PRS Report

	NPRR Number
	1089
	NPRR Title
	Requiring Highest-Ranking Representative, Official, or Officer of a Resource Entity to Execute Weatherization and Natural Gas Declarations

	Date of Decision
	August 12, 2021

	Action
	Tabled

	Timeline 
	Normal

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.21, Submission of Emergency Operations Plans, Weatherization Plans, and Declarations of Summer and Winter Weather Preparedness
3.21.1, Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination Requirements for Resource Entities with Natural Gas Generation Resources for Summer Preparedness and Summer Peak Load Season
Section 22, Attachment K, Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Summer Weatherization Preparations and Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination for Resource Entities with Natural Gas Generation Resources
Section 22, Attachment O, Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Winter Weatherization Preparations

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) requires each Resource Entity that owns or controls a Generation Resource to submit a declaration by its highest-ranking representative, official, or officer with binding authority affirming that the Resource Entity has completed summer and winter weatherization preparations and any required coordination with its gas pipeline operator(s).

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other: Item No. 5, Roadmap to Improving Grid Reliability
(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	The ERCOT Protocols require each Resource Entity that owns or controls a Generation Resource to submit a declaration of completion of weatherization preparations for each upcoming winter and summer season, and for gas units, a declaration regarding gas pipeline coordination before each summer season.  This NPRR would require that declaration to be executed by the highest-ranking representative, official, or officer with binding authority for the Resource Entity.  Previously, these declarations were required to be executed by an officer or executive with authority to bind the Resource Entity.  This change will increase accountability and awareness at the highest level of a company on the critical importance of weatherization preparation and natural gas coordination for Generation Resources serving the Texas power grid.  

This NPRR is consistent with Item No. 5 on the Roadmap to Improving Grid Reliability published by ERCOT in July 2021.  A separate Revision Request will be developed in the future for Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) to follow a similar practice. 

	Credit Work Group Review
	To be determined

	PRS Decision
	On 8/12/21, PRS voted unanimously via roll call to table NPRR1089.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 8/12/21, ERCOT Staff reviewed NPRR1089 and welcomed Market Participant input, particularly regarding highest-level personnel descriptions.  Participants requested that weatherization questions currently under consideration at the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) be resolved first, and expressed concern that appropriate highest-level personnel descriptions may be difficult to capture, given various Entities’ structures.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Chad V. Seely / Nathan Bigbee

	E-mail Address
	Chad.Seely@ercot.com / Nathan.Bigbee@ercot.com 

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-225-7035 / 512-225-7093

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not Applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Brittney Albracht

	E-Mail Address
	Brittney.Albracht@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-225-7027


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None
	


	Market Rules Notes


None
	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


3.21
Submission of Emergency Operations Plans, Weatherization Plans, and Declarations of Summer and Winter Weather Preparedness

(1)
Each Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT a complete copy of the emergency operations plan for each Generation Resource under the Resource Entity’s control.  For any jointly owned Generation Resource, the emergency operations plan shall be submitted by the Master Owner designated in the Resource Registration process.  Each Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT with any updated versions of the emergency operations plan by June 1 for any updates made between November 1 and April 30, and by December 1 for any updates made between May 1 through October 31.  Resource Entities shall submit all plans and updates electronically.  This paragraph does not apply to any currently Mothballed Generation Resource. 

