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Oncor submits these comments to Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request 234, Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) Reactive Power Capability Requirements, to ensure the requirements proposed by this NOGRR are appropriately split between facility owners and facility operators, similar to existing modeling requirements that apply to Resource Entities (REs) as facility owners.

Most DC Ties in ERCOT are owned by the same entity that performs the Direct Current Tie Operator (DCTO) role.  However, in one instance the DCTO is a different entity from the DC Tie owner.  Oncor believes it is appropriate to assign the proposed Reactive Power requirements to DC Tie owners to address this particular situation.  In general, the relationship of DC Tie owners to DCTOs is similar to the RE to Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) relationship, and asset-based reliability requirements belong to owners.
	Revised Cover Page Language


None
	Proposed Guide Language Revision


2.7.2
Maintaining Voltage Profile

(1)
ERCOT has the responsibility for monitoring and controlling the Voltage Profile and should use the following:

(a)
Operations Engineering

(i)
All voltage limits must be based on sound engineering studies that use the appropriate Network Operations Model.  TSP study results should be made available to ERCOT; and

(ii)
Transfer limits shall reflect voltage and/or reactive restrictions.

(b)
Coordination

(i)
Entities must coordinate high voltage limits in order to guarantee that the maximum continuous over-voltage of equipment is not exceeded.  TOs shall notify ERCOT of normal operating voltage limits and post-contingency voltage limits for each bus; 

(ii)
Low voltage limits must be coordinated in order to prevent one Entity from being a burden to another;

(iii)
Voltage limits shall not be violated during all normal and Credible Single Contingency conditions; and

(iv)
The operation of all Reactive Power devices under the control of a TO, Direct Current Tie Operator (DCTO), or a Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) will be coordinated under the direction of ERCOT to maintain transmission voltage levels within normal limits and post-contingency voltages within post contingency limits.  Static reactive devices will be managed to ensure that adequate dynamic reactive reserves are maintained at all times.
(c)
Notification

(i)
Resource Entities or DC Tie owners whose Generation Resources or DC Tie Facilities experience voltage problems shall notify their DCTO and the TO to whom they are directly connected.  TOs shall notify other affected TOs and ERCOT; and

(ii)
ERCOT will monitor events and may direct actions to solve the problem.
	[NOGRR204:  Replace item (c) above with the following upon system implementation of NPRR989:]
(c)
Notification

(i)
Resource Entities or DC Tie ownerswhose Generation Resources, ESRs, or DC Tie Facilities experience voltage problems shall notify their DCTO and the TO to whom they are directly connected.  TOs shall notify other affected TOs and ERCOT; and

(ii)
ERCOT will monitor events and may direct actions to solve the problem.


(d)
Response

(i)
When the voltage levels deviate from established limits, ERCOT or the TO shall take immediate steps to relieve the condition using all available reactive resources.

(e)
Monitoring

(i)
TOs shall provide telemetry to ERCOT on all major transmission bus voltages.  

(f)
Controls

(i)
ERCOT must be aware of the location of and availability of reactive capability;

(ii)
ERCOT shall maintain displays to monitor Voltage Profiles and reactive flows; and

(iii)
Controls to maintain Voltage Profiles may include but are not limited to capacitor switching, reactor switching, auto-transformer tap changing, generator and DC Tie reactive dispatch, transmission line switching, and Load shedding.
	[NOGRR204:  Replace item (f) above with the following upon system implementation of NPRR989:]
(f)
Controls

(i)
ERCOT must be aware of the location of and availability of reactive capability;

(ii)
ERCOT shall maintain displays to monitor Voltage Profiles and reactive flows; and

(iii)
Controls to maintain Voltage Profiles may include but are not limited to capacitor switching; reactor switching; auto-transformer tap changing; Generation Resource, ESR, and DC Tie reactive dispatch; transmission line switching; and Load shedding.


(g)
Documentation

(i)
Each TO must maintain a voltage/reactive plan for normal and Emergency Conditions and will provide this plan to adjacent TOs as well as ERCOT upon request.

(h)
Emergency or Abnormal Conditions

(i)
Transmission systems shall be designed so that effective reactive reserves shall be available without de-energizing other Facilities or shedding Load under normal conditions;

(ii)
Major transmission lines shall be kept in service during light Load as much as possible.  Lines should only be removed after all applicable reactive controls are implemented and studies show that reliability will not be degraded; and

(iii)
Voltage reduction should not be done on the transmission system unless coordinated with adjacent TOs.
2.7.3.3
TO/TSP Responsibilities
(1)
Each TO shall be responsible for directing Voltage Set Points for each Generation Resource interconnected to its TSP’s Facilities.  Each TO will adjust the Voltage Set Point by communicating directly with the Resource Entity or QSE responsible for the operation of the Generation Resource.  Normal communication is to request voltage or Reactive Power be raised or lowered at a specified bus by a stated number of kV or MVAr (e.g., + 1 kV, +20 MVAr, or -1 kV, -20 MVAr).  

(2)
Each TO shall monitor system voltages and shall operate voltage control equipment, including, but not limited to, static Reactive Power resources such as capacitors, reactors and transformer tap changers to maintain system voltages within limits.

