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13 CHANGES TO WEATHER ZONE CHARACTERISTICS 
(1)
Changes to Weather Zones and any combination thereof that may be requested including changes in:

(a)
Weather Zone boundary definitions;

(b)
Boundaries of weather modeling regions;

(c)
Weather stations used; and

(d)
Weighting factors assigned to weather stations used within a Weather Zone.

(2)
Any change to Load Profile ID assignments resulting from an approved modification to the definitions of Weather Zones shall only be applied on a prospective basis.

(3)
Sufficient documentation shall be provided to demonstrate that the Weather Zone modification improves the accuracy of Settlement.  
13.1
General Guidelines for Weather Zone Changes

13.1.1
Uniformity

(1)
Weather Zone characteristics shall be applied to all Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) located within the geographic boundaries of the Weather Zone.  Zone Improvement Plan (ZIP) codes are mapped to Weather Zones and are defined by the ZIP-to-Zone mapping in the Appendix D, Profile Decision Tree.

13.2
Changes to Weather Zone Boundaries

13.2.1
Types of Weather Zone Boundary Changes

(1)
Changes to Weather Zone boundaries and any combination thereof, may occur due to the following conditions:

(a)
Subdivision:  An existing Weather Zone is divided into two or more zones;

(b)
Boundary shifting:  Existing Weather Zone boundaries are moved so that areas are shifted between Weather Zones; or
(c)
Boundary collapsing:  Existing Weather Zone boundaries are moved so that one Weather Zone is created from two or more existing Weather Zones.

(2)
When creating a new Weather Zone, the other zones affected by the boundary change shall satisfy the Weather Zone criteria in Section 13.2.2, Eligible Areas for Weather Zones.

13.2.2
Eligible Areas for Weather Zones

(1)
Each Weather Zone that results from a requested Weather Zone boundary change shall be a geographically contiguous area defined by identifiable physical, Transmission and/or Distribution Service Provider (TDSP) territory, or Zone Improvement Plan (ZIP) code boundaries.  

13.2.2.1
Size

(1)
The requested Weather Zone changes shall be shown in supporting documentation to be of sufficient size, both in number of Customers and in total energy consumption, to justify the changes.  While no explicit size threshold is set, the size of each proposed new or changed Weather Zone shall be considered in evaluating a Weather Zone change request.  

13.2.2.2
Weather Stations

(1)
Only weather data from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) first or second order weather stations shall be used in model calculations.  Each proposed new or changed Weather Zone shall have at least two NOAA first or second order weather stations to represent it.  No weather station is permitted to have more than 50% weighting factor within a Weather Zone.  
13.3
Weather Zone Definition or Modeling Region Changes without a Change Request

13.3.1
Changes Required Based on Changing Data Availability
13.3.1.1
Changes in National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Weather Station 

(1)
In the event National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) discontinues or downgrades an existing weather station, ERCOT shall assess and propose reasonable adjustments.

13.3.1.2
Changes in Zone Improvement Plan Codes

(1)
ERCOT’s Load Profiling Weather Zones are defined by the five digit Zone Improvement Plan (ZIP) codes.  ZIP code changes within a current Weather Zone shall not require any special adjustments.  The new ZIP code definitions shall be incorporated into profiling systems so that Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) shall continue to be correctly assigned.

(2)
ZIP code changes that affect a Weather Zone boundary shall be incorporated into Weather Zone definitions with minimal change in definitions and assignments.  When a ZIP code overlaps two or more Weather Zones, the entire new ZIP code shall be assessed for the proper Weather Zone assignment.  A ZIP code shall be completely contained within only one Weather Zone.
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