Board Report

	PGRR Number
	083
	PGRR Title
	Add RPG Project Number and TPIT Revisions

	Date of Decision
	December 8, 2020

	Action
	Approved

	Timeline
	Normal

	Effective Date
	January 1, 2021

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.1.4.2, Use of Regional Transmission Plan

3.1.5, Regional Planning Group Comment Process

6.4.3, TSP Responsibilities

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	ERCOT Steady State Working Group Procedure Manual

	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) adds a requirement for ERCOT to assign a Regional Planning Group (RPG) project number for projects submitted for RPG review.  It also removes the specification of some Transmission Service Provider (TSP) provided Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT) information from the Planning Guide.  The ROS-approved ERCOT Steady State Working Group Procedure Manual will be updated to contain the complete specification for TSP-provided TPIT information.

This PGRR also addresses a discrepancy related to the RPG comment period in paragraph (1) of Section 3.1.4.2.

	Reason for Revision
	[image: image1.wmf]

  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  Allows for better tracking of RPG projects over time.
(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	The creation of an RPG project number will allow ERCOT to better track RPG project information after RPG review of the project has been completed.

Moving the specification of TPIT information to the ERCOT Steady State Working Group Procedure Manual will allow for that information to be specified in one central location that is controlled by a stakeholder body (ROS).

	ROS Decision
	On 8/6/20, ROS voted unanimously via roll call to table PGRR083 and refer the issue to the Planning Working Group (PLWG).  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 9/3/20, ROS voted unanimously via roll call to recommend approval of PGRR083 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 10/8/20, ROS voted unanimously via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 9/3/20 ROS Report and the Impact Analysis for PGRR083.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of ROS Discussion
	On 8/6/20, participants expressed concern for the relocation of TPIT information to the ERCOT Steady State Working Group Procedure Manual and requested additional discussion at PLWG.

On 9/3/20, participants discussed multiple proposed concepts in regards to transmission project updates.

On 10/8/20, there was no discussion.

	TAC Decision
	On 10/28/20, TAC voted unanimously via roll call to recommend approval of PGRR083 as recommended by ROS in the 10/8/20 ROS Report as amended by the 10/20/20 ERCOT comments.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 10/28/20, participants reviewed the edits provided in the 10/20/20 ERCOT comments.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of PGRR083.

	Board Decision
	On 12/8/20, the ERCOT Board approved PGRR083 as recommended by TAC in the 10/28/20 TAC Report.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Jeff Billo

	E-mail Address
	Jbillo@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6334

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Jordan Troublefield

	E-Mail Address
	Jordan.Troublefield@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6521


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	ERCOT 102020
	Addressed a discrepancy related to the RPG comment period described in paragraph (1) of Section 3.1.4.2 to maintain consistency in the Planning Guide


	Market Rules Notes


None
	Proposed Guide Language Revision


3.1.4.2
Use of Regional Transmission Plan

(1)
If a project submitted for RPG review is included in the Regional Transmission Plan, and no changes are identified which would affect the need for the proposed project through the comment period described in Section 3.1.5, Regional Planning Group Comment Process, then the Regional Transmission Plan may serve as the ERCOT Independent Review of the proposed project, if required.

(2)
Tier 1, 2, and 3 projects that are included in the Regional Transmission Plan should be submitted for RPG Project Review at an appropriate lead time.  Generally, this lead time should be sufficient to allow the review to be completed before the TSP reaches the decision point at which it must initiate the engineering and procurement in order to meet the required in-service date, but not farther in advance than is necessary.  In general, these lead times will be three to four months for Tier 3 projects and six to seven months for Tier 1 and 2 projects.  

(3)
Tier 1, 2, and 3 projects that are included in the Regional Transmission Plan but do not reach this decision point before the development of the next year’s Regional Transmission Plan begins will be removed from the case used to develop the Regional Transmission Plan and will be re-evaluated as a part of the development of this subsequent Regional Transmission Plan.
3.1.5
Regional Planning Group Comment Process

(1)
Any stakeholder may initiate an RPG project review in accordance with Protocol Section 3.11.4.1, Project Submission.  All project submissions should be sent electronically to rpg_submittal@ercot.com.  The RPG project review consists of the following steps:  
(a)
ERCOT will provide electronic copies of RPG project review submittals by email to the RPG within five Business Days of receipt and solicit comments or questions from the RPG;
(b)
ERCOT will assign a unique project identification number (RPG project number) to the RPG project review submittals according to the following convention:
yrRPGxxx

            where:
       yr is the calendar year the RPG project is submitted


             RPG indicates RPG project


                   xxx is a sequence number beginning with 001 (reset for each year)
(c)
All concerns/questions or objections about the submitted project by any stakeholder or ERCOT should be submitted by email to the RPG within 15 Business Days after ERCOT’s transmittal to the RPG;

(d)
Each Entity providing comments should provide a “single” complete comment about each project by the end of the 15-Business Day comment period rather than sending multiple comments at various times or from various individuals;

(e)
Any questions related to data deficiency should be submitted to ERCOT and the submitting party immediately;

(f)
If concerns or objections about a project are received during the 15-Business Day comment period, the project will be put into “study mode.”  During study mode, the submitting party shall respond to any concerns or objections and provide additional information, if necessary, by email to the RPG until all concerns are resolved or until ERCOT assesses that a reasonable effort has been made to resolve all concerns or objections.  A submitting party may make modifications to a Tier 3 project to address concerns or objections without having to resubmit the project so long as the modifications do not result in the project being classified as a Tier 1 or 2 project.  Study mode shall end no later than 20 Business Days following the end of the comment period, unless ERCOT finds good cause to extend study mode;

(g)
The submitting party should answer all questions and respond to all concerns in a timely manner;

(h)
Comments should be based on Good Utility Practice and sound engineering judgment. Suggestions should be able to be implemented by the TSP constructing and operating the project; and

(i)
ERCOT will post all project submissions, the comments received, and other information and databases associated with submitted transmission projects on the MIS Secure Area.

(j)
Comments received after the 15 Business Day comment period may be considered by ERCOT or the submitting party, but a response is not required.

6.4.3
TSP Responsibilities

(1)
The TSP responsible for submitting model data used in the SSWG case build or SSWG case update shall provide information for its transmission projects to ERCOT.

(2)
The TSP shall provide transmission project data for inclusion in the TPIT report as specified in the ERCOT Steady State Working Group Procedure Manual
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