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Skybox Datacenters LLC (Skybox) submits these comments in response to ERCOT’s April 23, 2026 comments and in support of the recommendation made by Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC (Oncor) in its April 27, 2026 comments. Specifically, Skybox supports Oncor’s proposal to rely on the date by which ERCOT’s Independent Review (EIR) should have been completed under applicable Protocol timelines, rather than the actual date of RPG acceptance or ERCOT endorsement, for purposes of ordering and prioritization under proposed Planning Guide § 9.2.1.4. This refinement mitigates potential timing distortions and better aligns eligibility outcomes with actual study maturity.
As proposed, § 9.2.1.4(3)(a) uses RPG acceptance or endorsement by March 4, 2026 as a proxy for determining whether a large load has a “complete and valid” set of studies. Such a proxy is not a reliable indicator of study sufficiency. As Oncor noted, projects submitted prior to December 15, 2025 and studied in accordance with then-applicable processes—including those that have completed or are in the final stages of EIR—may fail to achieve endorsement by March 4, 2026 due to delays in review process beyond the control of the interconnecting TDSP or large load entity (ILLE). As drafted, these projects would be diverted into secondary pathway under § 9.2.1.4(4), subject to restudy and load allocation, despite having study records that are substantively equivalent to projects receiving automatic qualification as base load. 
Oncor’s proposal directly addresses this issue by substituting the expected EIR completion date—calculated based on Protocol timelines—for the actual completion or endorsement date when ordering projects under § 9.2.1.4(4)(b). This approach restores the intended linkage between study completion and eligibility outcomes without expanding the scope of qualifying projects.
The refinement is also consistent with core planning principles. It ensures that eligibility is driven by study validity rather than administrative sequencing, and it preserves comparability among similarly situated projects. Without this adjustment, projects with equivalent study records may receive materially different treatment based solely on when ERCOT completes its review, which introduces arbitrary distinctions unrelated to reliability or system need.
Oncor’s comments further demonstrate that this issue is not theoretical. Specific projects submitted in early 2025 would have satisfied the March 4, 2026 cutoff—and thus qualified as base load—but for delays in completing EIR. Under ERCOT’s April 23, 2026 comments, those projects will be subject to additional ERCOT validation and sequential interaction risks despite having satisfied applicable study requirements under the processes in effect at the time of submission.
Accordingly, ERCOT should adopt Oncor’s recommendation to utilize the date by which EIR should have been completed under Protocol § 3.11.4.7 as the basis for ordering and prioritization under § 9.2.1.4(4)(b). This targeted modification preserves the existing framework while ensuring that Batch Zero eligibility reflects substantive study maturity.
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