
2023 Summer Weather Outlook (June-September) 

 

 

Summer Temperature Outlook 

The prolonged La Niña event, which started during the summer of 2020, faded this spring. 

Conditions over the Pacific Ocean are warming quickly toward an El Niño, which could be in 

place this summer. This transition does create greater-than-typical forecast uncertainty for the 

summer weather in Texas.  

For reference, last summer was the second hottest on record for the state of Texas, falling only 

behind 2011. The most recent summer that fell into the mildest half of all historical summers 

was 2008, with records dating back to 1895. 11 of the past 14 summers have been recorded in 

the hottest third of all historical summers.  

Recent years with 

similarities to 2023 

include: 2012, 2009, 

2006, and 2000. Each of 

those summers finished in 

the hottest half of 

historical summers in 

Texas. 2012 was the 

hottest, ranking 15th all-

time, which is likely the 

top end potential for this 

summer. Odds are better 

than not that the summer 

of 2023 won’t be as hot 

as 2012. 

Regions that have the 

most above-normal 

potential for temperatures 

this summer include 

Central Texas, western 

South Texas, and 

southern West Texas. 

The Panhandle is 

showing the mildest 

potential.  

The regions with the most potential to come in different than forecast include North Central and 

Northeast Texas, which could trend hotter. Also, the Gulf Coast and much of the Rio Grande 

Valley could trend milder. 

  

                     

                    

                             

       

      

       

                 

             

       

     

           

       

              

           

       

    

      



Summer Precipitation Outlook 

The spring season has brought normal to above-normal precipitation to roughly the eastern half 

of Texas, while the western half has been much drier.  

Even with a developing El 

Niño, this summer is unlikely 

to feature above-normal 

rainfall across all of Texas. 

Wetter potential from an El 

Niño is more common in the 

fall season. That said, some 

areas within the state will 

have potential for above-

normal rainfall this summer, 

with the best chance over 

North Texas – especially the 

eastern half. The driest 

potential is shown over South 

Texas and southern West 

Texas. The area shown as 

near-normal, including both 

Austin and Abilene, has a bit 

greater potential to fall on the 

dry side of that range than the 

wet. In other words, a truly 

wet summer may be limited 

mostly to Northeast Texas 

while the rest of the state 

could see drought conditions 

continue this summer. 

The prolonged drought, which started during the La Niña, is unlikely to completely fade across 

Texas. Western South and southern West Texas are most prone to continuing or worsening 

drought this summer. 

 

Hurricane Outlook 

El Niño is typically not conducive to an active Atlantic Basin hurricane season, as it produces 

higher wind shear over the tropical development regions. The forecast for this year’s hurricane 

season (including the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico) is for 10-12 total 

named storms, 3-6 hurricanes, and 0-2 major hurricanes (Category 3 or greater). This would be 

the fewest named storms since 2014.  

The Gulf of Mexico is forecasted to see 2-5 named storms. However, the historical comparisons 

showed little to no tropical cyclone activity in the Western Gulf, favoring the eastern portions 

much more. 

                   

                             

                     

                  

       

      

       

                 

             

       

     

           

       

              

           

       

    

      


