ROS Report

	PGRR Number
	088
	PGRR Title
	Include Financial Security Amount in the Monthly Generator Interconnection Status Report

	Date of Decision
	April 29, 2021

	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Timeline
	Normal

	Proposed Effective Date
	Upon system implementation

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Priority – 2022; Rank – 3510 

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	5.2.9, Interconnection Agreements and Procedures

5.2.9.1, Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement for Transmission-Connected Generators

5.4.6, Facility Study

5.4.10, Confidentiality

5.5.4, Notification to ERCOT Concerning Certain Project Developments

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) increases the transparency of generation interconnection facility costs by including the financial security amount sufficient to fund the interconnection facilities in the ERCOT monthly Generator Interconnection Status report.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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X

  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	The majority of the costs of ERCOT generation interconnection facilities constructed by Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) are included in the annual Transmission Cost of Service revenue requirement funded by ratepayers in the ERCOT Region.  The ERCOT monthly Generator Interconnection Status report consolidates all pertinent information about generation interconnection projects except for the cost of the interconnection.

	ROS Decision
	On 11/5/20, ROS unanimously voted via roll call to table PGRR088 and refer the issue to the Planning Working Group (PLWG).  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

On 4/1/21, ROS unanimously voted via roll call to recommend approval of PGRR088 as amended by the 3/26/21 Joint Commenters 2 comments as revised by ROS.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

On 4/29/21, ROS unanimously voted via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/1/21 ROS Report and the Impact Analysis for PGRR088 with a recommended priority of 2022 and rank of 3510.  All Market Segments participated in the vote.

	Summary of ROS Discussion
	On 11/5/20, the sponsor provided an overview of PGRR088, and noted the desire for additional discussion at PLWG.

On 4/1/21, participants reviewed history of discussions leading up to the 3/26/21 Joint Commenters 2 comments, and provided a minor correction to paragraph (3) of Section 5.3.2.4.4.
On 4/29/21, there was no discussion.  


	Sponsor

	Name
	Bill Barnes

	E-mail Address
	bill.barnes@nrg.com

	Company
	Reliant Energy Retail Services LLC

	Phone Number
	512-691-6137

	Cell Number
	315-885-5925

	Market Segment
	Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP)


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Phillip Bracy

	E-Mail Address
	Phillip.Bracy@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6917


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	Calpine 101220
	Modified to include the name of the interconnecting TSP as a field in the Generator Interconnection Status report

	TCPA 102220
	Expressed support for PGRR088 and the 10/12/20 Calpine comments

	Reliant 121820
	Clarified the entity responsible for providing the financial security information, and that either party to the Interconnection Agreement can request confidentiality

	Joint Commenters 011221
	Clarified language describing the process to provide financial security information to ERCOT including when the TSP deems it confidential

	Joint TSP Commenters 020221
	Stated that the responsibility of submitting the financial security amount should lie with the Interconnecting Entity (IE); removed language in Section 5.4.10, regarding an email notification requirement associated with projects in excess of $25,000,000

	Joint Commenters 2 032621
	Incorporated feedback discussed during the 2/4/21 ROS meeting; modified language such that the IE would submit a change request in the Resource Integration and Ongoing Operations (RIOO) system to provide the financial security amount for the interconnection, if it is not redacted in the version of the Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) filed with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT); reinstated language regarding TSP notification to the Regional Planning Group (RPG) when costs of Transmission Facilities that are needed to connect a generator are expected to exceed $25,000,000


	Market Rules Notes


Please note that the baseline language in the following Section(s) has been updated to reflect the incorporation of the following PGRR(s) into the Planning Guide:
· PGRR082, Revise Section 5 and Establish Small Generation Interconnection Process (incorporated 1/1/21)
· Section 5.5.4 
Please note that a portion of the baseline for Section 5.4.6 was inadvertently missing from this PGRR and has been replaced.
	Proposed Guide Language Revision


	[PGRR082:  Insert Sections 5.2.9 and 5.2.9.1 below upon system implementation:] 
5.2.9
Interconnection Agreements and Procedures
5.2.9.1
Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement for Transmission-Connected Generators

(1)
As a condition for obtaining transmission service, an IE for any transmission-connected generator must execute a Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) with its TSP.  A template of the SGIA can be found on the ERCOT website.

(2)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system to transmit a copy of the signed SGIA to ERCOT within ten Business Days of execution.
(3)
Within ten Business Days of providing the TSP both the notice to proceed with construction of the interconnection for the Generation Resource and the financial security sufficient to fund the interconnection facilities pursuant to the SGIA, the IE must submit a change request via the online RIOO system to provide the financial security amount if it is not redacted in the public version of the SGIA filed with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT).  ERCOT will include in the monthly Generator Interconnection Status report the name of the interconnecting TSP and the total amount of financial security sufficient to fund the interconnection facilities, if provided by the IE.  


