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Notification of Required Access to EPS Metering Facilities
· For maintenance or changes to ERCOT-Polled Settlement (EPS) Metering Facilities, the Transmission and/or Distribution Service Provider (TDSP) shall notify ERCOT when access is expected to occur by completing the “TDSP Access to EPS Metering Facility Notification Form” and e-mailing the completed form to “mreads@ercot.com”:
· The e-mail subject line shall read “EPS Access Required – SITE NAME.”

· For maintenance or changes to equipment used in the calculation of the auxiliary Load telemetry provided to an EPS Meter, the Resource Entity shall notify ERCOT and the TDSP when access is expected to occur by completing the “Resource Entity Access to Auxiliary Load Telemetry System Notification Form” and e-mailing the completed form to mreads@ercot.com and an email contact provided to the Resource Entity by the TDSP:

· The e-mail subject line shall read “Telemetry Access required – SITE NAME”
· For “emergency repairs,” the TDSP can notify ERCOT of the need to access EPS Metering Facilities by calling the Meter Data Acquisition System (MDAS) Operations Center at 512-248-6500 and submit the “TDSP Access to EPS Metering Facility Notification Form” by the end of the next Business Day following such access.
· For “emergency repairs” of equipment used in the calculation of the auxiliary Load telemetry provided to an EPS Meter, the Resource Entity can notify ERCOT of the need to access EPS Metering Facilities by calling the Meter Data Acquisition System (MDAS) Operations Center at 512-248-6500 and submit the “Resource Entity Access to Auxiliary Load Telemetry System Notification Form” by the end of the next Business Day following such access.

Examples of Maintenance Included in the Five Business Day Notification Period

· EPS Meter maintenance.
· Removal of any EPS Metering Facility wiring. 

· Maintenance to non-EPS Metering equipment that is connected to the EPS Metering circuit.  

Examples of Changes Included in the Ten Business Day Notification Period
· EPS Metering equipment changes or replacements (non emergency).
· EPS Metering equipment reprogramming (non emergency).
· Upgrade the site from “temporary metering” to “permanent metering.”
· Changes to equipment used in the calculation of the auxiliary Load telemetry provided to an EPS Meter (non-emergency).

· Planned modifications to the calculation of the auxiliary Load in the Resource Entity equipment as recorded on the “Resource Entity Access to Auxiliary Load Telemetry System Notification Form”.
Examples of Repairs Included in the Immediate Notification Period
· This category is for unplanned work being performed to repair EPS Metering Facilities due to a failure. 

· Communication failure to an EPS Meter.
· Meter reprogramming.
· EPS Meter replacements.
· EPS instrument transformer replacements.  
· Replacement or repair of equipment used in the calculation of the auxiliary Load telemetry provided to an EPS Meter.  
· Immediate modifications to prevent under reporting of the calculation of the auxiliary Load in the Resource Entity equipment as recorded on the “Resource Entity Access to Auxiliary Load Telemetry System Notification Form”.    

Planned Maintenance or Testing of Equipment
· The primary and the backup meters shall not be taken out of service during the same Settlement Interval (15-minute time interval), unless the scope of work requires both meters being out of service at the same time.

· Before removing an EPS meter from service, the TDSP EPS Meter Inspector shall:
· Notify ERCOT that the meter shall be removed from service by calling ERCOT MDAS at (512) 248-6500.  A voice mail message is considered adequate notification.

· If there is not a certified backup meter, ensure that interval data is downloaded from the meter.  Such meter download shall be in a format that allows the creation of an MDAS compatible file format (Example: HHF File, P-File, E-File, CSV file) for such data.  This can be accomplished by:

(a)
ERCOT polling the meter.
(b)
The TDSP polling the meter.
(c)
The TDSP downloading the interval data. 

· If the EPS meter is an ONLY meter or the changes/maintenance cannot be performed without pulling the primary and backup meter(s) out of service during the same 15-minute time interval.

(a)
The TDSP shall make arrangements to assist ERCOT in the estimation of meter data for the metering point before the meter is removed from service.  

(b)
ERCOT will ask the TDSP to provide 15-minute interval data to be utilized to perform the edit in the ERCOT MDAS system. 

(c)
If the TDSP determines that 15-minute interval data cannot be provided, ERCOT will perform the edit with the assistance of the TDSP so that reasonable data is available as per the Protocols for Settlement billing. 

· ERCOT recommends that during normal business hours, the TDSP should request to have ERCOT poll the meters to see that they are back in proper working condition and perform a Load verification.

Repairs of Equipment
NOTE *** If the metering at an EPS Metering Facility is totally out of service, then changes/maintenance or repairs may be completed before ERCOT is notified.  Once the EPS Meters are back in service, arrangements for the data to be provided or estimated will be handled at that time.
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