Board Report

	PGRR Number
	091
	PGRR Title
	FIS Application Completion 60-Day Limit

	Date of Decision
	August 10, 2021

	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Timeline 
	Normal

	Proposed Effective Date
	September 1, 2021

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Priority – 2022; Rank – 3530 (for automation)

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	5.3, Full Interconnection Study Request
5.4.2, Full Interconnection Study

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) establishes a limit for Interconnecting Entities (IEs) to complete an application to request a Full Interconnection Study (FIS) within 60 days of submittal.  An FIS will be considered not to have been requested if the application is not completed within 60 days.  

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	Data extracted from Resource Integration and Ongoing Operations Interconnection Services (RIOO-IS) from January 1, 2020 to March 11, 2021 shows that 78% of FIS requests are completed within 60 days.  Section 5.3 lists several items that an IE is required to submit for ERCOT to approve an FIS request.  

Under present rules, if an FIS has been requested but the application is incomplete, and the requesting IE is not able to complete the application within 60 days, the associated Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) would not be subject to cancellation for failure to timely request an FIS.  See paragraph (5) of Section 5.4.1, Security Screening Study.  The IE should be ready with all the required items prior to submitting an FIS request and should not be making an FIS request just to avoid being cancelled for not making the FIS request within 180 days of receiving the screening study results.  RIOO-IS shows 22% of FIS requests since January 1, 2020 have exceeded 60 days with 26 GINRs exceeding 100 days.

Depending on when the FIS request is made, cancelling the FIS request may result in the GINR being cancelled due to violation of the 180-day limit in paragraph (5) of Section 5.4.1.

	ROS Decision
	On 6/3/21, ROS voted unanimously via roll call to recommend approval of PGRR091 as revised by ROS.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

On 7/8/21, ROS voted unanimously via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 6/3/21 ROS Report and the Impact Analysis for PGRR091 with a recommended priority of 2022 and rank of 3530.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

	Summary of ROS Discussion
	On 6/3/21, participants considered an additional provision for ERCOT to provide a 10-day notice of pending expiration of the 60-day limit.

On 7/8/21, there was no discussion.

	TAC Decision
	On 7/28/21, TAC voted unanimously via roll call to recommend approval of PGRR091 as recommended by ROS in the 7/8/21 ROS Report; and the Revised Impact Analysis.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 7/28/21, there was no discussion.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of PGRR091.

	ERCOT Market Impact Statement
	ERCOT Staff has reviewed PGRR091 and believes the market impact for PGRR091 provides one or more of the following benefits: transparency, efficiency, and/or reliability; and/or aligns with current market rules.

	Board Decision
	On 8/10/21, the ERCOT Board recommended approval of PGRR091 as recommended by TAC in the 7/28/21 TAC Report.


	Sponsor

	Name
	James Teixeira

	E-mail Address
	Jay.teixeira@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6582

	Cell Number
	512-656-6734

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Phillip Bracy

	E-Mail Address
	Phillip.Bracy@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6917


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None
	


	Market Rules Notes


None
	Proposed Guide Language Revision


5.3
Full Interconnection Study Request

(1)
Any Interconnecting Entity (IE) seeking a Full Interconnection Study (FIS) for interconnection to the ERCOT System must submit the following to ERCOT:
(a)
A change request via the online Resource Integration and Ongoing Operations (RIOO) system requesting to proceed with the FIS;

(b)
Resource Registration data in the format prescribed by ERCOT with applicable information required for interconnection studies with the exception of the stability study as identified in the Resource Registration Glossary;
(c)
A Full Interconnection Study Application Fee as prescribed in Section 5.7.3, Generation Interconnection and Full Interconnection Study Application Fee; 
(d)
Proof of site control as described in Section 5.4.9, Proof of Site Control; and

(e)
A declaration in Section 8, Attachment C, Declaration of Department of Defense Notification, certifying that:  

(i)
The IE has notified the Department of Defense (DOD) Siting Clearinghouse of the proposed Generation Resource and requested an informal or formal review as described in 32 C.F.R. § 211.1 (2013); or 

(ii)
The IE’s proposed Generation Resource is not required to provide notice to the DOD and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) because the project does not meet the criteria requiring notice to the FAA under 14 C.F.R. § 77.9 (2010).
(2)
Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) may charge additional fees for their interconnection studies.
(3)
All FIS requests and supporting data submissions shall be entered via the online RIOO system.  If any of the items required pursuant to paragraph (1) above are deemed not acceptable by ERCOT or are not submitted, then the IE must submit any omitted items and resolve and resubmit any deficient items.  If the FIS request is not deemed complete by ERCOT within 60 days of submission of the FIS request, the FIS will be considered to have not been requested for the purpose of meeting paragraph (5) of Section 5.4.1, Security Screening Study.  If the 180-day limit specified in paragraph (5) of Section 5.4.1 has expired, the Generation or Interconnection Change Request (GINR) will be cancelled immediately.  If the 180-day limit has not expired and the deficiency is not resolved before the 180-day limit, the GINR will be cancelled upon expiration of the 180-day limit.  ERCOT will provide a 10-day notification prior to expiration of the 60-day limit.
(4)
The ERCOT designated point of contact will initiate an FIS study scope meeting between the TSP(s) and the IE.  If during the course of the studies, additional information is needed by ERCOT from the IE, ERCOT will return the GINR to the IE and the IE will have ten Business Days to answer the request for additional information without impacting the study timeline.  The IE will be notified that action is required via a RIOO system automated email.

	[PGRR082:  Delete Section 5.3.1 above upon system implementation.] 


