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	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	9.3.2, Large Load Interconnection Study Scoping Process

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) implements targeted revisions to Section 9.3.2 to strengthen Large Load Interconnection Study (LLIS) scoping requirements and improve transparency across ERCOT, Transmission Service Providers (TSPs), and Interconnecting Large Load Entities (ILLEs) by enhancing documentation.
The revisions:
· Require the LLIS study scope to be documented in a complete and auditable written format at the outset of the study;
· Clarify the study assumptions, key inputs, scenario requirements and analyses that must be defined in the preliminary and final scope;
· Establish a more structured comment resolution process for ERCOT and directly affected TSPs;
· Introduce a notification requirement to the ILLE when repeated resubmittals indicate material disagreement over scope; and
· Improve clarity and consistency with related Planning Guide provisions to reduce unnecessary iteration and minimize scope creep.
These changes are intended to create a more uniform LLIS scoping process and improve the transparency and efficiency of LLIS activities.

	Reason for Revision
	  Strategic Plan Objective 1 – Be an industry leader for grid reliability and resilience
  Strategic Plan Objective 2 - Enhance the ERCOT region’s economic competitiveness with respect to trends in wholesale power rates and retail electricity prices to consumers
  Strategic Plan Objective 3 - Advance ERCOT, Inc. as an independent leading industry expert and an employer of choice by fostering innovation, investing in our people, and emphasizing the importance of our mission
  General system and/or process improvement(s)
  Regulatory requirements
  ERCOT Board/PUCT Directive

(please select ONLY ONE – if more than one apply, please select the ONE that is most relevant)

	Justification of Reason for Revision and Market Impacts
	ERCOT’s existing LLIS scoping approach lacks consistent structure, clear requirements, and reliable documentation. The current process does not generate a uniform or auditable scope, which leads to miscommunication with TSPs, uncertainty about agreed study parameters, and avoidable delays and restudies. Updating Planning Guide Section 9.3.2 (established by PGRR115, Related to NPRR1234, Interconnection Requirements for Large Loads and Modeling Standards for Loads 25 MW or Greater) is necessary to create a more transparent and complete framework for defining LLIS scope and supporting efficient study execution.
Because today’s LLIS scoping efforts do not consistently produce a complete or verifiable reference document, ERCOT and TSPs regularly face disputes over study assumptions, study area limits, performance criteria, and required analyses. These issues frequently surface after modeling or analysis is already underway, leading to schedule impacts, misaligned expectations, repeat study efforts, and unnecessary use of engineering and financial resources by ERCOT, TSPs, and ILLEs.
The proposed revisions add upfront documentation requirements, clarify the elements that must be defined in the scope, and formalize the steps for review, comment, revision, and approval. A more structured and visible scoping process will limit ambiguity, reduce uncontrolled changes to the study scope, and improve predictability for stakeholders. This supports timely and efficient completion of large load interconnection studies and reduces unnecessary rework, while improving coordination among ERCOT, TSPs, and ILLEs.
The broader market benefit is a more efficient and dependable LLIS process that lowers uncertainty for stakeholders, strengthens planning coordination, and enables timely advancement of Large Load projects that support economic development and grid reliability across ERCOT.



	Sponsor

	Name

	Andrew Schaper

	E-mail Address
	andrew@schaperintl.com

	Company
	Schaper Energy Consulting LLC

	Phone Number
	

	Cell Number
	713-515-4620

	Market Segment
	Not applicable



	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Cory Phillips

	E-Mail Address
	cory.phillips@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464