(2)
For each emergency operations plan submitted, a Resource Entity shall either specifically designate which portions of the plan address weatherization, or shall separately submit a weatherization plan.  At a minimum, the emergency operations plan or weatherization plan, as applicable, shall include a description of the Generation Resource’s practices and procedures undertaken in preparation for winter and summer weather and during specific occurrences of extreme weather.  If a weatherization plan is submitted separately, the Resource Entity shall provide ERCOT with any updated versions of this weatherization plan by June 1 for any updates made between November 1 and April 30, and by December 1 for any updates made between May 1 through October 31.  Resource Entities shall submit all such plans and updates electronically.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, for any Generation Resource for which ERCOT has expressed an intent to conduct a site visit to evaluate weather preparedness, a Resource Entity shall submit to ERCOT, within three Business Days of ERCOT’s request, its most recent weatherization plan or a listing of the portions of its most recent emergency operations plan that address weatherization.  Any plan or other information provided in response to an ERCOT request does not fulfill the Resource Entity’s obligation to submit that plan or information to ERCOT as otherwise required by this paragraph.
(3)
No earlier than November 1 and no later than December 1 of each year, each Resource Entity shall submit the declaration in Section 22, Attachment O, Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Winter Weatherization Preparations, to ERCOT stating that, at the time of submission, each Generation Resource under the Resource Entity’s control has completed or will complete all weather preparations required by the weatherization plan for equipment critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource during the winter Peak Load Season.  If the work on the equipment that is critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource is not complete at the time of filing the declaration, the Resource Entity shall provide a list and schedule of remaining work to be completed.  The declaration shall be executed by the Resource Entity’s highest-ranking representative, official, or officer with binding authority.  This declaration shall not apply to any Generation Resource for any part of the above designated winter Peak Load Season for which the Resource Entity expects the Generation Resource to be mothballed, and a Resource Entity is not required to submit a declaration for any Generation Resource that is expected to be mothballed for the entire winter Peak Load Season.  However, if a Generation Resource was not included on the declaration because it was mothballed at the time the declaration was submitted and was not intended to be operational during the winter Peak Load Season, a Resource Entity shall provide the declaration for that Generation Resource prior to changing its status from mothballed to operational during the winter Peak Load Season.

(4)
No earlier than May 1 and no later than June 1 of each year, each Resource Entity shall submit the declaration in Section 22, Attachment K, Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Summer Weatherization Preparations and Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination for Resource Entities with Natural Gas Generation Resources, to ERCOT stating that, at the time of submission, each Generation Resource under the Resource Entity’s control has completed or will complete all weather preparations required by the weatherization plan for equipment critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource during the summer Peak Load Season.  If the work on the equipment that is critical to the reliable operation of the Generation Resource is not complete at the time of filing the declaration, the Resource Entity shall provide a list and schedule of remaining work to be completed.  The declaration shall be executed by the Resource Entity’s highest-ranking representative, official, or officer with binding authority.  This declaration shall not apply to any Generation Resource for any part of the summer Peak Load Season for which the Resource Entity expects the Generation Resource to be mothballed, and a Resource Entity is not required to submit a declaration for any Generation Resource that is expected to be mothballed for the entire summer Peak Load Season.  However, if a Generation Resource was not included on the declaration because it was mothballed at the time the declaration was submitted and was not intended to be operational during the summer Peak Load Season, a Resource Entity shall provide the declaration for that Generation Resource prior to changing its status from mothballed to operational during the summer Peak Load Season.

(5)
On or before January 15 each year, ERCOT shall report to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) the names of Resource Entities failing to provide the declaration required by paragraph (3) above.  

(6)
On or before July 15 each year, ERCOT shall report to the PUCT the names of Resource Entities failing to provide the declaration required by paragraph (4) above.
3.21.1
Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination Requirements for Resource Entities with Natural Gas Generation Resources for Summer Preparedness and Summer Peak Load Season
(1)
No earlier than May 1 and no later than June 1 of each year, each Resource Entity that controls a Generation Resource that relies on natural gas as its primary fuel source shall submit the declaration in Section 22, Attachment K , Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Summer Weatherization Preparations and Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination for Resource Entities with Natural Gas Generation Resources, to ERCOT stating that the Resource Entity, or the Resource Entity’s Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) has made a documented effort to communicate with the operator of each natural gas pipeline that is directly connected to its Generation Resource to coordinate regarding impacts to the Generation Resource’s availability during the summer Peak Load Season of that year.  The declaration shall be executed by the Resource Entity’s highest-ranking representative, official, or officer with binding authority.  

