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In general, transmission is needed to move power from generation to load. When generation on the system 

changes or when load grows, transmission improvement projects are often needed. ERCOT and Transmission 

Service Providers (TSPs) use objective criteria to determine the need for transmission improvement projects. 

The criteria is outlined in the ERCOT Protocols and Planning Guide and in the North American Electric 

Reliability Corporation Reliability Standards. 

 

ERCOT transmission projects are designated one of four tier levels based on the scope and cost of the project. 

 
 

Most transmission projects in ERCOT take 2 to 6 years to complete. The timeline depends on the scope of the 

project and whether a CCN is required. 
 
 


