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	PGRR Number
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	PGRR Title
	Related to NPRR1183, ECEII Definition Clarification and Updates to Posting Rules for Certain Documents without ECEII

	Date of Decision
	June 8, 2023

	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Timeline
	Normal

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.1.1.2, Regional Transmission Plan

3.1.8, Planning Geomagnetic Disturbance (GMD) Activities

7.1, Planning Data and Information

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 1183, ECEII Definition Clarification and Updates to Posting Rules for Certain Documents without ECEII

	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) updates Planning Guide language to reflect the current practice of posting versions of the Regional Transmission Plan (RTP) and versions of Geomagnetic Disturbance (GMD) assessments, correspondingly updates the data sets in paragraph (2) of Section 7.1, and generally updates posting locations from “Public” to “ERCOT website”.
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	This PGRR conforms Planning Guide language to existing practices of posting versions of the Regional Transmission Plan and versions of documents related to GMD activities.
As explained in the Revision Description for NPRR902, ERCOT Critical Energy Infrastructure Information, the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area was intended to be used for ERCOT to provide routine Market Participant access to information that is sensitive for security reasons – i.e., ERCOT Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (ECEII).  ERCOT Staff continue to analyze documents held in the MIS Secure Area designed to house ECEII to determine whether any such documents should be held in another area, and anticipate future Revision Requests to propose revised handling of other documents as they are evaluated.

	ROS Decision
	On 6/8/23, ROS voted to recommend approval of PGRR108 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the Independent Generator (Calpine) Market Segment.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

	Summary of ROS Discussion
	On 6/8/23, ERCOT Staff reviewed PGRR108.


	Opinions

	Credit Review
	Not applicable

	Independent Market Monitor Opinion
	To be determined

	ERCOT Opinion
	To be determined

	ERCOT Market Impact Statement
	To be determined


	Sponsor

	Name
	Kim Rainwater; Jonathan Levine

	E-mail Address
	Kimberly.Rainwater@ercot.com; Jonathan.Levine@ercot.com 

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-225-7179; 512-225-7017

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not Applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Brittney Albracht

	E-Mail Address
	Brittney.Albracht@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-225-7027


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None
	


	Market Rules Notes


None
	Proposed Guide Language Revision


3.1.1.2
Regional Transmission Plan

(1)
The Regional Transmission Plan is developed annually by ERCOT, in coordination with the RPG and Transmission Service Providers (TSPs).  The Regional Transmission Plan addresses regional and ERCOT-wide reliability and economic transmission needs and the planned improvements to meet those needs for the upcoming six years starting with the SSWG base cases.  These planned improvements include projects previously approved by the ERCOT Board, projects previously reviewed by the RPG, new projects that will be refined at the appropriate time by TSPs in order to complete RPG review, and the local projects currently planned by TSPs.  Combined, these projects represent ERCOT’s plan which addresses the reliability and efficiency of the ERCOT System in order to meet North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standards, the Protocols, Operating Guides and this Planning Guide.  Projects that are included in the Regional Transmission Plan are not considered to have been endorsed by ERCOT until they have undergone the appropriate level of RPG Project Review as outlined in Protocol Section 3.11.4, Regional Planning Group Project Review Process, if required.  The process used by ERCOT to develop the Regional Transmission Plan is outlined in Section 3.1.4, Regional Transmission Plan Development Process.

(2)
ERCOT shall post the Regional Transmission Plan by December 31 of each year as follows:

(a)
Versions that include ERCOT Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (ECEII) shall be posted on the MIS Secure Area;

(b)
Versions that include both ECEII and Protected Information shall be posted on the MIS Certified Area for TSPs only; and

(c)
Versions redacted of ECEII and Protected Information shall be posted on the ERCOT website.
(3)
ERCOT shall include in the Regional Transmission Plan report a list of Transmission Facilities that are loaded above 95% of their applicable Ratings for the following conditions:

(a)
Normal system conditions; or 

(b)
Following the contingency loss of a single generating unit, transmission circuit, transformer, or common tower outage.

