MEMO
PRS Memo to 5/23/23 TAC Meeting

Date:
May 23, 2023
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
Martha Henson, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs)
	Issue: 

Consideration of the following NPRRs recommended for approval by PRS:

· NPRR1143, Provide ERCOT Flexibility to Determine When ESRs May Charge During an EEA Level 3

· NPRR1161, Clarify AVR Notification Requirements for IRRs

· NPRR1163, Related to LPGRR070, Discontinuation of Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Meter Weather Sensitivity Process

· NPRR1166, Protected Information Status of DC Tie Schedule Information

· NPRR1167, Improvements to Firm Fuel Supply Service Based on Lessons Learned

· NPRR1168, Related to RMGRR172, Texas SET V5.0 Continuous Service Agreements Changes

· NPRR1169, Expansion of Generation Resources Qualified to Provide Firm Fuel Supply Service in Phase 2 of the Service - URGENT

· NPRR1177, Enhance Exceptional Fuel Cost Process – URGENT 

· NPRR1178, Expectations for Resources Providing ERCOT Contingency Reserve Service – URGENT

	Background/History: 

Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments participated in each vote and (ii) for NPRRs, ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Finance Sub Group (CFSG) have reviewed the NPRR and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 

Revision Requests Recommended for Approval
· NPRR1143, Provide ERCOT Flexibility to Determine When ESRs May Charge During an EEA Level 3 [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon implementation of NPRR1002, BESTF-5 Energy Storage Resource Single Model Registration and Charging Restrictions in Emergency Conditions 
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  (There are no additional impacts to this NPRR beyond what was captured in the Impact Analysis for NPRR1002.)
Revision Description:  This NPRR allows ERCOT the ability to decide when Energy Storage Resources (ESRs) may charge during an Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) Level 3.
PRS Decision:  On 4/13/23, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR1143 as amended by the 9/29/22 ERCOT comments.  There was one opposing vote from the Cooperative (STEC) Market Segment, and eight abstentions from the Consumer (Occidental), Cooperative (GSEC), Independent Generator (2) (Luminant, Calpine), Independent Power Marketer (IPM) (Tenaska), and Municipal (3) (CPS Energy, GEUS, Austin Energy) Market Segments.  On 5/10/23, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/13/23 PRS Report and the 7/27/22 Impact Analysis for NPRR1143.  There were four abstentions from the Cooperative (2) (GESC, STEC), Independent Generator (Luminant), and Municipal (Austin Energy) Market Segments.
· NPRR1161, Clarify AVR Notification Requirements for IRRs [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2023
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies that Intermittent Renewable Resources (IRRs), who remain synchronized to the ERCOT System but are not able to provide Reactive Power when not providing real power, do not have to notify ERCOT other than the Real-Time telemetered status.

PRS Decision:  On 3/8/23, PRS voted unanimously to recommend approval of NPRR1161 as submitted.  On 4/13/23 PRS voted unanimously to endorse and forward to TAC the 3/8/23 PRS Report as revised by PRS and the 2/7/23 Impact Analysis for NPRR1161.

· NPRR1163, Related to LPGRR070, Discontinuation of Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Meter Weather Sensitivity Process [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon implementation of LPGRR070, Discontinuation of Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Meter Weather Sensitivity Process 
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  (There are no additional impacts to this NPRR beyond what was captured in the Impact Analysis for LPGRR070.)
Revision Description:  This NPRR discontinues the process of evaluating Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Meters to determine if they are Weather Sensitive (WS), in alignment with LPGRR070.

PRS Decision:  On 4/13/23, PRS voted unanimously to recommend approval of NPRR1163 as amended by the 3/28/23 ERCOT comments.  On 5/10/23, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/13/23 PRS Report and the 2/14/23 Impact Analysis for NPRR1163.  There was one abstention from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.

· NPRR1166, Protected Information Status of DC Tie Schedule Information [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2023
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR changes the expiration date for the Protected Information status of Direct Current  Tie (DC Tie) Schedule information from 60 days after the applicable Operating Day to the date on which ERCOT files the report with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) that is required by P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.192, Transmission Rates for Export from ERCOT, relating to  energy imported and exported over DC Ties interconnected to the ERCOT System. This brings the ERCOT Protocols into alignment with current PUCT Rules.

PRS Decision:  On 4/13/23, PRS voted unanimously to recommend approval of NPRR1166 as submitted.  On 5/10/23, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/13/23 PRS Report and the 3/7/23 Impact Analysis for NPRR1166.  There was one abstention from the IOU (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.  

