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	Comments


RWE Renewables owns and operates utility-scale wind, solar and battery resources within ERCOT.

RWE believes the ERCOT proposal to implement a fixed 180 day time window between ERCOT Part 2 (Sync.) and Part 3 (COD) during the commissioning process is simply not practical.

Commissioning is a complex process and there are many variables outside of the direct control of Interconnecting Entities that can impact commissioning timelines. This includes but is not limited to items such as: 

· Weather and grid conditions which can impede timing for scheduling testing.

· Project limitations such as equipment delays due to supply chain issues.

· Approved design assumptions versus testing discrepancies where solutions may involve additional engineering, procurement or redesign solutions that take longer than 180 days to develop, implement and test.

· Resolving new equipment issues with OEMs whether it’s hardware, software or a combination of both which cannot be captured in ERCOT studies.

· Size of total Generation Resource (scaling) not taken into account with a fixed 180 day window (e.g. more wind turbines, inverters etc. lead to a longer overall commissioning process).

· Ongoing ERCOT challenges with promptly reviewing and providing testing feedback which can significantly extend approval timelines.

All of these issues above are examples that can impact the commissioning timeline which often result in exceeding the proposed 180 day timeframe. Issues that arise need to be resolved on an individual basis and may require much longer than 180 days.

In addition, RWE is not aware of any commercial advantages to remaining in ERCOT Part 2 and Interconnecting Entities are already strongly incentivized to reach ERCOT COD (Part 3) as soon as possible.

RWE proposes the adjustment of a 180 day period to 365 days above the 20 MVA limit in combination with ERCOT having authority to grant revised timelines with documented cause from the Interconnecting Entity. We believe that this will create an adequate buffer for Interconnecting Entities prior to triggering additional unwanted administrative work for all parties involved.
	Revised Cover Page Language


	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) requires an Interconnecting Entity to complete all conditions for commercial operation of a Generation Resource or Energy Storage Resource (ESR) within 365 days of receiving approval for Initial Synchronization above 20 MVA from ERCOT.  

	Business Case
	As of December 20, 2022, 53 projects representing more than 11,180 MW of capacity in Generator Interconnection or Modification (GIM) received approval for Initial Synchronization under Part 2 (or Part 2b, where applicable) of the ERCOT New Generator Commissioning Checklist more than 180 days ago, and still have not received their Part 3 approval required for full commercial operation.  Of these, 36 projects representing 8,151 MW received approval for Initial Synchronization under Part 2 (or 2b) more than one year ago, and 18 projects representing 3,137 MW received approval for Initial Synchronization more than two years ago.

Delays in completing the Resource commissioning process create a reliability risk because, in aggregate, there could be a significant amount of generation on the ERCOT System that is not providing system support services.  Specifically, any Generation Resource or ESR whose Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) has not requested approval of Part 3 of the ERCOT New Generator Commissioning Checklist for the Resource may not have an operational Automatic Voltage Regulator (AVR), Power System Stabilizer (PSS), or turbine speed governor, and may not have demonstrated the Resource’s Reactive Power capability through testing. 

To alleviate this reliability risk, this PGRR limits the time between Initial Synchronization and commercial operation by requiring Generation Resources and ESRs to complete all conditions required for commissioning and to require submittal of Part 3 of the ERCOT New Generator Commissioning Checklist within 365 days of receiving ERCOT’s approval for Initial Synchronization.  This period is more than a reasonable amount of time to complete the necessary requirements.  


	Revised Proposed Guide Language


5.5
Generator Commissioning and Continuing Operations

(1)
For each interconnecting Generation Resource or Energy Storage Resource (ESR), each Interconnecting Entity (IE) shall meet the conditions established by ERCOT before proceeding to Initial Energization, Initial Synchronization, and commercial operations.  These conditions may require proof of meeting applicable ERCOT requirements, which may include, but are not limited to, reactive capability, Voltage Ride-Through (VRT) standards, dynamic model template submission, Automatic Voltage Regulator (AVR), Primary Frequency Response (PFR), Power System Stabilizer (PSS), Subsynchronous Resonance (SSR) models, and telemetry.

(2)
Within 365 days of receiving ERCOT’s approval for Initial Synchronization above 20 MVA of a new or repowered Generation Resource or ESR, a Resource Entity shall ensure the Resource meets the conditions established by ERCOT for commercial operations and shall submit a request to ERCOT to commission the Resource.  Nothing in this section affects ERCOT’s authority to require the disconnection of a Resource from the ERCOT System if ERCOT determines that the Resource creates a risk to the reliability of the ERCOT System. 

In the event a Generation Resource or ESR will be unable to complete all necessary construction and required testing to commence commercial operations and connect reliably to the ERCOT System, the Generation Resource or ESR shall notify ERCOT prior to the planned commercial operation date and provide ERCOT with an updated commercial operation date that the Generation Resource or ESR can reasonably expect to commence operations in a reliable manner. 
(3)
No later than 30 days following the Resource Commissioning Date, the Resource Entity shall submit updates to the resource dynamic planning models based on “as-built” or “as-tested” data and provide a plant verification report as required by paragraph (5)(b) of Section 6.2, Dynamics Model Development.  Pursuant to paragraph (5)(c) of Section 6.2, any necessary model updates shall be accompanied with model quality tests.

(4)
During continuing operations:

(a)
Pursuant to paragraph (5)(c) of Section 6.2, any necessary model updates shall be accompanied by model quality tests.

(b)
The Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT with a plant verification report as required by paragraph (5)(b) of Section 6.2 at the following times:

(i)
No later than 30 days after implementing a settings change as required by paragraph (7) of Section 6.2;
(ii)
No earlier than 12 months and no later than 24 months following the later of the Resource Commissioning Date or March 1, 2021; and

(iii)
A minimum of every ten years.
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