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NERC Large Loads Action Plan: 2026-2027 Status Update
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• A recording of NERC’s webinar from July 8 on the Level 3 Essential Action Alert for Large 

Computational Loads (LCLs) is posted; responses in review for report to FERC this Fall

• Data Center Load Modeling Technical Reference posted on Aug. 3; virtual workshop set for 

afternoons on Sept. 15-16, 2026

• FERC issued Order RD26-7-000 to NERC in July to produce Reliability Standards for 

computational loads by year end, and report on additional needs by March 2027

• Revised Standards & registry criteria posted for comments/initial ballot on Aug.19 – Sept. 18

https://www.nerc.com/events/07-08-26_level_3_alert_informational_webinar
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/programs/bpsa/alerts/level-3-computational-load-alert.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/who-we-are/standing-committees/rstc/data_center_load_modeling_technical_reference_r3_clean.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/who-we-are/standing-committees/rstc/data_center_load_modeling_technical_reference_r3_clean.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/who-we-are/standing-committees/rstc/data_center_load_modeling_technical_reference_r3_clean.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/events/09-16-26-lmwg-workshop
https://www.ferc.gov/media/e-1-rd26-7-000
https://www.ferc.gov/media/e-1-rd26-7-000
https://www.ferc.gov/media/e-1-rd26-7-000
https://www.ferc.gov/media/e-1-rd26-7-000
https://www.ferc.gov/media/e-1-rd26-7-000
https://www.nerc.com/standards/reliability-standards-under-development/2026-02-computational-loads
https://www.nerc.com/who-we-are/rules-of-procedure/proposed-changes-to-rules-of-procedure


Registration

18 C.F.R. § 39.2(c): “Each user, owner and 
operator of the Bulk-Power System within the 

United States (other than Alaska and Hawaii) shall 
register with the Electric Reliability Organization 
and the Regional Entity for each region within 
which it uses, owns or operates Bulk-Power 

System facilities, in such manner as prescribed in 
the Rules of the Electric Reliability Organization 

and each applicable Regional Entity.”

NERC Rules of Procedure, Section 500: “The 
purpose of the Organization Registration Program 

is to clearly identify those entities that are 
responsible for compliance with the FERC 

approved Reliability Standards.”
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Registered Functions

Balancing 
Authority (BA) 

Distribution 
Provider (DP)

Frequency 
Reserve Sharing 

Group (FRSG) 

Generator 
Operator (GOP) 

Generator Owner 
(GO) 

Planning 
Authority/Planning 

Coordinator 
(PA/PC) 

Reliability 
Coordinator (RC)

Regulation 
Reserve Sharing 
Group (RRSG)

Reserve Sharing 
Group (RSG) 

Resource Planner 
(RP) 

Transmission 
Operator (TOP)  

Transmission 
Owner (TO)

Transmission 
Planner (TP)

Transmission 
Service Provider 

(TSP) 
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Distribution Provider Function

Distribution Provider (DP) 

• Provides and operates the “wires” between the 
Transmission system and the end use customer 

• DP-UFLS: Note: a Distribution Provider entity shall be an 
underfrequency load shedding (UFLS)-only Distribution 
Provider if it is the responsible entity that owns, controls or 
operates UFLS Protection System(s) needed to implement 
a required UFLS program designed for the protection of 
the Bulk Electric System (BES), but does not meet any 
other registration criteria for a Distribution Provider. 
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Distribution Provider Function
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Other Potential Registered Functions of Large Loads

Generator Operator (GOP) 

• The entity that: 1) operates generating Facility(ies) and performs the functions of supplying 
energy and Interconnected Operations Services (Category 1 GOP); or 2) operates non-
BES inverter based generating resources that either have or contribute to an aggregate 
nameplate capacity of >20 MVA, connected through a system designed primarily for 
delivering such capacity to a common point of connection at a voltage >60 kV (Category 2 
GOP). 

Generator Owner (GO) 

• The entity that: 1) owns and maintains generating Facility(ies) (Category 1 GO); or 2) owns 
and maintains non-BES inverter based generating resources that either have or contribute 
to an aggregate nameplate capacity of >20 MVA, connected through a system designed 
primarily for delivering such capacity to a common point of connection at a voltage >60 kV 
(Category 2 GO). 

Transmission Operator (TOP) 

• The entity responsible for the reliability of its local Transmission system and operates or 
directs the operations of the Transmission Facilities. 

Transmission Owner (TO)

• The entity that owns and maintains Transmission Facilities. 
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Proposed Computational Load ROP Changes
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Registration Takeaways

Now: apply existing 
Registration criteria to 

large loads

Future: stay tuned for 
info on new Registered 

Function specific to 
large loads 
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Questions?
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