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	Comments


RESPONSE TO ERCOT SEPTEMBER 6, 2023, COMMENTS
ERCOT filed additional comments on September 6, 2023, rejecting comments filed by entities representing generation resources that would be affected by the proposed language in NOGRR 245.  Although the comments presented by NEER and others offered alternative proposals as previously requested by ERCOT, ERCOT did not address the merits of those alternative proposals.   For example, NEER’s proposal would result in implementation of advanced ride-through capabilities for all existing resources as well as new interconnections.

ERCOT’s responsive comments mischaracterize the stakeholder comments as claiming that all of ERCOT’s proposed changes would be infeasible.  NEER’s comments simply seek parity among resource types in the implementation of ride-through design changes.  Further, the NEER comments address the implementation of state-of-the art technology as those technical solutions are developed, rather than establishing a static evaluation of available technology at the time the NOGRR is adopted.  NEER suggests that the ride-through capabilities be evaluated dynamically according to technology developments for each resource as they become available.

In support of its rejection of alternative proposals, ERCOT makes assertions such as “critical and urgent reliability risks presented by poor ride-through performance of [inverter-based resources (IBR) and Type 1 and Type 2 [Wind Generation Resources (WGR)].”
  However, ERCOT fails to point to any specific data to support these conclusory claims.  For example, ERCOT provides no data regarding ride-through performance of Type 1 and Type 2 WGRs.  Further, ERCOT does not provide an explanation of why Type 1 and Type 2 WGR tripping presents a more significant reliability risk than the tripping of other non-IBR Resources that ERCOT plans for and mitigates by procuring ancillary services.  Claims that Type 1 and Type 2 resources pose an extraordinary risk to system reliability are particularly surprising given ERCOT’s prior comments about how little Type 1 and Type 2 wind generation exists on the ERCOT system.  

ERCOT points only to three events related to IBR tripping within ERCOT and provides no data with regard to these events.
  In fact, the joint ERCOT/Texas RE/NERC Presentation regarding the Odessa event did not include any data for wind resources and focuses exclusively on solar IBR resources.
  There were no Type 1 or Type 2 WGRs affected by either of the Odessa events.  

In the “Background” section of the NERC presentation on the Odessa Disturbance Events, NERC indicates that the Blue Cut, Canyon 2, Palmdale Roost, Angeles Forest, and San Fernando disturbances identified in ERCOT’s September 6 comments were all related to the reductions of solar PV resources.
   ERCOT provides no data proving the involvement of Type 1 or Type 2 WGRs in any of these instances.  In fact, the same section of the NERC Report references the IEEE P2800 and states that it is “expected to ensure that future interconnections of BPS-connected inverter-based resources are designed and installed with the equipment and functional performance capabilities to mitigate some or all of the issues identified in the past ERO disturbance analyses.”
  Again, because Type 1 and Type 2 WGRs are not IBRs, nothing in the NERC Odessa Disturbance Events report suggests these WGRs pose a reliability concern.

Further, as to the Panhandle Event referenced by ERCOT, the Report makes clear that all of the resources involved have in-service dates of November 2014 or later.
  Thus, none of these resources are Type 1 or Type 2 WGRs, and none are subject to the current ride-through grandfathering that ERCOT’s current proposed language in NOGRR 245 continues to propose to eliminate.  Further, the NERC Report on this event demonstrates that the majority of the tripping causes were not due to voltage or frequency ride-through issues, and thus would be unaffected by the measures ERCOT proposes in this NOGRR.
  

The NERC report on the Panhandle event highlights one of the key concerns related to the language in the proposed NOGRR.  As demonstrated in the NERC Report, resources tripped for a variety of reasons other than a failure to ride-through applicable voltage or frequency deviations.  However, under the language in the proposed NOGRR, ERCOT Staff would have the ability (if not the obligation) to impose penalties on the resource because it tripped at a time that the voltage and or frequency deviation was within the curves set forth in the NOGRR.   This type of blind application of a standard without regard to reason or efficacy demonstrates that ERCOT Staff has not narrowly tailored proposed rule changes to address the actual root causes of the Panhandle and Odessa Events.

The most recent ERCOT Study directly addressing the reliability risk associated with voltage ride-through requirements for pre-2008 WGRs (including Type 1 and Type 2 turbines) was the ERCOT Voltage Ride Through Study – Phase III Report June 15, 2010.  This study did not indicate a need to modify the then-existing ERCOT voltage ride-through requirements
, and ERCOT has not provided any information that refutes the conclusions of this study.   There is no data to support ERCOT Staff’s broad assertions that there is an urgent or critical reliability risk associated with Type 1 and Type 2 WGRs that warrants a change to the ride-through standards applicable to these resources.

Accordingly, NEER requests that the actual reliability risk and data be fully considered before implementing a performance-based standard for WGRs that have been reliably serving Texans for many years.  
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