	Proposed Guide Language Revision



	[PGRR115:  Insert Section 9.3.2 below upon system implementation of NPRR1234:]
9.3.2	Large Load Interconnection Study Scoping Process
(1)	ERCOT will notify the interconnecting TSP after all requirements detailed in paragraph (1) of Section 9.2.2, Submission of Large Load Project Information and Initiation of the Large Load Interconnection Study (LLIS), have been met.  Within ten Business Days of this notification, the lead TSP shall schedule a kick-off meeting with ERCOT and the certificated DSP to occur soon thereafter. If the proposed project is co-located with a Generation Resource, the kick-off meeting must also include the affected Resource Entity or IE.  The lead TSP shall invite the Interconnecting Large Load Entity (ILLE) to attend the kick-off meeting.  The ILLE may attend at its option.
(2)	ERCOT will notify all other TSPs of the LLIS request.  Each TSP may evaluate if it is directly affected by the interconnection request and determine if it should participate in the LLIS.  Examples of a directly affected TSP may include, but are not limited to, a TSP whose facilities are likely to experience changes in voltage or power flow because of the Load interconnection request. 
(3)	Each directly affected TSP desiring to participate in the LLIS shall promptly notify the lead TSP and ERCOT and must provide a description of the expected effect of the Load interconnection on the TSP’s facilities in its notification.  The lead TSP shall include all directly affected TSP(s) in the LLIS kickoff meeting.
(4)	At the LLIS kickoff meeting, the lead TSP will present the proposed project and facilitate a general discussion of the preliminary study scope of work for the LLIS.
(5)	Any reactive studies required under Protocol Section 3.15, Voltage Support, or Subsynchronous Oscillation (SSO) studies required under Protocol Section 3.22.1.4, Large Load Interconnection Assessment, shall be scoped simultaneously with the LLIS but do not need to be included as part of the LLIS.  The Resource Entity responsible for the reactive study shall provide it to ERCOT directly.
(6)	The lead TSP will develop a preliminary written LLIS study scope within ten Business Days following the kickoff meeting.
(a)	The written study scope must include all study elements required by Section 9.3.4, Large Load Interconnection Study Elements, unless ERCOT in collaboration with the TSP(s) determine that one or more studies are unnecessary.  If a study element is deemed unnecessary, the lead TSP shall provide a written technical justification for not performing the analysis in lieu of the study report.
(b)	The study scope shall specify, at a minimum, the base cases, study assumptions including the study area definition and topology, proposed Load Commissioning Plan (LCP), andstudy scenarios, reliability or constraint management criteria outside of those identified in Section 4.1.1, Reliability Criteria, (e.g. shift or load flow factors) that will be used in each LLIS element.  Any transmission facilities that will not be in service before Initial Energization of the proposed Load that may significantly impact the study results, as initially identified by the lead TSP during the project kickoff meeting, shall be documented in the study scope.  All study assumptions related to maintenance outage scenarios required under Section 4.1.1.8, Maintenance Outage Reliability Criteria, shall be explicitly identified in the study scope.
(c)	The study scope shall detailspecify the involvement, if any, of any directly affected TSPs in the study process and clearly state their role in the analysis.  In some cases, it may be necessary for the ILLE to execute study agreements with multiple TSP(s).
(d)	The lead TSP may propose interconnection design alternatives during the scoping process.  Such alternative options shall be fully studied in all required LLIS study elements.
(7)	The lead TSP shall submit the preliminary written study scope for review by ERCOT and all directly affected TSPs, including TSPs which may be directly affected due to proposed interconnection topology. Directly affected TSPs and ERCOT may provide comments on the preliminary study scope within ten Business Days of posting.
(8)	Upon closing of the comment period described in paragraph (7) above, the lead TSP shall, within ten Business Days, submit a final written study scope that addresses submitted comments from ERCOT and directly affect TSPs to the extent possible.  ERCOT in collaboration with the TSP(s) shall determine the study scope.
(9)	Within five Business Days of the lead TSP submitting the final study scope, ERCOT shall either approve the final study scopeit in writing (with e-mail being sufficient) or return itthe scope to the lead TSP with comments including a comprehensive list of proposed modifications.  If no response is received from ERCOT or directly affected TSPs within five Business Days, the LLIS scope shall be considered final (the Final LLIS Study Scope) in the latest form submitted by the lead TSP.  If comments are received from ERCOT or the affected TSPs, tThe lead TSP shall promptly address ERCOTincorporate the comments and resubmit the final study scope according to paragraphs (7) and (8) above.
(a)	If the study scope requires more than three resubmittals in aggregate, whether due to comments from ERCOT or any directly affected TSP, the lead TSP shall notify the ILLE and shall provide all prior ERCOT and directly affected TSP comments in writing.
(10)	ERCOT may request a modification to the Final LLIS Study Scope only if, after the scope is approved but before the studies are completed, new Large Loads meet the threshold of having a completed LLIS under paragraph (6) of Section 9.4, satisfy the requirements of Section 9.5, the transmission upgrades presented in their LCPs are included, and the new Large Loads are within the approved study area defined in the previously approved Final LLIS Study Scope.



PRR_Template.doc	Page 2 of 2
PRR_Template.doc	Page 2 of 2
136PGRR-01 Large Load Interconnection Study Scope Documentation 112525	Page 1 of 2
PUBLIC
image2.wmf


X


image1.wmf



