The preferred fallback, however, is a limited 100 kW-to-below-1 MW demonstration group that includes EV use cases but remains technology-neutral. Published selection criteria, a defined evaluation period, and an identified learning objective would distinguish a pilot demonstration from a permanent technology-specific preference. ERCOT describes its pilot process as a means to test new services or technologies before full Protocol implementation.
The lower minimum would not broaden an aggregation beyond its approved Common Information Model (CIM) Load, identified in the draft as the substation transformer, or waive common-LSE and common-DSP requirements. Utility approval of the premises and equipment configuration, applicable studies, protection settings, export limits, metering, and qualification would remain required.
The Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) must continue reporting the capability actually available, exclude disconnected devices, and satisfy dispatch obligations for the capability offered. Lowering the entry threshold does not convert nameplate capability into guaranteed output or establish a delivery duration. It does not grant ancillary-service eligibility or change load-zone settlement.
Implementation and evaluation
Texas EV Alliance recommends that ERCOT identify any registration, bid-size, dispatch-resolution, telemetry-validation, or performance-tolerance constraints affecting 0.1 MW aggregations, together with the specific conforming changes needed. Performance criteria must detect material shortfalls at the smaller scale; a reduction in minimum size should not become a blanket waiver of measurement, qualification, or performance standards.
The pilot should compare enrollment, connected availability, dispatch performance, administrative burden, participation costs, and the effects of device departures for aggregations below and above 1 MW. Those results should inform any permanent threshold. If immediate implementation is constrained, ERCOT should identify the constraint and a workable demonstration process rather than retain 1 MW without evaluating smaller qualified resources.
Respectfully submitted,
Mario Bravo
Executive Director
Texas EV Alliance
mario.bravo@txev.org
Proposed Governing Document Revisions
Phase 4 minimum aggregation threshold
Deletions are struck through; additions are underlined.
Section 2 - minimum aggregate capability
An ADESR is sized at the aggregate Resource level, with a minimum aggregate capability of 1 MW100 kW (0.1 MW).
Section 5.a - minimum aggregate injection capability
For an ADER participating as an ADESR, the nameplate capacity must have a minimum aggregate injection capability of 1 MW100 kW (0.1 MW), with no cap on aggregate injection capability imposed by this Governing Document, unless such a cap (individual or aggregate) has been established by the DSP or TSP. An aggregation with an injection capability of 10 MW or greater may be subject to the applicable large generator interconnection process.
Section 5.a - participation-options summary table
In the ADESR column, replace the entry in the "Minimum aggregation size" row:
1 MW aggregate injection capability100 kW (0.1 MW) aggregate injection capability
Section 5.a - additional pilot implementation provision
The 100 kW (0.1 MW) minimum applies to aggregate nameplate injection capability for registration in Phase 4 and does not establish a requirement to maintain that output continuously. Temporary reductions in connected, available capability below that minimum, including to zero, shall not alone terminate qualification when the approved registered capability continues to satisfy the minimum and the QSE accurately reports availability and meets all applicable dispatch and performance obligations. Disconnected or otherwise unavailable devices shall contribute no available dispatch capability. This provision does not waive interconnection, qualification, metering, telemetry, electrical-location, or customer-protection requirements, or authorize an ADESR to provide Ancillary Services.
Conforming revisions: Update Section 2, the Section 5.a minimum and summary table, and any forms or instructions that hard-code a 1 MW ADESR entry minimum. In item 6 of the Alliance's comments and its associated availability language, replace references to that entry minimum with the applicable 100 kW minimum. Section 5.c.7 already refers to the minimum established by the governing document. Do not change the separate 1 MW per-premise provisions for ALR/NCLR participation or the separate 10 MW interconnection provision.




