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	Comments


Thank you for allowing stakeholders to comment on the revision requests discussed at the August 16, 2023 workshop.  As explained below, Golden Spread Electric Cooperative (GSEC) has one main concern regarding the calculation of load shed obligations.

As a small ERCOT Transmission Operator (TO), GSEC is vulnerable to large loads creating a load shed obligation by being on the ERCOT Summer or Winter Coincident Peak (CP) one year, and then curtailing the following year if an EEA event occurs. 

In new Section 4.5.3.5(2) of NOGRR256, Registered Curtailable Loads (RCLs) are exempt from creating a load shed obligation for a Transmission and Distribution Service Provider (TDSP) and its associated TO. Controllable Load Resources (CLRs) and Non-Controllable Load Resources (NCLRs) are not exempt. GSEC is concerned that it could be possible for a CLR or NCLR to be on during the ERCOT summer or winter peak and create a load shed obligation for a small TO the following year. If an EEA3 event occurs the following year, ERCOT would curtail the CLR/NCLR, which could create a situation where a small TO would encounter a disproportionate share of load shed. In an extreme event, a small TO could be forced into blackout and still be non-compliant.   

For example, if a 300MW data center/bitcoin miner signs up as a CLR, and the ERCOT summer peak is on a windy day when resources are abundant and ERCOT does not need to ramp the CLR down, then the GSEC TO would double its traditional load shed allocation. Then the following year, ERCOT has an EEA event and ramps the CLR down, the GSEC TO would have to double the amount of load shed it otherwise would have. 

GSEC appreciates the efforts ERCOT has made to exclude RCLs from load shed obligations but believes this does not go far enough.  To ensure compliance of smaller TOs that have large loads interconnecting or already online necessitates the exclusion of CLRs and NCLRs from the load shed obligations.
GSEC looks forward to addressing this issue at the September 6, 2023 Large Flexible Load Task Force (LFLTF) meeting.

	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


4.5.3.5
Transmission Operator Load Shed Obligation

(1)
Each TO shall take and direct actions to ensure that ERCOT Load shed instructions are effectuated.  Each DSP shall comply with any reasonable instruction given by its TO to effectuate Load shed obligations.   
(2)
Load shed obligation percentages for ERCOT EEA Level 3 Load shedding will be determined by calculating each TO’s Load as a percentage of the ERCOT System summer and winter peak 15-minute Demand interval.  For the purposes of this paragraph, TO Load will be the amount of Load being served by all of the TDSPs that the TO represents, excluding RCLs, CLRs, and NCLRs.  The calculations for summer and winter Load shed obligation percentage are as follows: 

(a)
The calculated Load shed obligation percentage for the summer Season will be based on the single highest coincident ERCOT System peak 15-minute Demand interval for the summer months of June through September as reflected in the 4-Coincident Peak (4-CP) data submitted by ERCOT to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) for that year.  Anticipated revisions to the summer Load shed table shall be posted as described in paragraph (4) below no later than March 31st of each year based on data from the previous calendar year.  

(b)
The calculated Load shed obligation percentage for the winter Season will be based on the single highest coincident ERCOT System peak 15-minute Demand interval for the winter months of December through February as reflected at the time that ERCOT extracts the Load data for the winter Season from its settlement system.  Anticipated revisions to the winter Load shed table shall be posted as described in paragraph (4) below no later than August 31st of each year based on data from December of the previous calendar year and January through February of the current year. 

(3)
The summer Load shed table will be used during a hot weather Load shed event and the winter Load shed table will be used during a cold weather Load shed event.  ERCOT will determine, in its sole discretion, whether an EEA event will be treated as a hot weather or cold weather Load shed event based on the weather conditions.  The summer and winter Load shed time periods will be published annually with the updated obligation tables in paragraph (2) above.  In addition, if ERCOT issues an Operating Condition Notice (OCN), it will notify Market Participants which Load shed table would apply to the potential Load shed event.  When ERCOT directs TOs to shed Load, it will specify which Load shed table applies for the Load shed event.  ERCOT shall use the same Load shed table for the duration of a Load shed event.

(4) 
ERCOT shall maintain the Seasonal Load shed tables reflecting each TO’s total Load shed obligation on the ERCOT website.  The Load shed obligation percentages will be reviewed by ERCOT and revised as described above, or as otherwise deemed appropriate by ERCOT, to reflect any new or changed TO designation by a DSP.  Adjustments to the Load shed obligations due to changes in TO designations will be performed using the same Load data upon which the table was based.  Following ERCOT’s Seasonal peak Load reviews or ERCOT’s receipt of any new or changed TO designation, ERCOT shall post any anticipated revisions to the Load shed tables on the ERCOT website. ERCOT shall issue a Market Notice announcing the posting of the revisions at least ten days prior to the effective date of the revisions or as soon as practicable if ERCOT determines there is a need to correct the Market Notice less than ten days before the effective date. 
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