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	Comments


ERCOT submits these comments to Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 289, which was submitted by SB Energy on July 21, 2026.
ERCOT has several concerns with the additional exemptions proposed in NOGRR289 and proposes further discussion with developers of Large Computational Load (LCL) projects and original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) before this NOGRR is permitted to proceed.  In recent months, ERCOT has identified multiple new potential Interconnection Reliability Operating Limits (IROLs) driven by the addition of new LCLs on the system.  These IROLs are driven by the reality that many operational LCLs are exempt from the ride-through requirements introduced in NOGRR282, Board Priority - Large Computational Load Ride-Through Requirements, and may significantly reduce consumption during normal system disturbance events.  As more of these LCLs energize or reach their full approved levels of peak Demand in the coming months, ERCOT expects that these IROLs will need to be managed in Real-Time using Mitigation Plans that will involve maintaining consumption levels of identified NOGRR282-exempt LCLs below the IROL’s 3,200 MW limit. These Mitigation Plans will be implemented by the applicable Transmission Operators (TOs) for standalone projects and Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) for projects co-located with Generation Resources.  The proposal in NOGRR289 to exempt additional Load from the ride-through requirements, even on a temporary basis, compounds this problem.  By introducing additional MWs that cannot ride through as part of this NOGRR, these IROL areas will need to be managed sooner, more frequently, and with more MWs being curtailed to maintain system reliability.  It is also possible this NOGRR would lead to the establishment of additional IROLs that would otherwise not be needed.
ERCOT has performed a preliminary assessment of the impact of NOGRR289 on the impending IROLs in the North Central and West Texas regions.  Using a base assumption that cooling load accounts for 20% to 30% of the overall approved Load amount with a voltage tripping threshold of 0.7 p.u. based on the Information Technology Industry Council (ITIC) curve, the assessment showed that NOGRR289 would potentially increase the amount of Load unable to ride through within the IROL area by the amounts shown in the table below.  This increase would almost certainly require Real-Time management of the IROL sooner, with more MWs needing to be curtailed. 
	 
 Summary
	 
Base 
Case
	Base + 17GW LL

	
	
	Cooling
20%
	Cooling
25%
	Cooling
30%
	Cooling
20%
	Cooling
25%
	Cooling
30%

	# of buses with Large Load loss > 3200 MW
	29
	36
	37
	43
	124%
	128%
	148%

	Largest LL loss in NCTX_Group (MW)
	4851
	6629
	7206
	7784
	137%
	149%
	160%

	Largest LL loss in WTX_Group (MW)
	4087
	5048
	5288
	5529
	124%
	129%
	135%


Additionally, ERCOT has operational concerns about how the exempted cooling Load would be integrated into the Mitigation Plans for managing current and future IROLs.  Currently, there is no mechanism for an LCL to telemeter to ERCOT in Real-Time the portion of the operational Load that is computational and the portion that is cooling.  As a result, ERCOT would be forced to assume a static percentage based on the amount of cooling Load provided in the LCL’s dynamic model and DWG Large Load survey, which may lead to unnecessary curtailments or insufficient curtailments depending on conditions. Further, it would fall to the entities implementing the Mitigation Plans (TOs and QSEs) to ensure Load without ride-through capability is the Load that is curtailed at these sites. ERCOT questions whether LCLs can operate with cooling Load being significantly curtailed, and, accordingly, whether additional load at NOGRR282-exempt sites would need to be curtailed instead to account for the cooling load exempted by this NOGRR. 
With these operational realities in mind, ERCOT would need to account for the exempted cooling Load from sites that would otherwise be required to comply with the ride-through requirements approved in NOGRR282 in the event NOGRR289 is approved. To do so, ERCOT Operations would do the following:
1. Include all cooling Load that has requested temporary exemption by this NOGRR when evaluating the need for current and future IROLs in the quarterly stability assessment (QSA). As noted above, the additional exempted Load may lead to the identification and management of new IROLs that might otherwise not have been needed to maintain reliability. Sites with exempted cooling Load may be subject to curtailment as described below.
2. ERCOT would add the exempted cooling Load to the total Load in each IROL group when monitoring and managing the IROLs in Real-Time. As noted above, this value is not telemetered to ERCOT, so ERCOT would need to assume a static percentage of the telemetered LCL consumption is cooling Load.
As an example, suppose an IROL group has 12 Loads without any ride-through capability. In Real-Time these Loads show an aggregate consumption of 2,850 MW. Because these Loads do not have ride-through capability, ERCOT considers the entire 2,850 MW at risk of reducing during a disturbance. If 3 new Loads that would otherwise have been required to comply with NOGRR282 requirements energize, they would need to be added to the IROL group, and a portion of their consumption would need to be assumed as at risk of not riding through. So, if these Loads totaled 1,200 MW consumption and ERCOT assumed 20% was exempted cooling Load, this would add 240 MW to the total monitored by the IROL. So, instead of 2,850 MW, ERCOT would now show 3,090 MW at risk of not riding through for this IROL group. This example illustrates both the difficulty in accounting for the exempted cooling Load and the way in which that Load will lead to the IROLs reaching monitored limits sooner.
3. Once consumption within an IROL group reaches identified limits, ERCOT will instruct the applicable TOs and QSEs to execute the documented Mitigation Plan. In curtailing these LCLs to reduce or maintain consumption below the limit, ERCOT expects TOs and QSEs will have the following options:
a. Include the LCLs with exempted cooling Load in the pool of Loads that are curtailed within their area in response to the Mitigation Plan. The TO or QSE would need to ensure that the cooling Load is the Load that is reduced (since reducing consumption of the computational Load would provide no benefit if it were capable of riding through). As noted above, ERCOT questions whether LCLs can operate with cooling Load being significantly curtailed. So, this approach may require the computational Load also be curtailed; or
b. Curtail only Loads without any ride-through capability in response to the Mitigation Plan, while allowing the LCLs without ride-through capability for cooling Load only to continue to consume at approved capacity. Since there is now more exempted Load within the IROL area, the TO or QSE would need to curtail more Load from these sites than would otherwise have been required without NOGRR289.
Finally, if ERCOT were eventually to conclude that some sort of cooling Load exemption should be available to LCL developers, ERCOT disagrees that the exemption should be available indefinitely. LCL developers and OEMs now have clear notice of the ride-through requirements and should be able to incorporate them into their design and procurement decisions.  ERCOT submits that any exemption that may be found acceptable would need to end no later than June 30, 2027, after which all non-grandfathered LCLs, including cooling Load, would need to comply with the ride-through requirements.   
At this time, ERCOT defers proposing revisions to NOGRR language in favor of further discussions with LCL developers and OEMs regarding the above concerns.
	Revised Cover Page Language


None.
	Revised Proposed Guide Language


None.
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