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	Comments


The Data Center Coalition ("DCC") respectfully submits this letter regarding the implementation of Senate Bill 6 ("SB 6") and the treatment of net-metered large loads within ERCOT's Batch Zero large load interconnection process, as established under Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 145. DCC's members develop, own, and operate large-scale data center facilities across the ERCOT region, including eleven companies headquartered in Texas, representing significant existing, under-construction, and planned capacity. Several of these projects have been intentionally structured to comply with SB 6 through net-metering arrangements with existing generation, subject to approval by the Public Utility Commission of Texas ("Commission"). The policy determinations requested herein are intended to apply specifically to the Batch Zero process and the treatment of SB 6 net-metered projects within that framework. 
I. Support for Interconnection Reform
DCC supports reasonable interconnection reforms and efforts to ensure that projects in ERCOT's queue reflect genuine, near-term load commitments. However, the batching process should appropriately distinguish between new transmission-dependent large loads and net-metered loads paired with existing generation, consistent with SB 6's legislative intent and differing system impacts. 
Net-metered large loads paired with existing generation under SB 6 are well-suited to support reliable, affordable, and transparent interconnection of large loads and business development in Texas, particularly over the near-term. This is because net-metered loads paired with existing generation can have flexibility conditions imposed by the Commission if needed for reliability, have significantly lower expected transmission needs, and ERCOT operations can see load in real-time through the co-located generator’s telemetry. The Commission and ERCOT should ensure that interconnection requirements for net-metered large loads paired with existing generators reflect the distinct characteristics of these projects, including their reliance on already-interconnected generation and their lower transmission planning needs, rather than applying requirements designed for greenfield development. 
II. Requested Policy Determinations
To ensure alignment with SB 6 and provide regulatory certainty, DCC respectfully requests that ERCOT incorporate the following policy determinations into the final Batch framework:
1. Align Batch Processing with SB 6 NMA Language 
ERCOT should ensure that the review and approval timelines applicable to Net-Metering Arrangements (“NMA”) under PURA §39.169 remain the controlling schedule for such projects, and that Batch sequencing does not supersede those timelines. These NMAs should not experience delays because of system-wide reliability assessments on greenfield, new transmission-dependent developments given they are being sited with existing generation resources that offer visibility into the load’s historical profile. 
2. Maintain Regulatory Parity While Preserving Efficiency
ERCOT should process net-metered projects with the same level of review as non-net-metered projects, while ensuring that review is conducted timely and consistently based on their distinct system impacts, statutory framework, approved operating characteristics, and applicable batching protocol.
3. Require Transparency and Notice of Applicable Milestones
ERCOT should provide clear, written notice identifying which studies, milestones, and approvals apply to SB 6 net-metered projects versus transmission-dependent greenfield projects, to reduce uncertainty for market participants. 
4. Consider Consistency Between Batch Zero Allocations and NMA Terms 
Allocating net-metered arrangements consistent with their contracted terms and ERCOT's project-specific system impacts study ensures that the reliability benefits these arrangements provide — including their availability for curtailment during emergency conditions — are preserved. An NMA load that is under-allocated or excluded loses its visibility to ERCOT operators and cannot fully fulfill its reliability function. Pro-rata or other allocation methodologies designed for transmission-dependent projects do not account for these characteristics and should not be applied to arrangements under PURA § 39.169. 
5. Preserving In-Flight NMAs as Batch Zero is Implemented
The current Batch Zero base load qualification deadline of March 4, 2026 does not fully account for NMA projects that were in active development but not yet filed by that date. Those projects now face potential energization delays to January 2029 or later. DCC supports Vistra's May 12, 2026 comments[footnoteRef:1] on PGRR145 recommending that NMAs with an assigned LLI# and an initial energization date between January 1, 2028 and December 31, 2028 that are not already included in Batch Zero base load be included as load to be studied and allocated in Batch Zero under Section 9.2.1.2 of PGRR145. This approach would minimize delays for 39.169 NMAs with a 2028 energization target and enable in-flight NMA projects to proceed consistent with their development timelines. [1:  Vistra Operations Company LLC, Comments on Planning Guide Revision Request 145, Batch Zero Process for Large Load Interconnections, May 12, 2026, available at https://www.ercot.com/files/docs/2026/05/12/145PGRR-89-Vistra-Comments-051226.docx.] 

III. Conclusion
DCC appreciates the extensive efforts of the Legislature, the Commission, and ERCOT to balance reliability with continued economic development. Ensuring that SB 6‑compliant, net‑metered projects are treated consistently with legislative intent is essential to best achieving and maintaining that balance. SB 6 net-metered projects provide the meaningful public interest benefits due to their flexibility for reliability, lower transmission impact, and greater transparency to ERCOT operators. DCC remains available to engage constructively as these processes continue.
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