(2)
If a Resource Entity or the Resource Entity’s QSE knows that an activity or condition related to a natural gas pipeline directly connected to its Generation Resource will cause the Generation Resource to be unavailable, in whole or in part, then the Resource Entity’s QSE shall, as soon as practicable, report such Outage or derate in the ERCOT Outage Scheduler in accordance with Section 3.1, Outage Coordination.  An Outage or derate reported in the ERCOT Outage Scheduler is not required to be disclosed in the declaration contained in Section 22, Attachment K, nor reported in accordance with paragraph (4) below. 

(3)
If, before a Resource Entity submits the declaration contained in Section 22, Attachment K, the Resource Entity or the Resource Entity’s QSE is notified by an operator of a natural gas pipeline directly connected to its Generation Resource of an activity or condition (e.g. maintenance, inspection, malfunction, or third-party damage) that may limit or impede normal deliveries  but is uncertain whether the activity or condition during the upcoming summer Peak Load Season will cause the Generation Resource to take an Outage or derate, then the Resource Entity shall disclose the natural gas pipeline activity or condition in the declaration contained in Section 22, Attachment K, if the activity or condition materially increases the risk of the Generation Resource being unavailable during the summer Peak Load Season.  The Resource Entity shall use its reasonable judgment in determining whether there is a material increase in the risk of unavailability.
(4)
If, after a Resource Entity submits the declaration contained in Section 22,  Attachment K, any previously disclosed information changes, or a Resource Entity or the Resource Entity’s QSE receives new information from an operator of a natural gas pipeline directly connected to its Generation Resource about an activity or condition that may limit or impede normal deliveries and that materially increases the risk of the Generation Resource being unavailable during the summer Peak Load Season, then the Resource Entity shall disclose that information to ERCOT as soon as practicable.  The Resource Entity shall use its reasonable judgment in determining the risk of unavailability.  When notifying ERCOT as required under this paragraph, the Resource Entity shall update the information required by paragraphs (3)(a)-(e) of the Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination section of Section 22, Attachment K, for the affected Generation Resource, by sending an email to the email address designated by ERCOT.  

(5)
In complying with its obligations in this Section 3.21.1, a Resource Entity or the Resource Entity’s QSE relies upon communications with and information received from operators of natural gas pipelines directly connected to the Resource Entity’s Generation Resource.  The Resource Entity or the Resource Entity’s QSE shall act in good faith to request the required information from natural gas pipeline operators and, as soon as practicable, shall share with each other any information they receive from a natural gas pipeline operator that is required to be disclosed to ERCOT under Section 3.21.1.  The Resource Entity or the Resource Entity’s QSE is not required to warrant that the information received from the natural gas pipeline operator and subsequently disclosed to ERCOT is accurate and complete.  

(6)
On or before July 15 each year, ERCOT shall report to the PUCT the names of Resource Entities failing to provide the declaration required by paragraph (1) above.

ERCOT Nodal Protocols
Section 22

Attachment K:  Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Summer Weatherization Preparations and Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination for Resource Entities with Natural Gas Generation Resources
TBD
Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Summer Weatherization Preparations and Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination for Resource Entities with Natural Gas Generation Resources
Summer Peak Load Season: 
Summer: June 20    through September 20   
Resource Entity (or Entities): Resource Entity (or Entities)
This declaration applies to the following Generation Resources (list by Resource Site Code): 

Generation Resource(s)
Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination

(Use this section for only a Generation Resource that relies on natural gas as its primary fuel source.  Repeat the following for each applicable Generation Resource.)

Generation Resource (provide Resource Site Code): 
(1)
Identify the natural gas pipelines that are directly connected to the Generation Resource and the contact information (name, phone number, and email) for each operator of the natural gas pipeline: 
(2)
If a natural gas pipeline operator did not respond to the Resource Entity’s documented effort to coordinate, then check the box below and identify the natural gas pipeline operator.
 
