TAC Report
	NPRR Number
	1064
	NPRR Title
	Identification of Chronic Congestion

	Date of Decision
	May 26, 2021

	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Timeline 
	Normal

	Proposed Effective Date
	July 1, 2021

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.20, Identification of Chronic Congestion
3.20.1, Evaluation of Chronic Congestion
3.20.2, Topology and Model Verification

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	The Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) better conforms Protocol language to ERCOT’s as-built systems with respect to the evaluation and reporting of chronic congestion.  This NPRR also clarifies ERCOT’s expectations and processes regarding the verification of modeling information for elements that are included in the chronic congestion report. 

	Reason for Revision
	  Addresses current operational issues.
  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
  Market efficiencies or enhancements
  Administrative
  Regulatory requirements
  Other:  (explain)
(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	ERCOT reports chronically congested elements in the operations report presented at each meeting of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS).  ERCOT’s systems, as-built, identify elements for inclusion in this report when a constraint has been active or binding for three or more days within a calendar month.  However, existing Protocol language describes chronic congestion as a constraint that is active or binding for three or more days in a rolling 30-day period.  This NPRR revises Section 3.20 to better conform to ERCOT’s as-built system for tracking chronic congestion.  ERCOT has conducted a review and determined that, for 2020, tracking elements using a rolling 30-day period metric would have resulted in only a slight increase in the number of elements included on the chronic congestion report.  Because changing ERCOT’s systems to conform to the rolling 30-day period metric would be costly, and appears unnecessary because it would not result in a material difference to the contents of the report, ERCOT proposes conforming Section 3.20 to existing systems. 
This NPRR revises the description of chronic congestion to include only binding constraints, rather than both active and binding constraints, in order to focus the evaluation and verification process set forth in Section 3.20.2 on those Transmission Elements that are of greatest concern.   
Additionally, ERCOT proposes revisions to Section 3.20.1 and paragraph (1) of Section 3.20.2 to clarify ERCOT’s expectations with respect to verification of model data for elements that appear on the chronic congestion report.  ERCOT relies on Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) and Resource Entities to submit accurate model data.  Accordingly, this NPRR clarifies that, if notified, TSPs and Resources Entities must verify that the model data associated with elements included in the report is accurate.
ERCOT also proposes revisions to paragraph (2) of Section 3.20.2 to make clear that if ERCOT has reason to believe model data is not accurate, it will coordinate with the relevant TSP(s) or Resource Entity to ensure the data is correct. 
Finally, ERCOT proposes deleting paragraph (3) of Section 3.20.2, as it is redundant of language in paragraph (5) of Section 3.10, Network Operations Modeling and Telemetry, that requires consistency between operational and planning models that are intended to represent the same system state.  

	Credit Work Group Review
	ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed NPRR1064 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	PRS Decision
	On 2/11/21, PRS voted via roll call to table NPRR1064 and refer the issue to ROS.  There were two abstentions from the Independent Generator (Luminant, Calpine) Market Segment.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.
On 4/15/21, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to recommend approval of NPRR1064 as amended by the 3/24/21 ERCOT comments.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.
On 5/13/21, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/15/21 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR1064.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 2/11/21, ERCOT Staff provided an overview of NPRR1064 and participants requested tabling for additional review by ROS.
On 4/15/21, there was no discussion.
On 5/13/21, there was no discussion.

	TAC Decision
	On 5/26/21, TAC unanimously voted via roll call to recommend approval of NPRR1064 as recommended by PRS in the 5/13/21 PRS Report.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 5/26/21, there was no discussion.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of NPRR1064.



	Sponsor

	Name
	Freddy Garcia

	E-mail Address
	Freddy.garcia@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-4245

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable



	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Cory Phillips

	E-Mail Address
	cory.phillips@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464



	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	ERCOT 032421
	Removed a reference to a possible future System Change Request (SCR) from the Business Case

	ROS 040221
	Endorsed NPRR1064 as amended by the 3/24/21 ERCOT comments



	Market Rules Notes


None
	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


[bookmark: _Toc400526239][bookmark: _Toc405534557][bookmark: _Toc406570570][bookmark: _Toc410910722][bookmark: _Toc411841151][bookmark: _Toc422147113][bookmark: _Toc433020709][bookmark: _Toc437262147][bookmark: _Toc478375325][bookmark: _Toc60037439]3.20	Identification of Chronic Congestion
[bookmark: _GoBack](1)	A constraint that has been active or binding in Real-Time on three or more Operating Days within a rolling 30-day period calendar month shall be considered to be experiencing chronic congestion.
[bookmark: _Toc400526240][bookmark: _Toc405534558][bookmark: _Toc406570571][bookmark: _Toc410910723][bookmark: _Toc411841152][bookmark: _Toc422147114][bookmark: _Toc433020710][bookmark: _Toc437262148][bookmark: _Toc478375326][bookmark: _Toc60037440]3.20.1	Evaluation of Chronic Congestion
(1)	ERCOT shall evaluate chronic congestion on an ongoing basis monthly and shall provide report the results of its evaluation to the appropriate Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) subcommittee(s).  Theis evaluation report shall must include, but is not limited to the following:
(a)	identify Identification of the constraint(s) causing the chronic congestion.; and
(b)	Verification of the topology and Transmission Facilities Ratings of the Network Operations Model and Updated Network Model.
[bookmark: _Toc400526241][bookmark: _Toc405534559][bookmark: _Toc406570572][bookmark: _Toc410910724][bookmark: _Toc411841153][bookmark: _Toc422147115][bookmark: _Toc433020711][bookmark: _Toc437262149][bookmark: _Toc478375327][bookmark: _Toc60037441]3.20.2	Topology and Model Verification
(1)	For constraints meeting the criteria inidentified in the report required by Section 3.20.1, Evaluation of Chronic Congestion, ERCOT shall discuss and validatenotify with the appropriate Transmission Service Provider(s) (TSPs) andor Resource Entity.  The TSP or Resource Entity must verify that the data from in the Network Operations Model and Updated Network Model is accurateare correct, including the Ratings of the Transmission Facility causing thean active or binding transmission constraint.  When analysis differs between ERCOT and a TSP or Resource Entity, ERCOT shall verify the configuration of the ERCOT Transmission Grid matches that of the model in use by the TSP or Resource Entity.
	[NPRR857:  Replace paragraph (1) above with the following upon system implementation:]
(1)	For constraints meeting the criteria inidentified in the report required by Section 3.20.1, Evaluation of Chronic Congestion, ERCOT shall discuss and validatenotify with anythe appropriate Transmission Service Provider(s) (TSPs), Direct Current Tie Operator (DCTO), or Resource Entity.  The TSP, DCTO, or Resource Entity must verify that the data fromin the Network Operations Model and Updated Network Model is accurateare correct, including the Ratings of the Transmission Facility causing thean active or binding transmission constraint.  When analysis differs between ERCOT and any TSP, DCTO, or Resource Entity, ERCOT shall verify the configuration of the ERCOT Transmission Grid matches that of the model in use by the TSP, DCTO, or Resource Entity.


(2)	If ERCOT determines that the Network Operations Model, the Updated Network Model, or the configuration of the Transmission Facility is may be inaccurate, ERCOT shall notify coordinate with the owner of the Transmission Facility of the need to determine if the Ratings should be updated, the Ratings as required provided by paragraph (3) of Section 3.10, Network Operations Modeling and Telemetry.
(3)	If ERCOT determines the Network Operations Model and the Updated Network Model are accurate, ERCOT shall update the planning model and study assumptions as appropriate.
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