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	Comments


The Data Center Coalition (DCC) is the national membership association for the data center industry, representing leading data center owners and operators who maintain data center infrastructure across the country and globe, as well as companies that lease large amounts of data center capacity. DCC empowers and champions the data center community through public policy advocacy, thought leadership, stakeholder outreach, and community engagement. A vast majority of DCC member companies have teams, operations, and infrastructure in the Lone Star State, and thirteen companies are proudly headquartered within its borders.
As noted in DCC's prior comments on Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 282, Board Priority - Large Computational Load Ride-Through Requirements, DCC members have facilities that are already designed and will need to be redesigned to meet the requirements set out in that proceeding. For this reason, DCC supports the NOGRR289.
Like all customers, the data center industry depends on reliable electricity service to fulfill its role as a vital backbone of the modern economy. In turn, data centers offer numerous reliability benefits to the grid, including significant investments in new energy resources and next-generation technologies. 
As detailed by SB Energy, Large Load customers face operational challenges in complying with voltage ride-through (VRT) requirements given the availability and demonstrated capability of cooling-load equipment. NOGRR 282's effective date of November 14, 2025, requires several facilities to come into immediate compliance, yet equipment currently on the market was not designed to meet these requirements. The industry needs additional time to work with equipment manufacturers and facility developers to develop compliant solutions. If NOGRR289 is adopted, DCC recommends that ERCOT clarify how the 365-day period applies to phased facilities. For a campus in which separate buildings, substations, or load blocks achieve Initial Energization at different times, the compliance period should apply separately to each independently energized phase or load block.
The affected cooling systems extend beyond chillers and Variable Frequency Drive equipment (“VFDs”) and may include pumps, fans, cooling towers, controls, protection systems, and other associated mechanical and electrical equipment. Achieving compliant performance therefore requires coordinated engineering, equipment validation, protection review, and integrated commissioning. Requiring customers to deploy untested control logic or protection settings on an accelerated basis could create equipment-safety concerns, unstable load recovery, or a greater simultaneous loss of load, the opposite of NOGRR282’s reliability objective. DCC supports requiring an affected customer to maintain a documented path to compliance, provided that submission or ERCOT approval of such a plan does not become a separate prerequisite to Initial Energization. 
We also note that as NOGRR282 is currently written, it only provides exclusions for mechanical system ride-through below 0.35Vpu. Existing VFD design makes this technically challenging as VFDs do not have internal energy sources to augment incoming power during low-voltage events. Existing VFDs are often only designed for 150% current overload (corresponding to a Vpu dip to 0.67Vpu). Additionally, VFDs possess internal protection for voltage sags which may or may not be configurable and will shut down the VFD below a certain voltage threshold to protect the electronics (often below 0.7Vpu, but dependent on the manufacturer). Further, since VFDs do not limit incoming current for undervoltage protection, their ride-through capability is dependent on the design of the incoming protection systems, which may trip on overcurrent even if no undervoltage threshold exists.
The final language should also allow ERCOT to approve a reasonable additional period where a customer demonstrates that compliance cannot be achieved within 365 days because of documented manufacturing lead times, certification delays, field-testing limitations, or other circumstances beyond the customer’s reasonable control. ERCOT should establish a clear and practicable process for demonstrating compliance, including the manufacturer documentation, engineering analyses, commissioning records, or test results that will be accepted. Applying new ride-through standards prospectively, rather than retrofitting projects already underway, would allow large customers to plan facilities around the new requirements from the outset.
Absent the additional time provided under NOGRR289, several projects may face delays in study approvals or Initial Energization, or may require substantial equipment replacement, controls modifications, protection-system changes, re-commissioning, and integrated facility testing, adding material time and cost. This burden falls heavily on facilities already in the interconnection queue, many of which are partially or fully constructed and were designed before these requirements existed. Complying with any ride-through requirement is an engineering challenge that can take months or years to solve, and an extension would give large customers time to meet NOGRR282's objective rather than rushing to meet the appearance of compliance. DCC is committed to being a collaborative partner in meeting Texas's energy demand and reliability goals and looks forward to continued engagement with the Commission, utilities, customers, and other stakeholders in Texas.
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