3.1.8
Planning Geomagnetic Disturbance (GMD) Activities

(1)
As required by the applicable NERC Reliability Standard, ERCOT shall employ the Geomagnetically-Induced Current (GIC) system models described in Section 6.11, Process for Developing Geomagnetically-Induced Current (GIC) System Models, to perform simulations to identify maximum effective GIC flow in the high side wye-grounded transformers for the worst case geoelectric field orientation for each transformer for the benchmark and supplemental Geomagnetic Disturbance (GMD) events.  ERCOT shall post on the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area the preliminary maximum effective GIC flows and preliminary GIC time series results to the TSPs and Resource Entities for comment before finalizing the results. Upon consideration of the comments, ERCOT shall make the final maximum effective GIC flows in the high side wye-grounded transformers and the final GIC time series available to TSPs and Resource Entities by posting this data on the ERCOT MIS Secure Area.   
.
(2)
Each TSP and Resource Entity that owns a high side wye-grounded transformer(s) with the high side terminal operated at 200 kV or higher within the ERCOT planning area shall perform the benchmark and supplemental transformer thermal impact assessment(s) as required in the applicable NERC Reliability Standard and shall provide to ERCOT any suggested actions to mitigate the impact of GICs on those transformers with the high side terminal operated at 200 kV or higher within 18 months of the date of ERCOT notification to TSPs and Resource Entities that the final GIC flow results are posted on the MIS Secure Area. 
(3)
ERCOT and the TSPs shall develop for approval by the TAC, criteria for acceptable steady-state voltage performance during the benchmark and supplemental GMD events.
(4)
ERCOT in collaboration with the TSPs and Resource Entities shall perform the ERCOT benchmark and supplemental GMD vulnerability assessments as required in the applicable NERC Reliability Standard; and may set a Generation Resource to out of service prior to receiving an NSO if the Resource Entity notifies ERCOT of its intent to retire/mothball the Generation Resource and/or makes a public statement of its intent to retire/mothball the Generation Resource.  ERCOT shall post on the ERCOT website the preliminary results of the GMD vulnerability assessments to the TSPs and Resource Entities for comment before finalizing the results.  Upon request, ERCOT shall make available to the TSPs the GIC system models and other model information used for the GMD vulnerability assessments, including suggested actions described in paragraph (2) above.

(a)
ERCOT will post and maintain the current list of Generation Resources that will be set to out of service pursuant to paragraph (4) above on the ERCOT website.

(5)       ERCOT shall finalize the ERCOT benchmark and supplemental GMD vulnerability assessments, including any associated corrective action plans, post them as follows, and notify TSPs and Resource Entities of the posting:

(a)
Versions that include ERCOT Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (ECEII) shall be posted on the MIS Secure Area;

(b)
Versions that include both ECEII and Protected Information shall be posted on the MIS Certified Area for TSPs only; and

(c)
Versions redacted of ECEII and Protected Information shall be posted on the ERCOT website.
(6)
For each GMD vulnerability assessment that does not satisfy applicable performance requirements, each impacted TSP and Resource Entity, in collaboration with ERCOT, shall develop and document corrective action plan(s) for their facilities, and develop a timetable, subject to revision, for implementing the corrective action plan(s).  For any corrective action plan proposing upgrades to the transmission system that are subject to Protocol Section 3.11.4, Regional Planning Group Project Review Process, review shall be conducted in accordance with the process described therein.  For any corrective action plan that is not subject to the review process described in Protocol Section 3.11.4, ERCOT shall review the corrective action plan to ensure that it satisfies applicable performance requirements.  Any corrective action plan that proposes operational actions shall be reviewed pursuant to Nodal Operating Guide Section 11, Constraint Management Plans and Remedial Action Schemes.

(a)        If a situation beyond the control of the TSP or Resource Entity prevents implementation of a corrective action plan within the timetable for implementation required in the applicable NERC Reliability Standard, the TSP or Resource Entity shall submit a revised corrective action plan, updated timetable, and documentation supporting the request for extension of time, as required in the applicable NERC Reliability Standard, to ERCOT within 30 days of the revision of the corrective action plan.

(b)
After receipt of all information required in the applicable NERC Reliability Standard, ERCOT shall submit the request for extension of time to the NERC Regional Entity, as required in the applicable NERC Reliability Standard, on behalf of the TSP or Resource Entity.
(7)
ERCOT shall post the GMD vulnerability assessment reports and corrective action plan(s) on the ERCOT MIS Secure Area within 90 calendar days of development or revision.

