Planning Working Group Notes 
08/13/2024

1. Antitrust Admonition

2. Agenda Review

3. Review of PLWG Meeting Notes from July 16, 2024

4. General Update

a. ROS referred PGRR 117 to PLWG.

5. PGRR 107 (NPRR 1180) – Inclusion of Forecasted Load in Planning Analyses
PLWG held discussion on PGRR107.

a. ERCOT submitted NPRR 1180 reply comments and PGRR 107 reply comments on July 15.

b. Action – PLWG reached consensus on PGRR 107 (July 15, 2024 version) and does not have further comments on NPRR 1180 (July 15, 2024 version) besides the pending clarification on “Load” versus “load” in the definition of Substantiated Load. (Nathan Bigbee (ERCOT) had previously said that ERCOT would submit reply comments to revise the definition of “Load” to “load” or “Load forecast” where appropriate, and Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT) confirmed that ERCOT was still planning to submit comments.)

6. PGRR 115 (NPRR 1234) – Interconnection Requirements for Large Loads and Modeling Standards for Loads 25 MW or Greater
PLWG held discussion on PGRR115.
Discussion/comments captured:
a. Floyd Trefney (ERCOT Steel Mills) submitted reply comments on July 3. The primary concern of these comments are Section 9.2.5(1) remote-control disconnect requirements for existing large loads, particularly industrial facilities.

b. ERCOT submitted reply comments on August 12 in opposition to the ERCOT Steel Mills comments.

c. Bill Blevins (ERCOT) mentioned that ERCOT is interested in modifying Planning Guide Section 4.1.1.8 (PGRR 98) to clarify criteria and expectations related to studying maintenance outages in an “off-peak system condition” in an LLIS. These revisions would be submitted in a separate PGRR, if and when they are submitted.

d. Bill Blevins also mentioned that previously discussed criteria (e.g., limits on how much load can be served from a single substation) would also be submitted in a separate PGRR, if and when they are submitted. Bill further clarified that a hypothesized 1000 MW limit on load served from a single substation was derived from the Southern Cross study and could be revised.

e. Action – Table PGRR 115 pending further comments and discussion at the September meeting, with the intention of sending PGRR 115 back to ROS.

7. PGRR 117 – Addition of Resiliency Assessment and Criteria to Reflect PUCT Rule Changes

Robert Golen (ERCOT) provided an overview of PGRR117 - Addition of Resiliency Assessment and Criteria to Reflect PUCT Rule Changes.
Discussion/comments captured:

a. Harsh Naik (Oncor) – What is the intention of the proposed Section 4.1.2 with respect to “reduced” load shed, and how does this relate to consequential or non-consequential load loss?

i. Robert Golen (ERCOT) and Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT) – This section was written to give ERCOT some leeway to adjust the criteria for the scenario being studied.

b. Harsh Naik (Oncor) – What contingency events and performance criteria will be applied in Section 3.1.1.6(3)?

i. Robert Golen (ERCOT) – These refer to typical N-1 contingency events. ERCOT would consider revising this section to replace the reference to P7 contingency events to a more appropriate reference to Common Tower Outages (i.e., ERCOT 1) contingency events defined in Section 4.

c. Wes Woitt (CenterPoint) – In Section 4.1.2, did ERCOT consider including criteria related to the duration of forecasted load loss (e.g., restoration time)?

i. Robert Golen (ERCOT) – No.

d. In response to a question, Robert Golen (ERCOT) clarified that the GRRA results will not be binding, and TSPs will be expected to submit projects to RPG for evaluation under the normal processes.

e. Mark Bruce (Pattern Energy) – Why was PGRR 117 submitted before the NPRR referenced in the comments (“ERCOT intends to propose an NPRR to address the process for determining whether an upgrade that meets the proposed resiliency criteria provides sufficient benefit to offset any insufficiency of economic savings or reliability benefits”)?

i. Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT) – ERCOT wanted to have PGRR 117 submitted, approved, and implemented as soon as possible.

f. Andrew Hamann (LCRA) – What load level will be used in the GRRA study case (“coincident load values”)?

i. Robert Golen (ERCOT) – ERCOT expects to use a scaled RTP case.

g. Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT) mentioned that ERCOT may also discuss implementation details for TPL-008-1 Transmission Planning Performance Requirements for Extreme Weather at a future PLWG meeting and that PGRR 117 is separate from TPL-008-1.

h. Action – Table PGRR 117 pending further comments and discussion at the September meeting.

8. NPRR 1247 – Incorporation of Congestion Cost Savings Test in Economic Evaluation of Transmission Projects
Ping Yan (ERCOT) presented an overview of NPRR1247 – Incorporation of Congestion Cost Savings Test in Economic Evaluation of Transmission Projects. NPRR1247 is pending formal assignment to PLWG and presented for discussion only.

Discussion/comments captured:
a. Energy and Environmental Economics (E3) recommended system-wide energy cost reduction (“System-Wide Gross Load Cost”) as the most suitable congestion cost savings test (September 2023 presentation to PLWG). NPRR 1247 incorporates the recommended congestion cost savings test into the economic planning criteria in Section 3.11.2.

b. NPRR 1247 overlaps with NPRR 1070.

c. In response to a question, Ping Yan (ERCOT) said that, for example, indirect benefits could be due to an improved ability (lower costs or higher reliability/security) to take transmission outages; another example could be greater resiliency to extreme weather.

d. Alex Miller (EDF Renewables) – Can NPRR 1070 and NPRR 1247 be treated as a package?

i. Ping Yan (ERCOT) – ERCOT has requested urgent status on NPRR 1247 and recommends that NPRR 1070 be considered separately.

e. Action – None. This item was discussion only.

9. NERC Topics Roundtable

a. In July, Mina Turner (AEP) had said that she plans to discuss the revised NERC CIP-014-4 standard at a future PLWG meeting.

10.  Review Open Action Items

11.  Other Business

a. (None)

12.  Adjourn
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