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	Comments


AEPSC, Oncor, and LCRA question the need for Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 088, because financial security information is already public information filed in Project No. 35077 with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT).  In the as-submitted version of this PGRR, the responsibility to provide financial security in the monthly Generator Interconnection Status report was placed on ERCOT.  When ERCOT indicated it was unable to perform this task, an obligation was created for Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) to enter financial security information in the Resource Integration & On-going Operations (RIOO) system.  From an efficiency, accuracy, and compliance perspective, the joint commenters question why TSPs, rather than the Interconnecting Entities (IEs), are the appropriate entity to perform this entry.  IEs are party to their respective Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) and are best positioned to determine if the financial security should be redacted.  IEs have access to and submit data into RIOO today and therefore the responsibility of submitting the financial security amount can and should lie with the IE.
AEPSC, Oncor, and LCRA would also offer several suggestions relative to the implementation of PGRR088 if stakeholders choose to approve it:
· Gray-box language until ERCOT system changes to RIOO are completed.

· No interim work-around prior to system implementation, since the information requested in PGRR088 is already publically available.

· The financial security information will be required in RIOO only for Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) applications submitted to ERCOT post PGRR088 system implementation.

In addition, AEPSC, Oncor, and LCRA propose an edit be included with PGRR088 that would strike language in Section 5.4.10, Confidentiality, relative to an email notification requirement associated with projects in excess of $25,000.000.  Since the GIS report will be updated with cost data, the email requirement can be removed from the Planning Guide once PGRR088 is implemented. 

These comments are submitted on top of the January 12, 2021 Joint Commenters Comments.

	Revised Cover Page Language


	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	5.2.9, Interconnection Agreements and Procedures

5.2.9.1, Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement for Transmission-Connected Generators
5.3.2.4.4, Facility Study
5.5.4, Notification to ERCOT Concerning Certain Project Developments
5.4.10. Confidentiality


	Revised Proposed Guide Language


	[PGRR082:  Insert Sections 5.2.9 and 5.2.9.1 below upon system implementation:] 
5.2.9
Interconnection Agreements and Procedures
5.2.9.1
Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement for Transmission-Connected Generators

(1)
As a condition for obtaining transmission service, an IE for any transmission-connected generator must execute a Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) with its TSP.  A template of the SGIA can be found on the ERCOT website.

(2)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system to transmit a copy of the signed SGIA to ERCOT within ten Business Days of execution.  The change request shall include the amount of financial security if that amount is not redacted in the public version of the SGIA filed with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT).  ERCOT will include in the monthly Generator Interconnection Status report the name of the interconnecting TSP and the total amount of financial security sufficient to fund the interconnection facilities if provided by the TSP.


	[PGRR082:  Replace Section 5.4.6 above with the following upon system implementation:] 

5.3.2.4.4
Facility Study
(1)
The facility study provides complete details of the transmission and substation facilities needed to connect a generator to a new or existing substation on the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  These details include conceptual design descriptions, construction milestones, and cost estimates.  A facility study is not required for a large generator interconnecting directly to a DSP’s distribution facilities unless transmission facilities are required to be constructed.

(2)
In conducting the facility study, if the lead TSP determines that the costs of the Transmission Facilities needed to connect the proposed generator are expected to exceed $25,000,000, the lead TSP will submit a change request via the online RIOO system to communicate this finding to ERCOT and other TSP(s) within ten Business Days of such determination.  This communication will include all available information upon which that finding is based, including but not limited to:
(a)
A description of the Transmission Facilities needed to connect the proposed generator;
(b)
Information necessary to modify a power-flow case to include those facilities;
(c)
Any information obtained from the IE that would be helpful in modeling the proposed generator for the study; and
(d)
The estimated cost of the facilities. 




5.4.10        Confidentiality

(1)       All data, documents or other information regarding the GINR, including the identity of the IE, will remain Protected Information until ERCOT receives written Notice from the IE that this information may be made public or until the IE requests an FIS.  Since the FIS scope agreement contains possibly confidential cost estimates and represents an agreement between the IE and the lead TSP, it will remain Protected Information and will not be released to parties other than those who are members of the confidential Transmission Owner Generation Interconnection list except as required in a court of law or by regulatory authorities having jurisdiction.  Once classified as a public project through one of these steps, ERCOT will make available via the online RIOO system the project description, all FIS reports, the results of the economic analysis of direct interconnection facilities costing over $25,000,000, and any information developed throughout the interconnection study process about transmission improvement projects that may be submitted for RPG review as a result of the new generation. 


5.5.4

Notification to ERCOT Concerning Certain Project Developments

(1)
The following submissions shall be provided to ERCOT via the online Resource Integration and Ongoing Operations (RIOO) system:  

(a)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system within ten Business Days upon completion of the following events:

(i)
Signing of the FIS study scope agreement; and

(ii)
Funding of the FIS study scope agreement.
(b)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system to transmit a copy of the signed SGIA to ERCOT within ten Business Days of execution.

(c)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system within ten Business Days of execution, a copy of any financially binding agreement between the IE and the TSP under which the interconnection for a Generation Resource will be constructed.

(d)
The TSP must submit a change request via the online RIOO system within ten Business Days after it receives both a notice to proceed with construction of the interconnection for the Generation Resource and the financial security sufficient to fund the interconnection facilities pursuant to either agreement addressed in items (b) or (c) above.  The change request shall include the amount of financial security if that amount is not redacted in the public version of the SGIA filed with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT).  ERCOT will include in the monthly Generator Interconnection Status report the name of the interconnecting TSP and the total amount of financial security sufficient to fund the interconnection facilities if provided by the TSP. 
(e)
An MOU or EC must submit a change request via the online RIOO system confirming the Entity’s intent to construct and operate a proposed Generation Resource and interconnect such Generation Resource to its own transmission system.
(f)
Except for IEs proposing to interconnect Generation Resources powered by wind or photovoltaic solar energy, the IE must submit a change request via the online RIOO system to provide Section 8, Attachment B, Declaration of Adequate Water Supplies, for each proposed Generation Resource within ten Business Days of securing the relevant water supply rights, or, for Resources that do not require a water supply right to operate (other than wind or photovoltaic solar), within ten Business Days of executing the SGIA.
	[PGRR082:  Delete Section 5.5.4 above upon system implementation.] 


�Please note PGRR086 also proposes revisions to this section.
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