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	Comments


Pattern Energy (“Pattern”) appreciates the opportunity to file comments in support of Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 146.  These comments address four topics raised in stakeholder discussions at the June 4, 2026 Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) and June 10, 2026 Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) meetings.

1.  Resource adequacy
Objections have been raised to extending the qualifying stability assessment timeline because it will provide fewer opportunities to energize new generation each year and may delay future capacity additions by some number of months.  Pattern suggests a far greater harm may occur by further curtailing existing capacity behind ever more conservative Generic Transmission Limits (GTLs) due to the inadequate stability studies ERCOT says will result from keeping the shorter qualifying stability assessment timeline.  Whatever becomes of the qualifying stability assessment timeline, generation developers will strive to align their development activity with the nearest likely qualifying stability assessment date.  Given the many complexities of generation development, it would be difficult to assess how much new capacity would be truly delayed by a different qualifying stability assessment timeline but it is certain that imposing even more restrictive GTLs (than the current overly conservative GTLs) will prevent capacity on the ground now from serving Load.  Stakeholders should not trade a hypothetical harm for a concrete harm.
2.  Study complexity
Some stakeholders have theorized that lengthening the qualifying stability assessment cycle will simply add more Loads and generators into each qualifying stability assessment, thereby increasing study complexity and defeating the purpose of the extended study timeline.  However, ERCOT has stated the number of Loads and generators is not the primary driver of study complexity.  It is the number of Generic Transmission Constraints (GTCs) themselves, the process of building the study cases, and other factors.  Pattern submits that the way to decrease study complexity (and operating environment complexity) is to implement effective GTC exit solutions and decrease the number of GTCs used to manage stability issues in the system.
3.  Impacts on development timelines for new Loads and generators
Early discussion has focused on concerns that changing the qualifying stability assessment schedule will delay near-term study entrants right before energization. Pattern acknowledges this concern but suggests it is largely a one-time “transition” issue that can be mitigated by a planned transition window.  This window could allow near-term projects to complete energization on their current schedule and slot later-term projects into a delayed qualifying stability assessment timeline, potentially aligned with the timing of the Large Load Interconnection Batch Study process.  Once a new qualifying stability assessment cadence is established, Load and generation developers will synch their development activity to the new study cadence and the “delay” issue will resolve as it becomes the new norm.
4.  Goal to increase the qualifying stability assessment cadence in the future
Pattern generally agrees with commenters expressing a desire for a more rapid qualifying stability assessment cadence – quarterly, bi-monthly, or even monthly, should ERCOT harness the right mix of personnel and technical resources in the future. However, such a cadence should not come at the expense of artificially constraining existing generation in the near term.  While ERCOT should certainly aim to increase the qualifying stability assessment cadence in the future, it has made the correct near-term choice in PGRR146 to slow the study cadence in order to produce more reliable results and maximize the value of existing resources and transmission infrastructure.
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