(3)
Each TO shall operate static Reactive Power resources within its operating area as required by its criteria while maintaining dynamic reactive reserves, both leading and lagging, provided by Generation Resources.  Except as reasonably necessary to ensure reliability or operational efficiency, TOs should utilize available static reactive devices prior to requesting a Voltage Set Point change from a Generation Resource.
(4)
Each TO shall telemeter to ERCOT via ICCP the Real-Time desired Voltage Set Point and actual voltage at the POI for each Generation Resource interconnected to its system.  Each TO shall modify the telemetered Voltage Set Point as soon as practicable in order to match any verbal Voltage Set Point instruction issued.
(5)
Each TO shall know the status of static transmission Reactive Power resources in its operating area and shall provide such information to ERCOT.

(6)
When voltage levels deviate from established limits, the affected TO shall take immediate steps to relieve the condition using available reactive resources under its control.
(7)
Each TSP shall, as soon as practicable, notify ERCOT of any temporary transmission voltage limit changes and shall coordinate with ERCOT to update the Network Operations Model with any permanent or long-term changes to voltage limits that deviate from those identified in Section 2.7.3.1, Operational Guidelines. 
	[NOGRR177, NOGRR204, NOGRR210, and NOGRR212:  Replace applicable portions of Section 2.7.3.3 above with the following upon system implementation of NPRR857, NPRR989, NPRR1005, or NPRR1016, respectively:]
2.7.3.3
TO/TSP Responsibilities
(1)
Each TO shall be responsible for directing Voltage Set Points for each Generation Resource and ESR required to provide VSS interconnected to its TSP’s Facilities.  Each TO will adjust the Voltage Set Point by communicating directly with the Resource Entity or QSE responsible for the operation of the Generation Resource or ESR.  Normal communication is to request voltage or Reactive Power be raised or lowered at a specified bus by a stated number of kV or MVAr (e.g., + 1 kV, +20 MVAr, or -1 kV, -20 MVAr).  
(2)       Each TO designated by a DCTO shall be responsible for directing the operation of reactive power resources operated by that DCTO.  The TO will communicate the desired target Point of Interconnection Bus (POIB) voltage to the DCTO.
(3)
Each TO shall monitor system voltages and shall operate voltage control equipment, including, but not limited to, static Reactive Power resources such as capacitors, reactors and transformer tap changers to maintain system voltages within limits.

(4)
Each TO shall operate static Reactive Power resources within its operating area as required by its criteria while maintaining dynamic reactive reserves, both leading and lagging provided by Generation Resources and ESRs.  Except as reasonably necessary to ensure reliability or operational efficiency, TOs should utilize available static reactive devices prior to requesting a Voltage Set Point change from a Generation Resource or ESR.
(5)
Each TO shall telemeter to ERCOT via ICCP the Real-Time desired Voltage Set Point and actual voltage at the POIB for each Generation Resource and ESR interconnected to its system required to provide VSS.  Each TO shall modify the telemetered Voltage Set Point as soon as practicable in order to match any verbal Voltage Set Point instruction issued.

(6)
Each TO shall know the status of static transmission Reactive Power resources in its operating area and shall provide such information to ERCOT.

(7)
When voltage levels deviate from established limits, the affected TO shall take immediate steps to relieve the condition using available reactive resources under its control.
(8)
Each TSP shall, as soon as practicable, notify ERCOT of any temporary transmission voltage limit changes and shall coordinate with ERCOT to update the Network Operations Model with any permanent or long-term changes to voltage limits that deviate from those identified in Section 2.7.3.1, Operational Guidelines. 


2.7.3.6
DCTO Responsibilities and DC Tie Requirements

(1)
Each DCTO operating a DC Tie subject to Protocol Section 3.15.4, Direct Current Tie Owner and Direct Current Tie Operator Responsibilities Related to Voltage Support, shall comply with any instruction from its designated TO with respect to the DC Tie’s Reactive Power capability, including any instruction to maintain a specific voltage at the POIB, subject to the DC Tie’s operating characteristic limits and voltage limits, and within the tolerances identified in paragraph (2) below, and subject to any superseding Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT.
(2)
A DCTO operating a DC Tie subject to Protocol Section 3.15.4 shall maintain the voltage at the POIB within the tolerance band below while operating at less than or equal to the maximum reactive capability of the DC Tie.  A DC Tie’s POIB voltage may be out of the tolerance band if all of its reactive capability has been exhausted.  The tolerance bands are as follows:

	Nominal Voltage
	Tolerance 

Band kV

	345
	+/- 4kV

	230
	+/- 3kV

	138
	+/- 2kV

	115
	+/- 2kV

	69
	+/- 1kV


(3)
Required reactive capability must be maintained at all times that the DC Tie is not experiencing an Outage.  When a DC Tie experiences a change that affects its reactive capability, the associated DCTO shall notify its TO as soon as practicable, but not longer than 30 minutes, from becoming aware of the change in reactive capability.
(4)
Each DCTO shall, as soon as practicable, notify ERCOT of any temporary transmission voltage limit changes and the DC Tie owner shall coordinate with its DCTO and ERCOT to update the Network Operations Model with any permanent or long-term changes to voltage limits that deviate from those identified in Section 2.7.3.1, Operational Guidelines.  
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