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	Comments


The Texas Energy Buyers Alliance (TEBA) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 145. TEBA represents more than 200 of the state’s largest companies and employers, collectively accounting for approximately $36 trillion in global market capitalization. ERCOT is a critical market for load interconnection both in the United States and for maintaining Texas’s global economic competitiveness.
The proposed batch large load process will influence billions of dollars in capital investment. We believe the core principle for this entire process needs to be that it is the State’s interest to connect loads quickly and reliably, with regulatory certainty. From that perspective, TEBA offers the following recommendations:
1. ERCOT Should Continue Approving Existing RPG Studies to Avoid Delays and Include in the Batch Base Case.
As drafted, the batch study process would require utilities and large loads to wait until July 2027 for approval of loads already included in submitted RPG plans. TEBA does not believe loads need to pause for a new process when the existing RPG framework can move decisions along faster in the meantime. 
ERCOT needs to expeditiously approve the existing RPGs so as not to stall the needed transmission expansion and move forward with Batch 0.  In addition, ERCOT should approve loads interconnections where the utility believes very little transmission will be required (such as co-located generation).
The utility that is serving the area has the best sense for which specific loads are approved by an RPG study; each utility may have followed a slightly different approach. The decision for continued approval of the existing RPG loads and transmission expansions should be made by the utility.
If RPG plans submitted by June 1 are approved in a timely fashion, then they can be included in the batch process as part of the base case, while also approving the transmission plans and associated loads much sooner. 
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