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Eric Meier
Project 2026-02 Drafting Team Member

May 21, 2026

Project 2026-02
Computational Loads – Outreach Discussion



• Project 2026-02 will build upon the proposed Rules of Procedure updates that are 
seeking registration of “Computational Load Entities” (including data centers & 
crypto-mining facilities)

• Draft registration criteria posted, which has initiated a formal and public comment 
(feedback) period ending on May 15, 2026

Computational Load & Computational Load Entities
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• For more information, please visit 
NERC’s Rules of Procedure page

https://www.nerc.com/who-we-are/rules-of-procedure/proposed-changes-to-rules-of-procedure


“The goal of this project will be twofold and require developing:

1. Changes to the NERC Glossary to include large load entities, consistent with the 
proposed modifications for registration criteria in NERC’s Rules of Procedure; and

2. a Reliability Standard addressing reliability issues associated with integrating 
these large loads onto the BPS.”

“This drafting team will develop one or more Reliability Standard(s) to address in 
the near-term essential actions entities must take to assure the reliable integration 
of large loads into the BPS.”

Project 2026-02 SAR Purpose
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2026-02 Computational Loads Project Timeline

May Jun DecOctApr Jul Aug Sep NovMar

March 18th:
‒ Project 2026-02 

Initiated

May 15th:
‒ Rules of Procedure 

Comments Due

April 1st:
‒ Project 2026-02 SAR 

Posted for Comment
‒ Rules of Procedure 

(Computational Load 
Entities) Posted for 
Comment

April 30th:
‒ SAR Comments Due 
‒ Deadline to Join 

Short-Term Advisory 
Group

2026 2027

2027:
‒ Commence Phase 2

September/October:
‒ DT reviews comments & 

updates standard draft

August/September:
‒ Initial formal posting for 

industry comment

October/November:
‒ Additional posting for 

industry comment

December:
‒ Board Adoption

Notable Upcoming Milestones
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Zoom-In

May Jun Jul Aug

May 15th:
‒ ROP Comments

May 11-13th:
‒ DT alignment on SAR 

priorities for Phase 1
‒ Submit revised SAR to 

SC
‒ Deeper dive on 

framework

May 20th:
‒ Target SC approval 

for formal drafting

June 8-10th:
‒ Initial draft of Phase 1
‒ DT coordination with ROP 

changes/feedback
‒ Short-Term Advisory 

Group Engagement

July 14-16th:
‒ Near final draft of Phase 1
‒ DT coordination with 

LLWG on Phase 2
‒ Short-Term Advisory 

Group Engagement

August:
‒ Initial formal posting 

for industry comment

Extensive Industry Outreach



Goal: Deliver Reliability Standard Requirements that…

1. Are essential actions that ‘move the needle the most’

2. Can be most effectively delivered on the targeted Phase 1 timeline

Alignment: Focus on the core, process-related items in Phase 1…

1. Establish the right process that can set the foundation for subsequent phases

2. Leverage other existing process-related frameworks & concepts for integrating 
elements onto the BPS

3. Focus on process considerations (allow flexibility on process specifics, do not 
include technical specifics that are still evolving and/or may have regional variances)

Drafting Team Goals & Areas of Alignment
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SAR Feedback was largely supportive and consistent with the 
direction the Project 2026-02 DT is headed 



Essential Actions – Phase 1
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Data Sharing
Interconnection Process & 

Requirements 

Interconnection Study & 
Modeling

Protection & Monitoring 
(High-Resolution)

Commissioning

Operations Communication 
& Response

Other Important 
Gaps 

(can build upon the foundational 
process-related requirements)

‒ CL Data → Owners, Planners, Operators ‒ TOs have interconnection requirements 
specific to CLs

‒ TOs incorporate requirements from Planners 
& Operators

‒ Planners have interconnection study 
process for CLs

‒ Planners ensure appropriate dynamic 
modeling for CLs

‒ Ensure protection is coordinated between CLs 
& Owners

‒ Ensure high-resolution monitoring for CLs

‒ TOs have a commissioning process 
(coordinated with Planners & Operators) 
specific to CLs

‒ CLs have communication protocols with 
Operators 

‒ CLs respond to Operator Emergency 
Instructions

‒ Dynamic Model Validation
‒ Voltage & Frequency Ride-Through
‒ Annual Transmission Planning
‒ UVLS, UFLS, MLS
‒ Nuclear Coordination
‒ Balancing
‒ Critical Infrastructure Protection
‒ EMT Modeling
‒ Others

The drafting team is actively considering what are the “foundational” process-related 
requirements needed to support reliable integration of Computational Loads

Phase 2 & Beyond



1. Begin formal drafting based on Phase 1 priority alignment

a. Leverage language/frameworks for comparable existing requirements where appropriate

2. Continue to perform extensive industry outreach, including utilizing the Short-
Term Advisory Group

3. Stay closely coordinated with the Registration/Rules of Procedure modifications

Next Steps
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• Project page is active, and contains:

▪ Link to subscribe to mailing list

▪ Drafting Team Roster 
(under related files)

▪ SAR for public comment

▪ Unofficial comment form

▪ Link to submit comments

Project 2026-02 Computational Loads
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Drafting team WebEx details are on 
NERC Calendar.

https://www.nerc.com/standards/reliability-standards-under-development/2026-02-computational-loads
https://www.nerc.com/standards/reliability-standards-under-development/2026-02-computational-loads
https://www.nerc.com/events


Discussion
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