5.4.6
Facility Study
(1)
At a minimum, the facility study provides complete details and estimated cost of the facility requirements for the direct interconnection of the proposed Generation Resource project to the TSP.
(2)
The facility study will provide conceptual design descriptions, construction milestones, and detailed cost estimates for all direct interconnection-related transmission and substation facilities proposed to be installed in accordance with the findings and recommendations of the FIS.
	[PGRR082:  Replace Section 5.4.6 above with the following upon system implementation:] 

5.3.2.4.4
Facility Study
(1)
The facility study provides complete details of the transmission and substation facilities needed to connect a generator to a new or existing substation on the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  These details include conceptual design descriptions, construction milestones, and cost estimates.  A facility study is not required for a large generator interconnecting directly to a DSP’s distribution facilities unless transmission facilities are required to be constructed.

(2)
In conducting the facility study, if the lead TSP determines that the costs of the Transmission Facilities needed to connect the proposed generator are expected to exceed $25,000,000, the lead TSP will submit a change request via the online RIOO system to communicate this finding to ERCOT and other TSP(s) within ten Business Days of such determination.  This communication will include all available information upon which that finding is based, including but not limited to:
(a)
A description of the Transmission Facilities needed to connect the proposed generator;
(b)
Information necessary to modify a power-flow case to include those facilities;
(c)
Any information obtained from the IE that would be helpful in modeling the proposed generator for the study; and
(d)
The estimated cost of the facilities. 

 
(3)       The lead TSP will notify the RPG email list via email within ten Business Days following the latter of the completion of the facility study or the signing of an SGIA when the cost of the Transmission Facilities needed to connect the generator is expected to be greater than $25,000,000.


5.4.10        Confidentiality

(1)       All data, documents or other information regarding the GINR, including the identity of the IE, will remain Protected Information until ERCOT receives written Notice from the IE that this information may be made public or until the IE requests an FIS.  Since the FIS scope agreement contains possibly confidential cost estimates and represents an agreement between the IE and the lead TSP, it will remain Protected Information and will not be released to parties other than those who are members of the confidential Transmission Owner Generation Interconnection list except as required in a court of law or by regulatory authorities having jurisdiction.  Once classified as a public project through one of these steps, ERCOT will make available via the online RIOO system the project description, all FIS reports, the results of the economic analysis of direct interconnection facilities costing over $25,000,000, and any information developed throughout the interconnection study process about transmission improvement projects that may be submitted for RPG review as a result of the new generation. 


(2)
The lead TSP will notify the RPG email list via email within ten Business Days of the signing of an SGIA when the cost of the direct interconnection facilities is greater than $25,000,000.
	[PGRR082:  Delete Section 5.4.10 above upon system implementation.] 


5.5.4
Notification to ERCOT Concerning Certain Project Developments

(1)
The following submissions shall be provided to ERCOT via the online Resource Integration and Ongoing Operations (RIOO) system:  

(a)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system within ten Business Days upon completion of the following events:

(i)
Signing of the FIS study scope agreement; and

(ii)
Funding of the FIS study scope agreement.
(b)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system to transmit a copy of the signed SGIA to ERCOT within ten Business Days of execution.

(c)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system within ten Business Days of execution, a copy of any financially binding agreement between the IE and the TSP under which the interconnection for a Generation Resource will be constructed.

(d)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system within ten Business Days after it receives both a notice to proceed with construction of the interconnection for the Generation Resource and the financial security sufficient to fund the interconnection facilities pursuant to either agreement addressed in items (b) or (c) above. 
(e)
An MOU or EC must submit a change request via the online RIOO system confirming the Entity’s intent to construct and operate a proposed Generation Resource and interconnect such Generation Resource to its own transmission system.
(f)
Except for IEs proposing to interconnect Generation Resources powered by wind or photovoltaic solar energy, the IE must submit a change request via the online RIOO system to provide Section 8, Attachment B, Declaration of Adequate Water Supplies, for each proposed Generation Resource within ten Business Days of securing the relevant water supply rights, or, for Resources that do not require a water supply right to operate (other than wind or photovoltaic solar), within ten Business Days of executing the SGIA.
(g)
Within ten Business Days of providing the TSP both the notice to proceed with construction of the interconnection for the Generation Resource and the financial security sufficient to fund the interconnection facilities pursuant to either agreement addressed in items (b) or (c) above, the IE must submit a change request via the online RIOO system to provide the financial security amount if it is not redacted in the public version of the SGIA filed with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT).  ERCOT will include in the monthly Generator Interconnection Status report the name of the interconnecting TSP and the total amount of financial security sufficient to fund the interconnection facilities, if provided by the IE.  
	[PGRR082:  Delete Section 5.5.4 above upon system implementation.] 
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