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	Comments


The Texas Blockchain Council respectfully submits that ERCOT lacks statutory authority under Texas law to impose Large Load Ride-Through requirements on retail load customers through Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 282. 
I. The Statutory Exclusion of Retail Customers
PURA §39.151(j) clearly defines the scope of ERCOT’s compliance authority. It requires compliance with ERCOT protocols only by a specific list of market participants:
•	Retail electric providers (REPs)
•	Municipally owned utilities (MOUs)
•	Electric cooperatives
•	Power marketers
•	Transmission and distribution utilities (TDSPs)
•	Power generation companies (PGCs)
Retail customers are notably absent from this list. Under the established principle of statutory construction, the legislative decision to enumerate these specific entities confirms that those omitted, namely, retail end-users, are not subject to ERCOT’s direct regulatory or enforcement authority.
II. The Ultra Vires Nature of Direct Load Regulation
ERCOT’s compliance framework operates through registered market participants not end-use customers. Attempting to bypass this structure to impose technical hardware mandates directly on downstream retail load, especially as a condition of continued energization, constitutes an ultra vires action. 
This overreach is compounded by the practical and technical infeasibility of the proposed mandate. NOGRR282 seeks to impose voltage and frequency ride-through requirements on classes of power-electronics-based load that are not designed, manufactured, or commercially available to meet ERCOT’s specified performance standards. Compliance would require redesign or replacement of existing infrastructure, not operational adjustment. Agencies may not impose requirements that are impossible to satisfy or that effectively force market exit without clear legislative authorization. 
Interpreting ERCOT’s general reliability mandate as a "blank check" to impose such untenable burdens would lead to absurd results, granting ERCOT open-ended jurisdiction over all private electricity consumption in Texas, potentially including, as discussed in a recent hearing, Texas consumer’s home HVAC systems! While ERCOT suggested that they saw no need to regulate consumer’s use of air conditioning, “at this time” we don’t believe ERCOT does or ever should have this capability.  
III. Retroactive Application and Lack of Fair Notice
Texas law strongly disfavors retroactive rule-making that imposes new burdens on completed investments without clear legislative authorization. Imposing new technical requirements after the fact, particularly where compliance requires material redesign or replacement, undermines fundamental principles of due process, reliance, and regulatory certainty. 
IV. Arbitrary Curtailment Authority Even Under Compliance
Just as concerning, NOGRR282 appears to assert that ERCOT may curtail load regardless of whether the affected customer complies – or is even required to comply pursuant to the proposed retroactive effective date – with the proposed ride-through requirements. Such an approach is inconsistent with PURA’s structure, which contemplates defined reliability tools and clearly bounded authority, not open-ended discretion over retail load operations.  
Conclusion 
Any attempt to impose ride-through requirements directly on retail load customers exceeds ERCOT’s statutory authority and is vulnerable to legal challenge.  
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