· NPRR1167, Improvements to Firm Fuel Supply Service Based on Lessons Learned [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2023
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR implements several improvements to Firm Fuel Supply Service (FFSS).  Specific changes include: amending the definition of an Availability Plan to include a requirement that, in cases where a Resource is required to have a submitted Availability Plan and has a change in availability, the Availability Plan must be updated within 60 minutes of that change in availability; adding more detailed direction to incorporate the concept of having an alternate Generation Resource that may be designated to become the FFSS Resource (FFSSR) in providing FFSS; adding a requirement for ERCOT to post a disclosure report of FFSS offers after each procurement period, in alignment with the expiration of confidentiality captured in the first FFSS Request for Proposal (RFP); clarifying language regarding procedures for communication between ERCOT and Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) regarding restocking of fuel post deployment of FFSS; changing the directive for ERCOT to report to the TAC or its designated subcommittee within 30 days at the end of the obligation period (March 15) if deployment(s) occurred instead of within 45 days of each deployment; incorporating requirements for FFSS that were previously only captured in the FFSS RFP; enhancing language and processes around the qualification process, including moving the obligation to test prospective FFSSRs (both primary or alternate Generation Resources) to be prior to the FFSS procurement process. Results from this test will then be used to limit the MW quantity that the QSE can offer for that Resource into the FFSS procurement process; and introducing language and processes for disqualification and decertification of a generator in being an FFSSR, including a process for remediation and recertification.
PRS Decision:  On 4/13/23, PRS voted unanimously to recommend approval of NPRR1167 as amended by the 3/15/23 LCRA comments.  On 5/10/23, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/13/23 PRS Report as amended by the 4/28/23 ERCOT comments as revised by PRS and 3/8/23 Impact Analysis for NPRR1167.  There was one abstention from the IOU (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.  
· NPRR1168, Related to RMGRR172, Texas SET V5.0 Continuous Service Agreements Changes [Texas SET]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon implementation of Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 172, Texas SET V5.0 Continuous Service Agreements Changes
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  (There are no additional impacts to this NPRR beyond what was captured in the Impact Analysis for RMGRR172.)
Revision Description:  This NPRR updates the name of the 814_18 Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (Texas SET) transaction from ‘Establish/Delete CSA Request’ to ‘Establish/Change/Delete CSA Request’ and adds new sections to the Protocols relating to administering requests to change end dates for active Continuous Service Agreements (CSAs).
PRS Decision:  On 4/13/23, PRS voted unanimously to recommend approval of NPRR1168 as submitted.  On 5/10/23, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/13/23 PRS Report and 4/25/23 Impact Analysis for NPRR1168.  There was one abstention from the IOU (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.
· NPRR1169, Expansion of Generation Resources Qualified to Provide Firm Fuel Supply Service in Phase 2 of the Service – URGENT  [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2023
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR expands the qualifications by which a Generation Resource may be an FFSSR or an alternate to include those meeting the following characteristics: the Generation Entity that owns the Generation Resource (or an Affiliate) must own and have good title to sufficient natural gas in the offsite storage facility for the offered Generation Resource to deliver the offered MW for at least the duration specified in the RFP and must commit to maintain such quantity of gas in storage at all times during the obligation period; the Generation Entity (or an Affiliate) must either own, or have a Firm Gas Storage Agreement for, sufficient natural gas storage capacity for the offered Generation Resource to deliver the offered MW for at least the duration specified in the RFP; the Generation Entity for the Generation Resource (or an Affiliate) must have entered into a Firm Transportation Agreement on a Qualifying Pipeline; and a number of ongoing compliance obligations must be satisfied, including a requirement that the Generation Entity for the FFSSR must provide a report to ERCOT with certain information and data if the FFSSR fails to deploy due to a Force Majeure Event. Revisions in this NPRR also include categorizing certain information provided to ERCOT as Protected Information; adding definitions; and addressing requirements for recovery of replacement-fuel costs if ERCOT approves restocking of fuel after deployment of an FFSSR.
PRS Decision:  On 5/10/23, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR1169 as amended by the 5/9/23 ERCOT comments as revised by PRS and to forward to TAC NPRR1169 and the 3/29/23 Impact Analysis.  There was one abstention from the IOU (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.  
CFSG Review:  Pending
· NPRR1177, Enhance Exceptional Fuel Cost Process – URGENT  [Constellation]
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2023
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR enables Generation Resources to file Exceptional Fuel Costs that include contractual cost and pipeline-mandated costs, and enhances the process for ERCOT and the Independent Market Monitor (IMM) to verify these costs.