5.4.2
Full Interconnection Study
(1)
An FIS consists of the set of steady-state, dynamic, short-circuit, facility studies, along with other relevant studies that are necessary to determine the reliability impact on affected Transmission Facilities and identify the Transmission Facilities that are needed to reliably interconnect the new or modified Generation Resource to the ERCOT System, in accordance with the Planning Guide.  The FIS is not intended to determine the deliverability of power from the proposed Generation Resource to market or to ensure that the proposed Generation Resource does not experience any congestion-related curtailment.
(2)
The IE must provide the appropriate Full Interconnection Study Application Fee and proof of site control.  IEs are not required to resubmit proof of site control for GINRs meeting paragraph (1)(b) of Section 5.1.1, Applicability.

(3)
The IE can request an FIS at any time after ERCOT deems the initial GINR application complete, which can be before completion of the Security Screening Study, but must respect the timeline set forth in paragraph (5) of Section 5.4.1, Security Screening Study. Requesting both studies at the same time may shorten the overall time to complete the GINR process due to overlap of work on both studies.
(4)
ERCOT shall manage a confidential email list (Transmission Owner Generation Interconnection) to facilitate communication of confidential GINR-related information among TSP(s) and ERCOT.  Membership to this email list will be limited to ERCOT and appropriate TSP personnel. 

	[PGRR082:  Replace Section 5.4.2 above with the following upon system implementation:] 
5.3.2
Full Interconnection Study
(1)
An FIS consists of the set of steady-state, stability, short-circuit, facility, and/or other relevant studies that are necessary to determine the reliability impact of a large generator on affected Transmission Facilities and identify the Transmission Facilities that are needed to reliably interconnect the new or modified generator to the ERCOT System.  The FIS is not intended to determine the deliverability of power from the proposed Generation Resource to market or to ensure that the proposed Generation Resource does not experience any congestion-related curtailment.
(2) 
For an interconnection request involving a large generator interconnecting at distribution voltage, the FIS shall evaluate only the transmission-level impacts, if any, of the proposed generator, and the affected DSP shall provide the lead TSP all information concerning the DSP’s facilities or the proposed generator interconnection as may be requested by the TSP for the purpose of completing any one or more FIS studies.  

(3)
To initiate an FIS, the IE must submit each of the following via the online RIOO system:

(a)
A request to proceed with the FIS via the online RIOO system;

(b)
Complete Resource Registration data in the format prescribed by ERCOT with applicable information required for interconnection studies identified in the Resource Registration Glossary for the applicable Resource type.  This information, includes, among other things, the appropriate dynamic model for the proposed generator and results of the model quality tests and associated simulation files as described in paragraph (5)(c) of Section 6.2, Dynamics Model Development, subject to performance and usability verification by the lead TSP with approval from ERCOT through the FIS process.  Dynamic model data shall be provided using the appropriate dynamic model template.  Paragraph (5) of Section 6.2 and the Dynamics Working Group Procedure Manual contain more detail and IE dynamics data requirements.  Data submitted for transient stability models shall be compatible with the current version of the planning and operations model software as described in the Dynamics Working Group Procedure Manual.  If no compatible model exists, the IE shall work with a consultant or software vendor to develop and supply accurate/appropriate models along with other associated data.  These models shall be incorporated into the standard model libraries of all software packages;
(c)
A Full Interconnection Study Application Fee as described in the ERCOT Fee Schedule in the ERCOT Nodal Protocols, with the MW amount determined based on: 
(i)
The MW of additional installed capacity for GIMs not meeting paragraph (1)(c)(ii) of Section 5.2.1, Applicability; or

(ii)
Total MW capacity for GIMs meeting paragraph (1)(c)(ii) of Section 5.2.1; 
(d)
Proof of site control as described in Section 5.3.2.1, Proof of Site Control; and
(e)
A declaration in Section 8, Attachment C, Declaration of Department of Defense Notification, certifying that:  

(i)
The IE has notified the Department of Defense (DOD) Siting Clearinghouse of the proposed Generation Resource and requested an informal or formal review as described in 32 C.F.R. § 211.1; or 

(ii) 
The IE’s proposed Generation Resource is not required to provide notice to the DOD and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) because the project does not meet the criteria requiring notice to the FAA under 14 C.F.R. § 77.9.
(4)
The IE can request an FIS for an active project before completion of the Security Screening Study or at any other time after ERCOT deems the initial GIM application complete, but must comply with the timeline set forth in paragraph (5) of Section 5.3.1, Security Screening Study.  Requesting both studies at the same time may shorten the overall time to complete the GIM process due to overlap of work on both studies.
(5)
Payment of the ERCOT FIS Application Fee does not affect the IE’s independent responsibility to pay for FIS studies conducted by the TSP or for any DSP studies.

(6)
ERCOT shall manage a confidential email list (Transmission Owner Generation Interconnection) to facilitate communication of confidential GIM-related information among TSP(s) and ERCOT.  Membership to this email list will be limited to ERCOT and appropriate TSP personnel. 

(7)      If any of the items required for the FIS request pursuant to paragraph (3) above are deemed not acceptable by ERCOT or are not submitted, then the IE must submit any omitted items and resolve and resubmit any deficient items.  If the FIS request is not deemed complete by ERCOT within 60 days of submission of the FIS request, the FIS will be considered to have not been requested for the purpose of meeting paragraph (5) of Section 5.3.1, Security Screening Study.  If the 180-day limit specified in paragraph (5) of Section 5.3.1 has expired, the GIM will be cancelled immediately.  If the 180-day limit has not expired and the deficiency is not resolved before the 180-day limit, the GIM will be cancelled upon expiration of the 180-day limit.
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