TAC Report

	NOGRR Number
	236
	NOGRR Title
	Related to NPRR1105, Option to Deploy Distribution Voltage Reduction Measures Prior to Energy Emergency Alert (EEA)

	Date of Decision
	November 29, 2021

	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Timeline 
	Urgent – to implement in the ERCOT Nodal Operating Guide the direction provided by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) and the ERCOT Board at the October 22, 2021 ERCOT Board of Directors meeting/PUCT Open Meeting.

	Proposed Effective Date
	Upon implementation of Phase 1 of Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 1105, Option to Deploy Distribution Voltage Reduction Measures Prior to Energy Emergency Alert (EEA)

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not Applicable

	Nodal Operating Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	4.5.3.1, General Procedures Prior to EEA Operations 

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	NPRR1105, Option to Deploy Distribution Voltage Reduction Measures Prior to Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) 

Nodal Operating Guide Section 4.5.3.3, EEA Levels

ERCOT Operating Procedures – Transmission and Security

ERCOT Operating Procedures – Scripts

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) provides ERCOT the ability to instruct Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) to deploy any available distribution voltage reduction measures prior to ERCOT declaring an Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) if ERCOT determines it is possible that the deployment of these measures could avoid the need to declare an EEA and ERCOT does not expect to need these measures to reduce the amount of Load shedding that may be needed in EEA Level 3.  These revisions also clarify the role of TDSPs in determining whether distribution voltage reduction should be implemented.   

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	This NOGRR is proposed based upon PUCT and ERCOT Board direction provided at the October 22, 2021 ERCOT Board of Directors meeting/PUCT Open Meeting.  These revisions provide ERCOT the additional tool of voltage reduction measures before declaration of an EEA while also taking into consideration whether the earlier implementation of these measures would reduce their effectiveness in mitigating the amount of Load shed during an EEA Level 3 Load-shedding event.

	ROS Decision
	On 11/17/21, ROS voted via email to grant NOGRR236 Urgent status; to recommend approval of NOGRR236 as amended by the 11/8/21 STEC comments; and to forward to TAC NOGRR236 and the Impact Analysis.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator (Calpine) Market Segment, and one abstention from the Municipal (CPS Energy) Market Segment.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

	Summary of ROS Discussion
	On 11/17/21, there was no discussion.

	TAC Decision
	On 11/29/21, TAC voted via roll call to recommend approval of NOGRR236 as recommended by ROS in the 11/17/21 ROS Report.  There were two opposing votes from the IPM (Morgan Stanley) and IREP (Demand Control 2) Market Segments, and four abstentions from the Municipal (4) (Garland, Denton, Austin Energy, CPS Energy) Market Segment.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 11/29/21, TAC reviewed the ERCOT Opinion and ERCOT Market Impact Statement for NOGRR236.  Please see the 11/29/21 TAC Report for the TAC discussion on NPRR1005.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of NOGRR236.

	ERCOT Market Impact Statement
	ERCOT Staff has reviewed NOGRR236 and believe the market impact for NOGRR236 enhances ERCOT’s operational tools to address potential reliability outcomes by providing ERCOT the additional tool of voltage reduction measures before declaration of an EEA while also taking into consideration whether the earlier implementation of these measures would reduce their effectiveness in mitigating the amount of Load shed during an EEA Level 3 Load-shedding event.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Dan Woodfin

	E-mail Address
	Dan.Woodfin@ercot.com 

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-3115

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not Applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Brittney Albracht

	E-Mail Address
	Brittney.Albracht@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-225-7027


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	STEC 110821
	Clarified there is no obligation for any party to invest in voltage reduction capabilities; clarified that parties will not be held responsible for ensuring that a voltage reduction action would not create adverse issues on the transmission or distribution system 


	Market Rules Notes


Please note that the following NOGRR(s) also propose revisions to the following section(s):

· NOGRR237, Related to NPRR1106, Deployment of Emergency Response Service (ERS) Prior to Declaration of Energy Emergency Alert (EEA)

· Section 4.5.3.1

	Proposed Guide Language Revision


4.5.3.1 

General Procedures Prior to EEA Operations 

(1)
Prior to declaring EEA Level 1 detailed in Section 4.5.3.3, EEA Levels, ERCOT may perform the following operations consistent with Good Utility Practice:

(a)
Provide Dispatch Instructions to QSEs for specific Resources to operate at an Emergency Base Point to maximize Resource deployment so as to increase Responsive Reserve (RRS) levels on other Resources;

(b)
Commit specific available Resources as necessary that can respond in the timeframe of the emergency.  Such commitments will be settled using the Hourly Reliability Unit Commitment (HRUC) process;

(c)
Start Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Units available in the time frame of the emergency.  RMR Units should be loaded to full capability;

(d)
Utilize available Resources providing Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) services as required; 
(e)
Instruct TSPs and Distribution Service Providers (DSPs) or their agents to reduce Customer Load by using existing, in-service distribution voltage reduction measures if ERCOT determines that the implementation of these measures could help avoid entering into EEA and ERCOT does not expect to need to use these measures to reduce the amount of Load shedding that may be needed in EEA Level 3.  A TSP, DSP, or their agent shall implement these instructions if distribution voltage reduction measures are available and already installed.  If the TSP, DSP, or their agent determines in their sole discretion that the distribution voltage reduction would adversely affect reliability, the voltage reduction measure may be reduced, modified, or otherwise changed from maximum performance to a level of exercise that has no negative impact to reliability; and

(f)
ERCOT shall use the PRC and system frequency to determine the appropriate Emergency Notice and EEA levels. 

�Please note NOGRR237 also proposes revisions to this section.
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