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	Comments


Enerwise Global Technologies, LLC d/b/a CPower appreciates the opportunity to comment on ERCOT’s proposal to eliminate the Verbal Dispatch Instruction (VDI) requirement for deployment and recall of Load Resources and Emergency Response Service (ERS) Resources.  CPower generally supports eliminating VDI and transitioning to Extensible Markup Language (XML) messaging instructions as the primary communication process for deploying and recalling these Resources.  In CPower’s experience, reliance on VDI creates unnecessary confusion and delay.  
While CPower supports eliminating the VDI process, it is concerned with the potential risk of relying on a single mode of communicating such critical and time sensitive information as Dispatch Instructions for Load Resources and ERS Resources.  While generally more efficient and clearer than VDI, XML is not perfect.  During at least one recent ERS test event, ERCOT contacted CPower outside of the normal communication process because it was not certain the XML was working properly.  Relying solely on XML messages for communicating dispatch instructions is a risk that, while potentially small, is easily avoidable.
Accordingly, to the extent that ERCOT abandons VDI in the future, CPower recommends that it adopt some alternative redundant method for communicating deployment and recall of Load Resources and ERS Resources.  In particular, in the event ERCOT removes VDI, CPower recommends adopting high-level email instructions separate from the XML deployment message.  Such a message could simply identify what Resources ERCOT is deploying, ensuring notice to Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) in the unlikely event of a failure of the XML messaging process. This should be a simple measure to help ensure that resources critical to the reliability of the ERCOT System are deployed and recalled as intended.
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