PRS Decision:  On 5/10/23, PRS voted unanimously to grant NPRR1177 Urgent status.  PRS then voted to recommend approval of NPR1177 as revised by PRS and to forward to TAC NPRR1177.  There was one opposing vote from the Consumer (Occidental) Market Segment, and three abstentions from the Consumer (Residential) and Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) (2) ( Reliant, Chariot Energy) Market Segments.  

CFSG Review:  Pending
· NPRR1178, Expectations for Resources Providing ERCOT Contingency Reserve Service – URGENT  [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2023
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR provides clarifications and updates regarding expectations for Resources providing ERCOT Contingency Reserve Service (ECRS). First, this NPRR provides clarity on expectations for Resource Status for Load Resources, other than Controllable Load Resources, when the Resource is providing ECRS simultaneously with Responsive Reserve (RRS). Under the current Protocols, the choice of Resource Status by the QSE may not be apparent. Second, to align with NPRR892, Non-Spin Reserve Energy Floor Clarification, this NPRR places an offer floor on capacity for Resources providing ECRS concurrently with On-Line Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin). This change ensures that On-Line capacity for providing Non-Spin is priced above the $75/MWh offer floor.  NPRR892 addressed this requirement for when a Resource is providing RRS and/or Regulation Up Service (Reg-Up) in addition to On-Line Non-Spin, however the timing of that NPRR was such that ECRS was not included in the proposed language. Lastly, this NPRR updates the ECRS deployment obligation requirements for Load Resources, other than Controllable Load Resources. The proposed language makes the requirement consistent with what will be in place with the implementation of Real-Time Co-optimization (RTC) of energy and Ancillary Services and states that any response to a deployment must remain in effect until recalled by ERCOT.
PRS Decision:  On 5/10/23, PRS voted unanimously to grant NPRR1178 Urgent status.  PRS then voted to recommend approval of NPRR1178 as submitted and to forward to TAC NPRR1178 and the 5/3/23 Impact Analysis.  There was one abstention from the IOU (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.  
CFSG Review:  Pending
Revision Requests Rejected

None

Revision Requests Withdrawn
· NPRR1067, Market Entry Qualifications, Continued Participation Requirements, and Credit Risk Assessment [ERCOT]

Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at PRS
· NPRR1150, Related to NOGRR230, WAN Participant Security [ERCOT]

· NPRR1156, Priority Revision Request Process [Oncor]
· NPRR1173, Changes Consistent With the Options Available to an MOU and EC Entering Retail Competition in the ERCOT Market [ERCOT]

· NPRR1176, Update to EEA Trigger Levels [ERCOT]

Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee
· NPRR956, Designation of Providers of Transmission Additions [ERCOT]

· NPRR1070, Planning Criteria for GTC Exit Solutions [EDF Renewables / Pattern Energy]
· NPRR1146, Credit Changes to Appropriately Reflect TAO Exposure [REMC]

· NPRR1162, Single Agent Designation for a QSE and its Sub-QSEs for Voice Communications over the ERCOT WAN [ERCOT]

· NPRR1164, Black Start and Isochronous Control Capable Identification [ERCOT]

· NPRR1165, Revisions to Requirements of Providing Audited Financial Statements and Providing Independent Amount [ERCOT]

· NPRR1170, Capturing Natural Gas Delivery Information for Natural Gas Generation Resources [ERCOT]

· NPRR1171, Requirements for DGRs and DESRs on Circuits Subject to Load Shedding [ERCOT]

· NPRR1172, Fuel Adder Definition, Mitigated Offer Caps, and RUC Clawback [ERCOT]

· NPRR1174, Market Participant’s Return of Settlement Funds to ERCOT Following Receipt of Overpayment [ERCOT]

· NPRR1175, Revisions to Market Entry Financial Qualifications and Continued Participation Requirements [ERCOT]

· NPRR1179, Fuel Purchase Requirements for Resources Submitting RUC Fuel Costs – URGENT [ERCOT]

New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at PRS
· NPRR1180, Inclusion of Forecasted Load in Planning Analyses [Oncor]
These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following link: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/nprr 
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