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	Comments


TCPA appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback on Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 145. TCPA generally supports the April 6, 2026 comments filed by Vistra and urges ERCOT to incorporate those recommendations into the final version of PGRR145.[footnoteRef:1] Separately, TCPA emphasizes the importance of ERCOT proposing a practical “bring your own generation” (BYOG) construct for inclusion in the broader Batch Zero framework. [1:  Batch Zero Process for Large Load Interconnections, PGRR145, Comments by Vistra (April 9, 2026), available at https://www.ercot.com/files/docs/2026/04/09/145PGRR-44-Vistra-Comments-040926.docx] 


I. Support for Vistra’s April 9 Comments
TCPA agrees with Vistra that PGRR145 should not inadvertently strand or delay mature projects that are co-located with existing generation and that are already navigating the statutory framework in PURA §39.169. Vistra correctly identifies a timing conflict between the proposed Batch Zero timeline and the statutory timing applicable to certain net metering arrangements with existing generators. TCPA supports Vistra’s proposed solution: projects subject to PURA §39.169 with an assigned Large Load Interconnection (LLI) number and an initial energization date on or before December 31, 2027, as well as projects with applications approved or pending at the Commission as of July 10, 2026, should remain on the Legacy Large Load Interconnection Study (LLIS) track and be treated as base load, while similarly situated projects with 2028 initial energization dates can be included in Batch Zero as studied load. This proposal honors statutory timing, avoids unnecessary delay to mature projects, and still transitions the market to a batch study construct.
TCPA also supports Vistra’s request that PGRR145 make clear that the System Protection (Short-Circuit) Analysis is not required to be completed before initiation of a PURA §39.169 notice and application. As Vistra explained, making short-circuit completion a gating item at that stage would create additional timing risk and could effectively undermine the statutory process for co-located projects. A clarification that short-circuit analysis must still be completed before energization, but need not be complete before a §39.169 application is initiated, is a sensible change that preserves reliability while avoiding needless procedural delay.
TCPA further supports Vistra’s recommendation that PGRR145 expressly accommodate the full range of large-load configurations by making the references to interconnecting Distribution Service Providers (DSPs) and Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) more flexible. Not every project will have the same retail delivery structure, and the rule should not be written as though both a DSP and TSP are always involved in the same way. Vistra’s proposed approach—to determine the required agreement structure based on whether the Interconnecting Large Load Entity (ILLE) will actually take retail electric delivery service from a DSP—is more precise and better aligned with how co-located and self-supply arrangements can work in practice.
TCPA likewise agrees with Vistra that strong financial commitment criteria can serve an important gatekeeping role, but those provisions should be attuned so they distinguish speculative requests from real projects without imposing irrational burdens or causing mature projects to miss the queue for procedural rather than substantive reasons. TCPA supports continued consideration of tiering, refundability, and related refinements so that the rule protects the system and other customers while still allowing serious projects to move forward.

II. Support for BYOG inclusion in Batch Zero
TCPA strongly supports a clear pathway for projects that bring new generation to support large load. A BYOG pathway is desirable because it aligns with the competitive market, can reduce transmission build requirements, and may enable large loads to connect more quickly without shifting undue costs to other customers, while also improving reliability.
That view is supported by recent interest from Texas legislators and public testimony of Texas energy regulators.[footnoteRef:2] In the April 1, 2026 Senate Business & Commerce hearing, Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Chairman Thomas Gleeson noted that BYOG, particularly if paired with controllable loads, could be a bridge solution to getting large loads quickly and reliably energized. Similarly, ERCOT President & CEO Pablo Vegas stated that “there’s definitely a benefit of a bring your own generation […] because it leads to less transmission requirements being built,” and “it’s much more efficient.” He added that ERCOT is a “strong supporter” of BYOG as it helps reliability and eases connection requirements. [2:  Texas House Committee on State Affairs, Re: Project Number 58481 & 58317, page 1 (2026), https://interchange.puc.texas.gov/Documents/58481_170_1623865.PDF (“For years, this committee has been interested in supporting continued investment in new generation. Therefore, if a large customer can demonstrate that they can bring their own generation and not pull from the grid until it is ready, ERCOT should not delay the interconnection of these facilities so that more electric generation is built in Texas.”)] 

During the House State Affairs hearing on April 9, 2026, Representative John McQueeney stated that BYOG would “help our grid be more reliable and give [ERCOT] more flexibility.” Mr. Vegas responded that ERCOT is “looking to find pathways” for scenarios where customers develop their own generation behind the meter and that those arrangements, along with controllability, could “allow for a connection sooner.” He also stated that ERCOT was trying to establish rules around both concepts for Batch Zero if possible. That testimony confirms that BYOG is not a fringe concept; it is already being treated by ERCOT leadership as a reliability-enhancing and connection-accelerating option that should be accommodated in Batch Zero and the ERCOT market design.
TCPA agrees that BYOG would benefit the ERCOT market and the reliability of the grid. As such, PGRR145 should include a BYOG framework that establishes a clear path for co-located load supported by new generation; recognizes that projects bringing new generation and/or offering controllability provide system value distinct from purely front of meter load requests; and reflects the benefits of BYOG proposals where the generation component meaningfully reduces transmission needs and enhances reliability.

III. Conclusion
TCPA respectfully urges ERCOT and stakeholders to adopt the substance of Vistra’s April 9, 2026 comments and ERCOT to continue developing and incorporating a workable BYOG construct. BYOG can serve as a bridge solution that improves reliability, reduces transmission needs, and accelerates project interconnection. PGRR145 should be finalized in a manner supports these benefits and is consistent with SB6’s directive to "support business development while minimizing the potential for stranded costs and maintaining system reliability."
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