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Key Takeaway(s)

• Inputs to the Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) 
engine have been leading to higher-than-
necessary RUC commitments.

• ESR COP HBSOC data have been much 
improved since education and outreach began.

• Where behavior persists, ERCOT has not ruled 
out further steps.

• ERCOT will continue to monitor RUC activity 
and propose changes where necessary.

• Purpose

Provide an update on flat COP HBSOC submission 

issue to stakeholders.
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PUBLIC Rerunning RUC Study – August 9th, 2026
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• Two scenarios were studied for August 9th 14:00 RUC timestamp

• Actual SOC: For all ESR units, replace COP HBSOC with telemetry SOC.

• Zero DF: Set all deployment factors to zero for all hours for all AS types

Note:  August 9th was chosen as the study day due to high accepted RUC recommended MW amount. The ratio of flat vs non-flat submission was 24% vs 76% (9,300 MWh 

vs 30,000 MWh).

COP HBSOC quality significantly affects RUC recommendation amounts; zeroing out all deployment factors has 
minimal impact.
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PUBLIC ERCOT has taken steps to address “flat” COP HBSOC 
behavior through education and outreach
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MAY

Issue raised at WMWG

JUNE

Detailed analysis presented (3 

sample days)

JUL–AUG

QSE and trade association 

meetings

SEP 

Second round of QSE outreaching

Updated analysis returns to WMWG

May 28, 2026

57% 43%

■ Profiled   ■ Flat

20,000 MWh profiled • 15,000 MWh flat

September 15, 2026

12%

■ Profiled   ■ Flat

35,000 MWh profiled • 4,700 MWh flat

→
Significant 

reduction 

in flat HBSOC

proportion 

77%88%

Note: A flat COP HBSOC is defined as the same value (or variation within 0.25% of the resource's max SOC) held for at least 24 consecutive hours, across 

ESRs with 'ON', 'ONTEST', or 'OUT' status in COP. Data reflects each QSE's latest COP snapshot submitted to ERCOT.



PUBLIC Flat COP HBSOC submissions have reduced dramatically
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• COP data containing flat HBSOC has shown improvement since mid-July, coinciding with ERCOT’s outreach to Market 
Participants submitting flat HBSOC values. 

• The remaining ~5,000 MWh SOC with flat COP HBSOC came mainly from large ESRs with ONTEST or OUT status in 
real-time. 



PUBLIC Update on Business Practice Manual
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• ERCOT updated the Business Practice 

Manual on “Current Operating Plan 

Practices By QSE” to clarify the 

expectations for ESR COP HBSOC.

• The updated document can be found on 

ERCOT’s Business Practice Manual 

webpage.

https://www.ercot.com/mktrules/bpm


PUBLIC Next Steps
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• ERCOT will continue monitoring COP HBSOC submission and their impact on RUC 

commitments and may reach out to market participants if necessary.

• While the proportion of flat HBSOC submissions has improved following education and outreach, 

ERCOT has not ruled out further actions if ongoing behavior persists.

• Separately, ERCOT will continue monitoring RUC activity more broadly to identify underlying 

drivers and pursue improvements where they are warranted.
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Learn More

www.ercot.com

Download ERCOT Mobile App

Connect With Us

facebook.com/ERCOTISO

x.com/ercot_iso

linkedin.com/company/ercot

instagram.com/ercot_iso

Questions?
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MarketAnalysis@ercot.com
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