(8)       ERCOT in collaboration with TSPs and Resource Entities shall implement a process for obtaining GIC monitor data and geomagnetic field data from TSPs, Resource Entities, or other available sources as required in the applicable NERC Reliability Standard.
7.1
Planning Data and Information
(1)
The information available on the ERCOT website or applicable Market Information System (MIS) (i.e., Secure or Certified Areas) includes, but is not limited to, planning information pertaining to the following:

(a)
Long-term planning;

(b)
Regional transmission planning;

(c)
Steady state data;

(d)
Resource integration;

(e)
Case studies and files used in planning;

(f)
Model information; and

(g)
Data and information available to specific groups of Market Participants.

(i)
Market Participants with a nondisclosure agreement with ERCOT have designated sections on the MIS that allow access to the certified posting of group information.  

(ii)
Market Participants may access the artifacts posted for their respective groups on the MIS Secure Area.
(2)
The list below includes both data set and designated classification of the available planning data and information.  Where the information is classified as “Certified,” the appropriate Market Participant category or group is  “(all TSPs)” to indicate all Transmission Service Providers or “(PDCWG members)” to indicate members of the Performance, Disturbance, Compliance Working Group.                
	Data Set
	Classification

	Aggregated Wind Output
	ERCOT website

	Annual Planning Model Data Submittal Schedule
	Secure

	Demand and Energy Monthly Reports
	Secure

	Dynamic Data Information
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Economic Studies of Transmission Projects for New Generation
	Secure

	ERCOT Long-Term System Assessment (LTSA) (except for Protected Information) 
	Secure

	ERCOT LTSA
	Certified (all TSPs)

	ERCOT Steady State Planning Contingency Files
	Secure

	ERCOT System Operating Limit (SOL) Methodology
	ERCOT website

	Generation Data Forms
	Secure

	Generator Interconnection Status (GIS) Report
	ERCOT website

	Geomagnetically-Induced Current (GIC) Flow Information
	Secure

	Geomagnetic Disturbance (GMD) Vulnerability Assessment Postings (except for Protected Information) – includes ERCOT Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (ECEII)
	Secure

	GMD Vulnerability Assessment Postings – includes ECEII and Protected Information 
	Certified (all TSPs)

	GMD Vulnerability Assessment Postings (redacted) – excludes ECEII and Protected Information
	ERCOT website

	Documents Initiating a Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR)
	Certified (all TSPs)

	GINR Security Screening Studies and Supporting Documents
	Secure

	Sub-synchronous Oscillation Studies and Supporting Documents
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Full Interconnection Study (FIS): Steady-State, System Protection, Stability, and Facility Studies and Supporting Documents (except for Protected Information)
	Secure

	FIS: Draft Steady-State, System Protection, Stability, and Facility Studies and Supporting Documents
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Independent Market Monitor (IMM) and Topology Processor Supporting Documents
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Performance, Disturbance, Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) Group Documents and Project Files
	Certified (PDCWG members)

	Public Generation Information
	ERCOT website

	Remedial Action Plan (RAP) Review Cases
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Resource Registration Data
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Regional Planning Group Projects
	Secure

	Regional Transmission Plan Postings (except for Protected Information) – includes ERCOT Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (ECEII)
	Secure

	Regional Transmission Plan Postings – includes ECEII and Protected Information
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Regional Transmission Plan Postings (redacted) – excludes ECEII and Protected Information
	ERCOT website

	Seasonal Voltage Profile Studies
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Special Planning Studies (except for Protected Information)
	Secure

	Special Planning Studies
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Steady State Power Flow Base Cases
	Secure

	Steady State Power Flow Case Data
	Certified (all TSPs)

	Steady State Topology Processor Files
	Secure

	Steady State Transmission Project and Information Tracking (TPIT) Procedures
	Secure

	System Protection Short Circuit Data
	Secure

	Transient Stability Screening Study for ERCOT System
	Certified (all TSPs)

	TSP Planning Criteria and Procedures
	Secure

	Voltage Stability Screening Study for ERCOT System
	Certified (all TSPs)
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