No response was received from the following natural gas pipeline operator:


(3)
If a natural gas pipeline operator responded to the Resource Entity’s documented effort to coordinate and disclosed activities or conditions that materially increase the risk of Generation Resource unavailability in the summer Peak Load Season, then please disclose the following information:

(a) 
The name or identifier of the natural gas pipeline with the known activities or conditions: 
(b)
The operator of the natural gas pipeline that disclosed the known activities or conditions: 
(c)
The impacts that the known activity or condition may have on the Generation Resource’s availability (e.g., derate or Off-line): 
(d) 
The time period during which the known activity or condition is anticipated to occur, including the expected duration: 
(e) 
Other useful information: 
(4)
If contract language in an agreement with a natural gas pipeline operator prohibits the Resource Entity from disclosing any of the information requested in 3(a)-(e) above, and the natural gas pipeline operator refused the Resource Entity’s documented effort to obtain consent to disclose that information to ERCOT, then check the box below and identify the natural gas pipeline operator. 

 
Disclosure is prohibited by contract language and written consent to disclose was not given by the following natural gas pipeline operator(s): 
Declaration of Summer Weatherization Preparations
I hereby attest that all weatherization preparations for equipment critical to the reliable operation of each of the above-listed Generation Resources during the time period stated above are complete or will be completed, as required by the weatherization plan applicable to each Generation Resource.  Any outstanding weatherization preparations are summarized in the attached document and include the name of the Generation Resource, a brief description of the remaining weatherization task(s) if any, and an associated target completion date for each task.

By signing below, I certify that I am the highest-ranking representative, official, or officer with binding authority for each Resource Entity listed above, that I am authorized to execute and submit this declaration on behalf of each Resource Entity listed above, and that, to the best of my knowledge, the statements contained herein are true and correct.
______________________________________

Signature

______________________________________

Name

______________________________________

Title

______________________________________

Date

Declaration of Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination
(Use this section for only Generation Resources 

that rely on natural gas as their primary fuel source)

I hereby attest that the Resource Entity for the Generation Resource(s) that rely on natural gas as its primary fuel source has coordinated either directly or through the Resource Entity’s Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE), as required pursuant to ERCOT Protocols Section 3.21.1, Natural Gas Pipeline Coordination Requirements for Resource Entities with Natural Gas Generation Resources for Summer Preparedness and Summer Peak Load Season, with the operator of each natural gas pipeline that is directly connected to the Generation Resource regarding the summer Peak Load Season stated above.  I further attest that all natural gas pipeline activities or conditions that have been disclosed by the natural gas pipeline operator of the directly connected natural gas pipeline and that are anticipated to cause a materially increased risk of unavailability have been disclosed in this declaration, as required pursuant to ERCOT Protocols Section 3.21.1.  The Resource Entity does not warrant the accuracy or completeness of the information received from the natural gas pipeline operator.
By signing below, I certify that I am the highest-ranking representative, official, or officer with binding authority for each Resource Entity listed above, that I am authorized to execute and submit this declaration on behalf of each Resource Entity listed above, and that, to the best of my knowledge, the statements contained herein are true and correct.

______________________________________

Signature

______________________________________

Name

______________________________________

Title

______________________________________

Date
ERCOT Nodal Protocols 
Section 22

Attachment O:  Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Winter Weatherization Preparations
TBD
Declaration of Completion of Generation Resource Winter Weatherization Preparations

Winter Peak Load Season: December 20    through February 20   
Resource Entity (or Entities): Resource Entity (or Entities)
This declaration applies to the following Generation Resources (list by Resource Site Code): 

Generation Resource(s)
I hereby attest that all weatherization preparations for equipment critical to the reliable operation of each of the above-listed Generation Resources during the time period stated above are complete or will be completed, as required by the weatherization plan applicable to each Generation Resource.  Any outstanding weatherization preparations are summarized in the attached document and include the name of the Generation Resource, a brief description of the remaining weatherization task(s) if any, and an associated target completion date for each task.

By signing below, I certify that I am the highest-ranking representative, official, or officer with binding authority for each Resource Entity listed above, that I am authorized to execute and submit this declaration on behalf of each Resource Entity listed above, and that, to the best of my knowledge, the statements contained herein are true and correct.
______________________________________

Signature

______________________________________

Name

______________________________________

Title

______________________________________

Date
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