Planning Working Group Agenda 
07/16/2024

	1.
	Antitrust Admonition

	2.
	Agenda Review

	3.
	Review of PLWG Meeting Minutes (June 11)

	4.
	General updates

a. TAC approved PGRR 106.

b. ROS referred PGRR 115 to PLWG.



	5. 
	PGRR 107 (NPRR 1180) – Inclusion of Forecasted Load in Planning Analyses

a. ERCOT submitted NPRR 1180 reply comments and PGRR 107 reply comments on July 15. Nathan Bigbee (ERCOT) reviewed the reply comments.

b. After discussion, Nathan Bigbee (ERCOT) said that ERCOT would submit reply comments to revise the definition of “Load” to “load” or “Load forecast” where appropriate.

c. Rodica Donaldson (EDF Renewables) – What is meaning of a “letter from a TDSP officer”?

i. Martha Henson (Oncor) – Officer-letter loads are high-confidence loads where a customer has shown significant interest & competence in developing that load.
d. Brian Hithersay (Brazos) – What is the consequence of officer-letter loads not materializing?

i. Martha Henson (Oncor) – Including an officer-letter load in planning cases and studies is only one step in a multi-step process. If an officer-letter load stalls, Oncor would withdraw the load from its officer-letter list and would not proceed with (for example) RPG project submissions or CCN applications. These additional steps disincentivize project development if the load does not materialize as expected.
e. Kristy Ashley (CES) – What checks-and-balances help ensure that officer-letter loads are not duplicative or excessive?

i. Martha Henson (Oncor) reiterated her prior answer.
f. Kristy Ashley (CES) – How does PGRR 107 and NPRR 1180 correspond to the modeling approach in the ERCOT Permian Basin Study?

i. Martha Henson (Oncor) – The Permian Basin Study was directed by legislation, so the comparison is not apt.
g. Rodica Donaldson (EDF Renewables) – Will these load definitions be rolled into the CDR?

i. Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT) – These discussions are ongoing.
h. Sandeep Borkar (LCRA TSC) – It would be helpful if the proposed language specifically accounted for native load growth.

i. Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT) – Native load growth could be captured as an officer-letter load. ERCOT intentionally drafted the language to be permissive and non-exhaustive.
i. Andrew Hamann (LCRA TSC) – What information does ERCOT expect TSPs to include with an RPG Project Submission to substantiate load?

i. Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT) – TSPs would need to submit the FDA/FEA or an officer-letter to ERCOT when submitting an RPG project triggered or justified by a new load.
j. Blake Holt (LCRA) – What transparency or reporting requirements will be associated with Substantiated Load?

i. Nathan Bigbee (ERCOT) – ERCOT is not opposed to publicly reporting Substantiated Load provided that the reports do not disclose confidential information.
k. Brad Woods (TRE) – What prevents double-counting of Substantiated Load?

i. Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT) – There are mechanisms to partially mitigate this risk, and ERCOT is still considering reporting or review mechanisms.
l. PLWG will table PGRR 107 (and NPRR 1180) for further discussion at the August meeting to allow time for additional comments & discussion, with the intention of sending PGRR 107 back to ROS at the Sept meeting.


	6.
	PGRR 115 (NPRR 1234) (Slides) – Interconnection Requirements for Large Loads and Modeling Standards for Loads 25 MW or Greater

a. Bill Blevins (ERCOT) reviewed PGRR 115 and NPRR 1234, which ERCOT submitted on May 28 to replace PGRR 111 and NPRR 1191. There was lengthy discussion.

b. Discussion included, but not limited to, the following items:

i. Load co-located with generation resources
ii. QSA and GTC limits – loads will be incorporated into the QSA to test impact to GTC limits.

iii. Commissioning plan/schedule needs to be up to date.

iv. Stakeholder(s) request a high-level process flow and estimate of timeline.

v. ERCOT will preform final check of the studies.

vi. PG Section 9.1 (1) (d) Requirement designed to provide best information on future Large Loads so that ERCOT can factor into resource adequacy.

vii. PG Section 9.2.2 (1) (a) ERCOT will provide standardized format for Large Load Interconnection requests.
viii. PG Section 9.2.5 (1) Large Loads must have a TO remote control disconnecting device to respond to a system fault or ERCOT instruction to disconnect.

ix. ERCOT has a focus on steady state and dynamic stability studies, with less emphasis on short circuit studies.
x. At some point, interconnection study reports will be available to TSPs in RIOO, but not to load entities, although can consider posting redacted reports.

xi. Per ERCOT, PGRR and NPRR requirements will be placed on new and existing loads. 

c. Floyd Trefney (ERCOT Steel Mills) submitted reply comments on July 3. The primary concern of these comments is Section 9.2.5(1) remote-control disconnect requirements for existing large loads, particularly industrial facilities.  ERCOT agree to follow-up with ERCOT Steel Mills.
d. In response to a question, Agee Springer (ERCOT) clarified that while large loads will be included in QSAs, ERCOT will not directly impose a consumption limit on a large load through the QSA or LLIS process.

e. PLWG will table PGRR 115 for further discussion at the August meeting to allow time for additional comments & discussion.


	7.
	PGRR 117 – Addition of Resiliency Assessment and Criteria to Reflect PUCT Rule Changes

a. Robert Golen (ERCOT) said that ERCOT plans to submit the PGRR this week.



	8.
	NERC Topics Roundtable:

a. Mina Turner (AEP) is on the drafting team for NERC CIP-014-4 (Slides) and plans to discuss the revised standard at a future PLWG meeting.

b. In June, Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT) had said that ERCOT may also discuss implementation details for TPL-008-1 Transmission Planning Performance Requirements for Extreme Weather at a future PLWG meeting.



	9.
	Review Open Action Items
a. ERCOT Congestion Cost Savings Test & NPRR 1070 – Planning Criteria for GTC Exit Solutions. Ping Yan (ERCOT) says that a draft PGRR is currently undergoing ERCOT and PUCT internal review.



	10.
	Other business

	11.
	Adjourn
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