Planning Working Group


PLWG Meeting Notes 

	1.
	Antitrust Admonition

	2.
	Agenda Review

	3.
	PLWG Meeting Minutes (Oct 16 & Oct 29) were reviewed, no changes were made.

	4.
	General updates

· At the Nov 7 ROS meeting, the following occurred:

· ROS referred PGRR120 to PLWG
· ROS voted to approve PGRR117 (ERCOT comments 101124)
· ROS voted to approve NPRR1247 (ERCOT comments 102324)
· PLWG is seeking new leadership for 2025; Dylan Preas (Chair) asked interested parties to send candidates for chair and vice-chair to him.

	5.

6.
7. 
	PGRR 120 – SSO Prevention for Generator Interconnection

· Megan Miller (ERCOT) reviewed PGRR 120, which will prohibit future generation resources from interconnecting on a series-compensated circuit such that an N-1 contingency event would cause the generation to become radial to a series capacitor. Series capacitors are located at Romney, Kopperl, Kirchhoff, Edison, Orsted, Gauss, CTT Cross, North Edinburg, Rio Hondo, Cenizo, and Del Sol. The presentation shown was from November ROS.
· Patrick Gravois (ERCOT) said that there were multiple SSO events in 2023 in N-0 and N-1 conditions.
· Brett Rollow – Would ERCOT consider making the language N-1, not considering double circuits.

· Megan Miller (ERCOT) – ERCOT would like to use Credible Single Contingency, which includes double circuits, because that is used in Operations.
· Dylan Preas (LCRA TSC) – How many miles of 345-kV transmission line will no longer be available for generation interconnections?
· Megan Miller (ERCOT) – ERCOT will review and bring back to PLWG.
· Kristin Cook (Southern Power) – Who would do the study in the case of a generator modification?

· Megan Miller (ERCOT) – Modifications are subject to the FIS process, per the Planning Guide currently, and would do the studies as usual.

· Sunil Dhakal (Lone Star) – How do the proposed restrictions affect generation in the queue?

· Megan Miller (ERCOT) – ERCOT proposes that this PGRR take effect no sooner than April 1, 2025, to allow for an appropriate window for in-process generator interconnections & modifications to continue under the existing Planning Guide language before the proposed restrictions are enforced.

· Praveen Iyer (EDF Renewables) – Is there an inverter that mitigates SSO?

· Megan Miller (ERCOT) – We do not know if that technology exists and/or if generator OEMs have implemented it. In addition, not all SSO mitigation measures are effective.

· Freddy Garcia (ERCOT) – ERCOT observed a situation where a new wind generation resource connected to a series-compensated circuit near an existing generation resource. The resource had mitigation in place, but both facilities still experienced an SSO event. It took more than one year to fine-tune the mitigation measures for both generation resources. Additional details are available in a presentation given at the May 2023 IBRTF meeting.

· Action – Table PGRR 120 pending further comments and discussion at the December meeting.

PGRR 119 – Stability Constraint Modeling Assumptions in the Regional Transmission Plan

· PGRR 119 formalizes the existing practice in which ERCOT applies a reliability margin (e.g., 10 percent) to stability constraints when ERCOT models a stability constraint in RTP reliability and economic cases.

· Eric Goff (OPUC) submitted reply comments on November 6.

· Ping Yan (ERCOT) clarified that PGRR 119 does not define the reliability margin directly. Rather, it points to the ERCOT operating procedures that define the reliability margin.

· Alexandra Miller (EDF Renewables) – The proposed changes are part of NPRR 1070 Planning Criteria for GTC Exit Solutions, which has been tabled since Spring 2021.

· Alexandra Miller (EDF Renewables) – We may file minor comments to clarify the effect of outages on stability constraint limits and change “shall” to “may”. The substance of the proposed revision is fine.

· Action – PLWG reached consensus on the original version of PGRR 119 submitted by ERCOT. Alexandra Miller (EDF Renewables) may present her suggested desktop edits to ROS for consideration.
PGRR115 (related to NPRR1234) – Interconnection Requirements for Large Loads and Modeling Standards for Loads 25 MW or Greater
· Agee Springer (ERCOT) submitted reply comments on November 11. Agee reviewed the comments, as well as reply comments to NPRR 1234.

· Martha Henson (Oncor) – Based on an initial reading of the ERCOT revisions, Oncor may file limited comments.

· Alexandra Miller (EDF Renewables) – ERCOT should file comments on top of the latest filed comments.

· Bill Blevins (ERCOT) – The ERCOT comments incorporate previously filed comments. However, due to the length and complexity of the proposed revisions, ERCOT decided to amend the original PGRR 115. 

· Cory Phillips (ERCOT Market Rules) – The ERCOT comments synthesize several long and complex filed comments. ERCOT wanted to file a clean set of comments that will clearly show which proposed revisions ERCOT does or does not accept relative to the original PGRR 115.

· Harsh Naik (Oncor) – What is the overlap between PGRR 115 and PGRR 122?

· Agee Spring (ERCOT) – PGRR 122 proposes new transmission planning performance criteria, whereas PGRR 115 and NPRR 1234 propose new definitions and processes.

· Evan Neel (Lancium) – Does the 1000 MW limit include battery charging load for co-located large loads?

· Agee Springer (ERCOT) – The intention is that this limit does not include battery charging load.

· Evan Neel (Lancium) – Does the 1000 MW limit apply to generation resources?

· Bill Blevins (ERCOT) – No.

· Action – Table PGRR 115 pending further comments and discussion at the December meeting. Bill Blevins (ERCOT) requested that stakeholders contact him directly to discuss particular issues so that filed comments are actionable and the December meeting is as productive as possible.  ERCOT would like to reach consensus at the December meeting.

	8.
	NERC Topics Roundtable (future topics):

· NERC recently published Draft 2 of the new CIP-014-4 Physical Security standard. The recently concluded ballot failed.

· NERC recently published Draft 4 of the new TPL-008-1 Transmission System Planning Performance Requirements for Extreme Temperature Events standard. The 4th draft standard is currently in the comment period. Per Order 896, NERC is required to file a final version to FERC in December.

	9.
	Review Open Action Items

· ROS assigned PLWG an action item to review and update the Planning Guide for references to “Load” and “load” based on the ROS-endorsed PGRR 107.

· Alexandra Miller (EDF Renewables) – This review could be systematically completed one section at a time, in lieu of opportunistically reviewing & revising the Planning Guide as PGRRs are submitted.

	10.
	Other business – (none)

	11.
	Adjourn


	Open Action Items
	Responsible Party

	Review use of “Load” in the Planning Guide, revise as needed. 
	PLWG


Next meeting on Dec 18, 2024.
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